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PREFACE.

CTOBER 1, 1888, was the fiftieth anniversary of my

leaving home to commence my musical life. On
that occasion we lhad a family gathering, at which were
commenced the series of narrations whicli have oTOWI
into this book.

They were mostly written in 1889, and that will ac-
count for the mention of the names of some people who
have dicd since that time.

Special prominence could have been given in this work
to the orderly arrangement of such musical statistics and
items of musical history as come within its scope, but
such a plan would have interfered with my story, as such,
so those matters have been allowed to come in as wanted,
without reference to their chronclogical order.

T do not like the appearance of self-praise that T have
to assume while recording in this book certain sayings
and eveuts which refer to myself and my career. I hope
the reader will see that my story would not be complete
without them, and on that ground cxcuse the apparent
egotisn G. F. R.
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