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CHARLOTTE BRONTE

OsiEcTION is often raised against realistic
biography because it reveals so much that
is important and even sacred about a man's
life. The real objection to it will rather
be found in the fact that it reveals about
a man the precise points which are unim-
portant. It reveals and asserts and insists
on exactly those things in a man's life of
which the men himself is wholly uncon-
scious; his exact class in society, the eir-
cumstances of his ancestry, the place of
his present location. These are things

which do not, properly speaking, ever
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CHARLOTTE BRONTE

arise before the human vision. They do
not occur to 2 man’s mind; it may be
said, with almost equal truth, that they
do not occur in a man’s life. A man no
more thinks about himself as the inhabitant
of the third house in a row of Brixton
villas than he thinks zbout himself as a
strange animal with two legs. What a
man's name was, what his income was,
whom he married, where he lived, these
are not sanctities; they are irrelevancies,
A very strong case of this is the case
of the Brontés. The Bronté is in the
position of the mad lady in a country
village; her eccentricities form an endless
source of innocent conversation to that
exceedingly mild and bucolic circle, the
literary world. The truly glorious gossips
of literature, like Mr Awugustine Birrell
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and Mr Andrew Lang, never tire of col-
lecting all the glimpses and enecdotes and
sermons and side-lights and sticks and
straws which will go to make a Bronté
museum. They are the most personally
discussed of all Vietorian authors, and the
limelight of biography has left few darkened
corners in the dark old Yorkshire house.
And yet the whole of this biographieal
investigation, though natural and pictur-
esque, is not wholly suitable to the Brontés.
For the Bront# genius was above all things
deputed to assert the supreme unimpor-
tance of externals. Up to that -point truth
had always been conceived as existing more
or less in the novel of manners. Charlotte
Bronté electrified the world by showing
that en infinitely older and more elemental

truth could be conveyed by a novel in
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