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Preface to War and Religion

m‘gdatmywordmtomendnublepum. It aims to
a general background for this work; and further, to
explain the unusual amuuntandlengﬂlnfquotatim

Tﬁeexpmiﬁmofthehmkgmudofﬂmwmkmwlmthemhbdu&
tion of the personal element. The writer is an minister. He
was born and raised in the peaceful American af ere 30 whally
conducive to the idea that religion, above all else, must mean & reasoning
relationship among men for the settlement of all dificulties. The inola-
tion of the United States, the traditional American sentiment agninst
entangling allisnces, the genuine religious idealiam ing this land,
conjured a picture of internationalism and universal arbitration that
eliminated lurid eolors of warfare. Thewﬁtermnotumindlﬂl
of the religious doctrine of the “God of Battles,” e was generally

:{voltmnm')" nt.hmk:i.ng Religion, th newl;radim ﬁumﬁg
bﬂ;ranguofspiritm;]ity!mmanieﬂ:: i 'm::dmienmmedm

have agreed that “God’s in His Heaven a right with the world!™
made winter's weary war-wastes but & passing m&huetopuudulmths
eternal spring.  But war stalked acroas the Where was God?
When able, earnest men of God changed their peace theines of yester-
di}'hwarthmu!todw the irmpuossible seemed to have

Of course man cannot in ahsolutes; but the zesl of the ideal
m’}:gmmnumpm that one felt that the modern seer who said:
usmththaLordofI'eaee”muldnotmdilyshiﬂtn"Thmnitl

the God of War.” Convietion in religion is so intense that it would seem
natural to posit as religion’s heat watchword: "“One with God is »

ul.when‘th:smverultook 1toec11rmdtnthawrlmrtomqnim
s mhg:onhndforbﬁ:;“u“sni the net of h
vague 4 ca n het War,
1::lll:ltl:endeat]1at1t.'imseimuuwillingn:mptm: He approached, there-
fore, this subject, with a certain hope, if oot prejudice, that he would
show a nobler record for religion than that made by her living supporters.
But ite this biss, the evidence rolled in, in one steady stream, sap-
pwdw&e t-day attltudeofallrehg:onnhmgﬂnhn'
and every country’s cause.
The question then srose as to the manner of handling the mass of
mdmeethnthg&{:h;md. Theemestmethndwuﬁht;:ehemh
ve a summary of 2 typical instances, merely comment
Satthmwmehmebemhcoftherelﬂmofwarmdmhpnnm
where and always Butthembjectunfmuhd-eap the
at large, and the idea is so that religion means peace and
only peace, thet it was feared such a method would prove unfair to all
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