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PREFACE.

HE iollowing pages substantially were

preached as a series of discourses to the
people of the writer's pastoral charge, The favor
with which they were received and the request
of the publisher have led him to believe that their
issue in a more permanent form might be desir-
able and useful,

At a time when the sacredness of the marriage
relation is so much called in guestion, and when
the bonds which hold the family together are in
danger of being lightly esteemed, any attempt to
exalt the family life may be hopeful of good.

The failure to reach the highest happiness of
married life, and the best results of family train-
ing are caused, we may believe, not so much by
willfulness as by ignorance or inexperience.  If

at the outset, a few cawtions and suggestions,
(7



3 FPREFACE.

tounded on maturer thonght and larger observa.
tinn, were received, mistakes could be corrected
and errors avoided which too often occasion long
years of disappointment and sorrow, If this book
shall make such sugpgestions, its design will be
accomplished.

The Bible is incomparably the best manual for
the regulation of the family. In these chapters
much has been made of its teachings, and it will
be an unspeakable reward if the writer shall have
done anything to enhance its value in any home.

All that is hopeful for our country and the
waorld is from the family. Christian homes are
the want of the world. Have them, and the fu-
ture of the Church and therefore the well-being
of the race is sccure.  These pages are sent forth
with a very deep desire to bring, if possible, the
blessed light of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ into the family circle.  That light will fill
any home with a radiance of peace and joy.

Mew Yorg, March 24, 1870,



CONTENTS.

I.

THE FAMILY RELATION,

The family an arrangement of God —The maredive of the Creatlom—
Couvents, associntions, phalanee:, contrary to divine appodnt.
ments — The family necessary for the develoyment of the raes—
Christianlty ghves the highest ideal of the family —The Bible de-
geviptlone of the fumily — Polygaomy @ the Bifdo argument aguinst
ik— The family for the prasarvatlon of the res — The fwmily for the
development of cluarseter — Troneformations — Thy fomily malti-
Pl hman Bepploess — The fudly the nefoge place — The fanily
the educuler of he rase — (itlzena made by tha funily — The fuolly
muzk have a home — Family beardiog — Its evila—Naptlal crims —
Children gifss of ol o= The beonty snd bleezcdnuss of o famlly —
The fumnily changea, e 18

I1.

HUSRANDS AND WIVES,

The Tord's snnonncemant— The sacredneas and pority of the mar-
s refation — Caltney azale s nalere — Paad’ s asorlions — Natweg
s the @eovblunce of God roenlefod == A man's or o wonta's oha-
raptar peaperl - develaped ooy B lhe merric] =bde — 00 maids
satd 0f I bachilors — Rarriter iy cuteanes o ey Wl —~nis of
fecting to ba culilvoted — Ko seerets between hosband and wife —
Gogslp = Underatanding oneanother — Fovbewrnnee with escl other

o3



e CONTENTS.

— Chunges seen after marriage — Nuw diseoverios —The-beginninga
of estrangements — Demonateations of affection to be given —The
Bible to be read together — Proyer with ench other. Thge &

IiL
HUSBANDS,

ChristsTore for the Chareh — Preanmption in the offir of warrisge —
The o npleteness of o Wif's swrvender of herself—The greatness
of the assumed ehargy —The ofd home snd loves sbandoped —The
wit'a chrim on ol of her husband's heart—The surrender of the
tshand as absolute as the wile's surmender — Bympathy demandod
— Tha wifi'e exhimetlin coes — Unrensoneble reguircments — #el-
fishness snd  thogghilessnpss — Consultation  with & wife—aA
womhan's intuition — A Fretion 1o be sbown — Denvrnslralion of love
1ol to be confined to the doye of conrtahip —The power of lictle at-
teptions — The lover o buchand—TPoliteness tooa wifd-=A wife
lomgs for expressions of love —The fire of love never & go out—
Husbands of Chostizn wives— The prayers of a Christian wile.

Fgge U

IV.

WIVES.

13

1 didd pot proaise 1o ohey "—The obd words of the Bivle net obeo-
fate —(bedicnes th the ek of this wifs — Revercoes the beginning
of love — Love sees mueh = The hashand the hied of the honsehold
—Women do not admive the mesterwomon— Awthority folt, love
gome— The troe wifn gloddes in Ler revasenee for ler Tneband —
The hoshand befope all otheva==[otimale friends to be left oufeide
= Cirievances to be hidden fo the wik's Loaom —A busbund's lova
i be kept—Same eare to leeep or to whi lsve — Towve shonlkd grow
deeprer w3 years wrow on— The delleasy of ey days — Pdraanal ak-
tractiveness — Cultivailon of the mind—Fhyieal uttractivensss —
Thet markat made” —TMome o be mada ploesant —Snonhine of
looks and words — Conlantment and sotéabetion —Litlde and deli-
sute sttenllons to be shown — Coane of o Boshand's Inderests —
Vefees of o husband to e 13at— Plons wives aud frreligios
husbands — The power of o good wife Fuage H0



