THE LIFE OF
SOCIETY: A
GENERAL VIEW



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649635160

The Life of Society: A General View by Edmund Woodward Brown

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



EDMUND WOODWARD BROWN

THE LIFE OF
SOCIETY: A
GENERAL VIEW

ﬁTrieste






THE

LIFE OF SOCIETY

A GENERAL VIEW
: o

Br EDMUND WOODWARD BROWN

[ S

NEW YORK & LONDON
G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS
&he Fnicherhorker Prees

1585
W

Jo kA

74 0



r

T FrrYYEr

Tl g OF FLA Ty

™
MY WIFE AND MY MOTHER,

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SYMPATHY AND HELP.







7 CONTENTS.

FAGE
IWTRODTICTION. o cvvasr s mnssasnssssinssiasanians S . I
A GENERAL VIEW OF THE EFFECTIVE CAUSES ACTING UPON Soctm 5
THE INFLUENCE OF THE BODY IN SOCIETY.....coimevucviniaaraas 13
THE INFLUENCE oF MAN'S INTELLECT IN SOCIETY. 1B
THE INFLUENCE OF Man's WiLL I8 SOCIETV.....vuvian.s ies 2§
Tne InFLueNce oF HaniT anp Usace IN Socrery P
THe INvLuesce oF DISPOSITION AND FrrLing 28
THE INFLUENCE OF RACE.....cvviuvvivananinas P 7 |
‘I'HE INFLUENCE OF IMITATION.....couveicionncannaiaiaiaaioooaa 46
THE TRFLUENCE OF THDIVIDUALITY .. cvcnrmresrsrr-sansssmasansnns 48
I'HE INFLUENCE OF GREAT ME¥Y e BB
A GEnERaL View oF Man’s INFLUENCE UPON SOCIETY........... 3
THE EARTH'S INFLUENCE WFON SOCTETN .. .-v-vrvannranirrsanaraas

SUPERNATURAL INFLUENCE AND PURPOSE IN SOCIETY. .
SoCiRTY 15 POk MAN . .0 i i ey e s
SoCiETY 15 PARTMULAR, LocaLl, LIMITED, AND ACTIVE

SOCIETY HAS JO¥Y AND SOREOW AND MYSTERY..............
THE SiMILARITY AND VARIETY IN SOCIETY..ccrcvamracsnrrnsansns
SOCIETY HAS A GENERAL NATURE.....cciiianrarassannnasnasnainn
THe CONTINDITY oF SoCiETY: 1ms ExXisTeEncE, NATURE, aND In-
PELEMOCE v vl sy won o o B s S s e R e 4k 115
THE CO-EXISTENCE AND CO-OPERATION IN SOCIETY. . PR |- |

THE INFLIENCE OF THE PARTS oF SOCIETY UPON '.E.actt Drnms. v 24
THE INFLUENCE OoF THE WHOLE oF S0CIETY UFON EacH Parrt... 128
SOCIETY HAS ORGANIZATION AND HARMONY.......cvviieniiriei.. 139

BOCIAL GROWTH . ciucrisitssrisriicnsssmsasnsrsommonrnnsrsesosson 140
PROGRESS, OR GROWTH AND IMPROVEMENT COMBINED............ 159
THE [NFLUENCE OF PROGRESS. ... .0vcieiuinnsiaiaasinsan, I ]
THE FREVALENCE AND NATURE OF WICKEDNESS Iyg
THE INFLUENCE oF MAn's WICKEDNESS UFON SOCIETY.........., 184
IMPERFECTION AND INCOMPLETENESS IN SOCIETY .. .... e .o 191
DETERIORATION IN SOCIETY , . A L < ]
EHYTHM AND EPOCHS IN THE l.n?n oF Sun:::ﬂ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 201

TYFES TN SOCTETYa s o vourereavrs pasisnrsssirrenrosnivinareinss 204



vi CONTENTS.

PACE

LAWEOF  SOPTEIY .. .o v o en ponsmnssnpsns dparegs e ine s S0

'HE RESTRATNTS OF SOCIETY ..ccvuemvrioneloeoimarnnsnnnsnannn M2
Tz RELATION OF THE RESTRAINTS OF SOCIETY To LIFERTY...... 218
—~THE LIBERTIES OF SOCIETY AND THEIR INFLUENCE........ 225
THE FORME OF BOCIETY . vuvrecramrrassnaerasrrornasnasnnaniasnn 238
THE INSTITUTIONS OF SOCTETY.cuuuiouiaaereerairnnsnasiasansnnn 243

A GENERAL VIEW OF THE SPUERES OF SOCIETV.....icavveesraaan 257
L ]




INTRODUCTION.

WHILE social science is interested in all manner of so-
cial facts it also values and classifies those which, though
in form and influence they have varied immensely accord-
ing to people and age, are yet in their essence universal.
In the working of society past and present the universal
part has a system which the mind can abstract. It is
pleasant, and should be profitable, to see this order in
the life of the many men and bedies of men, the many
parts of society and bodies of parts, the many move.
ments and groups of movements ; to see the continuance
and co-existence of the parts; to see the working and
co-working and interworking of the forces.

So great is the complexity of social phenomena, and
so common has been the idea that society is merely a
field of capricious will, that not se much attention has
been paid here as elsewhere to regularity, order, and
science. The possibility of social science is denied; its
work and nature are hazy in the minds of even well in-
formed persons, while many have thought it but a cloud-
land, worthless and valueless. Yet for generations a sci-
ence of society has been emerging, though many think-
ers have been unconscious of the fact, many indifferent
to it, and still others opposed to it, imagining it to be
against theological or other truth. There is, however, of
late years, an increasing tendency to study society with
care and accuracy.

In this work I have attempted a systematic, but not
an exhaustive study of society; for it is impossible for
one person to follow out so inexhaustible a subject in all
its bearings. He cannot even study to advantage the de-
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tail of a single department—the political or the material,
the intellectual or the religions. In the detail demanded
by modern civilization, political economy, for example, is
too vast for more than a general view by one person and
must have its specialties. But for the study of special
departments of social life a previous general view may be
desirable, It may even be well at first to escape from
details and confine ourselves to generals, The lesser
matters of society may be left out of consideration for
awhile, as disturbing elements, and the attention be
profitably confined to the greater matters. 1 am not in-
tending to treat of anything but the barest general
causes, characteristics, and spheres of society. In so
doing it is difhcult to get down into particulars, as well
as undesirable, for the outline masses would then be lost.
Though the subject be immense and each part can have
a treatise by itself, yet a general treatment in a single
volume is possible. As we can briefly go over the gen-
eral outlines of a mountain range or a continent, or the
general geography of the earth, so we can do with society.
We may discriminate between the general and the partic-
ular elements of society; between these which are uni-
versal and those which are local; between the points
that are common to all people and those that are peculiar
to certain people. '

My object is to obtain as deep and adequate a general
conception of society as possible, the society of any
township or any country of the world today or the whale
world of society in the past. I wish to find an explana.
tion of society that will suit wherever society is in any
country or has been in any country or age. 1 want to
get a general view of the constant part of every society.
I want to evidence and illustrate this by social and his-
toric facts, drawn from the wide range of society in the
past and the present.

Our study has its difficulties, It is difficult to general-
ize ahout the ten thousand facts of social life. It is diffi-




