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INAUGURAL ADDRESS

OF MAYOR JARED ALONSCO GREENE, MARCH 25, 1902.

Gientlemen of e Couned!

Ior a second time it is my proud privilege to stand
before you as the unanimous choige of our people for
mayvor,

I fully appreciate the high honor and am not un-
mindful of the wany responsibilitics accompanying the
exalted distinction.

The eycle of time has browsht the closing year of
the frst decade of the existence of Laconia as a city.
Druring the year just passed our community has met with
an irreparable loss by the death of several prominent and
pragressive citizens,  The state has been forever deprived
of the valuable advice and agrecable companionship of
our highly respected Qirst mavoer and ex-governor, while
the natinn has been called opon to maourn the tragic fate
of a martyred president.

Notwithstanding  these deeply lamented and sadly
unfortunate occurrences, our country conjoys the hless-
ings of peace and prosperity, our state continues to be
most excellently and satisfactorily governed and sur city
pursues the even tenor of its way with much to be thank-
ful for and more prospectively.

The cantinued good health of our people is a matter
for much coogratulation. Our various industries con-
tinue their fairly satisfactory progress while our bankers
and merchants find nothing wpon which o base com-
plaint.



4 CITY OF LACONIA,

I make bold to venture the assertion that Laconia
will expericnce marked and pronounced improvement
and advancement during the coming vear.  Already vour
mayor has been importuncd regarding the number of
skilled mechanics, teams and laborers our eity can furnish
1o work on the construction and grounds of the new state
institution which will, in the near future, grandly orna-
ment our northern suburb, Our electrie read 1s about te
e improved and extended and several important manu-
facturing concerns are cousidering our advantages with a
view of location.

The Fair asspciation will place befare the people
next fall an exhibition on a scale of crandeur pever be-
forc attempted in a communily of our size, thus calling
the attention ol outsiders to Lacoma, as well as [urnish-
ing agreeable, profitable, instroctive amosement  and
recroalion Lo our own citizens,

A most valuable addition to our city from an artistic
and educational standpoint is the imposing and welcome
public library now rapidly approaching completion.  lts
value and benefits to bath old and voung cannol be over-
gstimated,  The widening of Clinrch street, the remowval
of the North church and the erection of a soldiers’ monu-
ment on the lot tendered by the B & M. K. K. campany
wonld greatly enhance the beauty and increase the attrac-
tivencss of the fibrary and surroundings, bot just how
this much desired result con be obtamed, is & gquestion as
yot uiranswered, a problem as yet unsolved., That this
public impravement is incvitable no one will attempt to
deny, still, the prosecution of the matter under its pres-
ent status would necessarily produce a leng train of com-
plications far-reaching in effect and uncertain in resolts.
i hesitate about offering any suggestions or making any
recommendations.

(ur finances for the year just passed, show a healthy
condition,  We have not only confined our disbursements
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to the appropriation, but have effected settlements of
several law suits, and have liquidated old bills to the
amount of over two thousand dollars.  Through the care-
ful, energetic and porsistent efforts of the former city
salicitor, the Gold street law suits have been decided in
aur favor, We have also paid for the Mamn street bridge
and reduced our bonded debt three thousand dollars.
without extra appropriations,

In this connection I will take the liberty of affirming
thit the so-called sewer debl s not a burdensome incum-
berance, bt rathier a mast valuable investment of a per
manent character, the material benefit of which we are
recelving yvear after vear,

The system is of much greater value than its cost, &
the property, or asscts, of the city and well represents
the outlay.  The life of the sewers will lang ont last the
life of the honds.  Fver since laconia assomed the dig-
nity of a city, there has been carried on the books, what
purports to be an available asset in the shape of the
“Gilford tax list.” 1 have Inoked into this matter and
find the account worthless, [ do not consider it good
business policy 10 carry meaningless figures on the books,
or to altow old bills to remain unpaid at the end of the
year for the sake of making a favorable showing, 1 rec-
ommend that the account be charged off.

That there exists a pressing need for o new central
fire station oo one will deny, and yeu will be called upon
to immediately consider this matter. | have inspected
the present building and, to say the least. it does not
mecet the requirements of the department. Our city has
the best equipment procurable with the means at com-
mand and the highest efficiency of service that is obtain-
able with our yearly appropriation. Consideration for
public safety and well-being demands a4 medern up-to-
date structure, in which to house a portion of the men,
the horses, machines and fAre extinguishing pharapher-
nali.



0 CITY OF LACONIA,

I have given myvsell the pleazure of making extended
visits to our schools and 1 pronounce them inferior to
none. | unhesitatingly affirm that, with our proficient
and painstaking instructors and  our bright, telligent
children, we should furmsh o all, the comiforts, safety
and necessities of a well [ighted, thoroughly ventilated
school building, equipped with modern sanitary arvange-
ments,

With this object in view a new building for the ac-
commadation of the little folks pow attending the Chase
hloclk and the Meople’s churcl schools, as well as for the
wee tots who will see the mside ol a schoolroom for the
fiest timie this fall, seems an ahsolute necessity and should
receive vour carcful consideration. The amount now
paid for rentals would po [ lowards payruent of in-
terests ou the cost of the schoolhouse now needed. and 1
reconnimend its constiuction so as to be ready for occu-
pancy next fall.

A reliable and faihiful standiog ariy is the best con-
servalor of the pedace of a nation. In like manner is a
thorough and proficient police force the best safeguard
and protection against wrong doing, 1L s far preferable
to prevent crime than to punish criminals, Our city has
become almost immune from major crimes becavse of the
maost excellent discernment and judgment of our com-
missioners, the stero bat well merted justice meted ont
by our police judge and the well-known watchfulness and
faithluiness af nur chiet and his officers, which facts are
noted among the professional criminal class, who very
considerately aveid our city.,

Agreeable to my suggestion last year the se-called
Folsom park property has been deeded back to s
original owner,  There was no unpleasaniness manifested
by anyone interested in the matter. The council felt
that it would be injudicious to comply with the terms
imposed and Mr. Folsom, thoroughly understanding the
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situation, received his property in the same friendly spirit
that it was tendered. l.aconia is fortunate in being in
the very centre of a vast natural park, whose magnitude
and grandeur 15 not exceeded in the known world.

I desire to thank the councilmen most heartily whose
term of office expires today, for their universal kindness
towards me during the past yvear. lo all our delibera-
tions the utmost harmony prevailed, the minority always
accepting the decision of the majority gracefully, pleas-
antly and philosophically. This is as it should be and 1
part with you, genticmen, officially, with feelings of deep
reeret. To the new members T extend hearty and kindly
greetings and the right hand of friendship.

In conclusion, gentlemen of the council, I can but
believe that the experience of the old members during
the past vear will lend added knowledge to our work in
the year to come, which will re-act to the benefit of all;
and that every cnergy will be directed so as to conduce
to the well-being of our people and the prosperity of our
city.



MUNICIFAL REGULATIONS,

FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AGAINST THE CITY.

All hills agrainst the city must be approved by the
person aunthorizing the charge; and unless this is done,
no action can be had upon the bill by the committes on
accounts and claims, and no order will be given for its
payment.  When bills are certified to as above, and left
with the city clerk not later than Thursday, at 12 o'clock
m., preceding the Iast Monday of cach month, they will
be audited by the committee on accounts and claims, and
if approved by them and allowed by the council, will be
ready [or payment on the following Wednesday, al the
office of the city treasurcr.

Mectings of the committee on accounts and claims
arc held on the Friday preceding the last Monday of cach
month, at 7.30 o'clock p. m., at the city clerk's office.



