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FREFACE.

BY THE EDITOR.

—_—

& Tux Lsy Sermons of 8. T. Coleridge, brought
T out originally as pamphlets, n the years 1816 and
n 1817, then appended to the third edition of the
* Chorch and State, are now for the firat time
% presented to the public in a separate volume.

i} H;thamtheyhnve perhaps excited lees attentiom,
mpmptt.mtﬂﬂ:mwnﬂ]mnd importance, than
any other of the suthor's productions. It was
ot to be expected that they should become
mmediately popular. They do not bear an
stiractive &itle. Neither the umion of religion
with polities, nor of philoscphy with religion, meeta
with general favour in this country. Each of these
mbjects is studied apart, by » diferent class of
* o The Statesman's Manual" & Lay Bermen, 8vo. Gale
and Fepner, 1816, “Blomed are ye that sow beside all

Witers,” & Lay Sermon. Gale snd Feomer, 8vo., 1817,
b
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persons, very commonly in & epirit of muntusl
jealousy. It is the object of the Lay SBermons to
exhibit them 88 necessarily interdependent. "With
somewhat of an oeccasional charncter, with an
expresa reference to s particular conjuncture of
affairs, not without an sppesrance, though an
appearance only, of political biss, and with con-
siderable warmth of language, they concilisted no
prepossessions, and were caleulated to serve no
party purpose. Above sll, they were found fo
require a fixity of attention in the perusal, and an
amount of patient afterthought, which it would be
unressonable to expect from the many, and which
is not easy to obtain, for any deeper process of
self-knowledge, even from & few.

Yet it canmot be doubted that these Bermonsm
have found readers, more or less thoughtful, and
have contributed with the rest of the aunthor's
writings, to leaven the public mind. Opinions, here
eombated, it might almost seem with the energy of
deepair,—waye of thinking then all but universal,
are now no longer prevalent ;—at least they no
longer rise to the surface, Indeed there have been
witnessed more than indications of am opposite
extreme,—a result which has been expressly attri-
buted, both by friendly and unfriendly cbeervers,
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to the writings and econversation of Coleridge.
There may be some truth in the allegation. Prin-
ciples, the guides and eupporta of thought, when
removed from the ground out of which they spring,
can hardly fail to lesd to exeess. They become of
limited application, and can no longer be regarded
as organs of sheolute truth. The founders, are not
the leaders of opinion. For ome of the former,
there are many of the latter, who may be mutuslly
opposed, yet refer to a common suthority. Or, if
it be more convenient, they may deny their origin,
and impute it as a reproach to their opponents.
It has 8o fared with Colerndge. He has been
made responsible for contending errers, and for
rival mischiefs, by those who owe to him, directly
or remotely, whatever is true or etriking in the
school of thought which they profess. Or theywould
have it to be understood that he worked for his
own age :—that his work iz done, and his mission
astan end. Of the Lay Bermous, more particalarly,
it may be imagined that they refer to the past, and
that the lapse of five and thirky years has deprived
them of whatever importance they once possessed.
To these and the like objections currently alleged
against the writings of Coleridge (the influence of
which, felt, it msy confidently be ssseried, in every
b3
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sect' of opinion, has been, and is, from different
quarters, and in & contrary semse, continually
impugned), it is best to reply by an appeal to the
works themselves.

The Lay Sermona, to which the attention of the
reader is pow invited, taken together, may be
regarded as & contribution to religious philosophy,
congidered under three aspects, as politics or the
doctrine of civil rights, snd duties; ms mental
philosophy ; snd as theology, commonly eo called.
Ar sbove remsarked, these sre exhibited in mutual
connexion; but of the two trestises the latter is
more political, the former more expressly theo-
logical ; while the Appendix to the first Sermon,
not the least valuable portion of the whole, containa
what is most peculiar to the author, in the region
of pure thoughs.

The suthor's political views may possibly have
created 8 prejudice againet him with some of
those who would be disposed to respect hia jodg-
ment on other points. They are opposed, in
appearancs, to those formerly maintained by himself.
Perhaps they may be thought to partake in certain
economical fallacies which have subsequently been
exposed. A closer inspection will, it is believed, leave
adifferent impression. The form may belong in some-
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measure to the past; the principles enunciated, snd

Primé facie, the line taken may appear to be that
of the old Tory. It is more imaginative, more religious
—more a matter of prineiple, and less of expediency
—than that of the modern Conservative. Addressing
his eountrymen shortly after the conelusion of the
Peninsnlar Wer, at a period of great national
depression, and general disecontent, he is directly
and vehemently opposed to the self-styled refor-
merg, who were thon ranged on the popular side
and arrogated to themselves the exclusive attributes
of liberality and patriotism. The arts of the dema-
gogne were never more keenly apalysed or mare
eloquently demounced. As specimens of splendid
writing, these paragraphs eannot but be perused
with interest, whatever may be thought of their
political bearing ; but in truth they read a lesson
of continual appliestion in every free state. They
point out and deseribe the ever-recurring eanker
of liberty. It is not much that could be added
to what may be found on this head in Thucydides,
Plato and Aristophanes ; but where shall we find
the experienced warning of the profound, the subtle,
snd the witty Greek, so reproduced,—so tranalated
for English ears. )



