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Ab Clerum:

ADVICES To A YOUNG PREACIHER,

PART I
CRITICAL LETTERS.
1
DISCIPLINE,

Mz, Wasmrvsron has, in my opinlon, done well to
draw your atbention to the ministry, though I feel that
both he and you have thrown no little responsibility
upon me in asking an answer to the many, sevious
inguiries contained in vonr interesting lefter. In
aceepting  that responsibility (which is done with
exirerne reluncianee ), you mnst mnderstand thaf through-
ont my corespondence I ghall assume that you feel
yourself called of God to the work of preaching the
gospel, and that yon are dally striving o live in the
gpirit of Jesns Christ. T wish to be very clear upon
this point; for though T may take occasion to express
mysell somewhat playfully em mony questione which
will arige, yob I deeply fecl that withont a spivit of
reverent and contrite humilistion before Ged, and a
constancy of loving and trostful desire towsrds the
Saviour, no mon = (it o have part or 1of in fhe Chris-
tian ministry ; when, therefore, I avail myself of sative
or paillery, it will relate to the weakness or eccentricity
of homan usaged, and never to the vital and solemn
realities of the Divine vocation. Our place, as aspi-
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rants to the highest ministry, i ab thoe Cross, where
alone  the oppression of our own noworthiness s
reHoved by the completencss of Jesus Christ’s grace
and trath,  All this mast be assumed ; if we are wrong
here, we ghall be wrong overywhere ) — the gift of
prophecy and tongues, and the understanding of all
mysteries, will be only temptﬂ.t.mna and snares, and
onr minirtry will be us & plagae i the choreh.

You have heen vory frank in the statemomt of your
diliculties, and I regavd your frankness as an invika-
tion to vour eonfidence ; T shall therofirs apenk with
the familisrity of friendship, being assuved thaf you
will not make me “an offender for 2 word”  Shall 1
condole with you upon your brials before the committcn
of the eollege? You complain that thoogh yon went
bedve the committee with the simple desive to become
a preacher of the gospel, one of the gentlemen horriticd
you by requesting that you would deeling ** Hircus, a
he-goant,” on the spot, and that baving declined it in
the only way which you lkmesw, viz. with moch bashiul-
ness and eivility, another gentloman agked youn to show
that if two friangles have their homologous gides pro-
porticmal thoy are equiangolar and, similar, Yoo ask
me, in 'a somewhat impatient tone, what such pagnn
inguiries have to do with preaching the gospel?y  You
alao complain thal yon were not asked to preach fo the
committes, but to presch befire the committes | on this
poiat I merely say in passing that you really could not
have preached do the gentlemen, bocause i you had
addreszed them ns saints some of them might have
been startled, and it yon had spolen 1o them as sinners
soma of them wight have been offended,  The gentle-
wen, von rmost koow, were oot exactly besring for
themselves, Dut were rather congregationalizing by
proxy, aud giving the prencher o loretaste of the polite
treatment which is in reserve for him. As te the Latin
nowm and the geometrical theoren, T san symputhize
with your presenf dissatisfaction, yet I cannot bat
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hope that growing experience will convince yon that
thay may have some gua:rd influence npon your prepors-
tion for the ministry. Yon will probably forget that
in sn {sosceles triong e the angles opposite to the equal
gides are equal to one anothér, yet the discipline of
demonstrating it will enable youo to humiliate any rash
heretio who may beveafter seek to poison your church
members with the dleadly doctrine of necessitarianism.
Yon thus observe, my dear siv, that what we have in
view is discipline; the strength of arm whish you get
by torning a grindstone may be turped to excellent
acconut in felling o tree; and the discipline which is
imposed by proving that some #'s are some y's, and
that other 2’z are all 3's, will enable you to pulverize
any hot-headed deacon who may hereafter attompt to
prove that you had better be looking out for snother
pastorate, S0 yon gee we scel o whet yon on hord
subjects that yvon may the betfer colb easy ones, just as
we whet s koife opon stone that it may the more
readily eot the snoking joint, FPray, therefore, lock
upon your technical studies in the lght of discipline,
auy, ift you please, in the light of domb hells, —which
may force you to breathe thongh they mever breathe
themsclves, Besides thiz, you must remember that it
would be very awlowned if you eounld not mest your
people on fheir own groand, and chastise semo of them
with their own whips, Only think how embarrassing
it would be if o deacon’s son knew more thaa yon did
ahout the Law of excloded Middle; how conld that
youny man listen with any eonlidence 1o yonr exhorta-
flons from the pulpit? Would not the priseiplem
ecelusi wmedif, vel tertid, on which be had broken you to
pleces, deafen him to yonr most nrgent appeals?  Think
again, it your lot shonld be gast among a seafarips
popilation, how ufterly guenched you would feel in
dining with a coptain it he dizeovered that yon combl
not caleulate the varying values of the semidiameters
of the son and moon; and though he might exouse




