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The First Step

comes from absolute confidence in one’s self:
and so it has been a surprise to me in coming
back here after fourteen years to find that
Maria’s face is full of lines of discontent. Why
should she be discontented, when she is so self-
satisfied? I should not be surprised if she some-
times seemed sad, although it is many years
gince her husband died, but discontent has
always seemed to me the mark of a shallow
nature, and whatever Maria's faults are, she
certainly is not shallow.

. “Isabel, are you never going to get a new
handle for the secretary?” said Maria.

“Give me time,” I murmured. “It isn’t
quite three weeks since I got settled, and at
first I thought the missing handle would turn
up.”

! Cormmnelia, meanwhile, had taken the arm-
chair with that sureness of aim which marks all
Cornelia’s actions where her own comfort is
concerned. She sank into it with a somewhat
sulky expression, Cornelia can chatter like a
magpie when we are alone together, but to-
night her mother had evidently taken her away
from some expected counter-attraction at home.
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