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A

DISQUISITION

Concerning

@uclefiaftical Councils,

Proving, that not only Paftors, But Brethren delegated by the Churches,
have equally a Right to a decifive Vote in fuch Affemblies. To which
is added, Propofals concerning Confociation of Churches, Agreed
upon by a Syrod, which Convened at Bofon, in New-England,

With a Pr:j‘ac:, containining a forther Vindication of the *
Congregational Dilcipline.

By Increafe Mather. D. D.

Prov. 11. 14 Tn the Multitude of Counfeliors there i fafety.

Afts 18, 23, They wrote Latters by them, after this manner, The Apofles, and Elders,
and Brethren.

Jus ferendi in Concilijs ad Laicos poteft Extendi, et plus aliquande, quam ad Multos
clericorum.  Gerjom,  Citante Parber Ecclefiaff. L6, 3. Cap. 28, p. 387.

Judicium [in Concilijs] et quoad facul et quoad Authori Lo ire pofelt
doétis qui non funt Epiicopi, Ames Bellerm. Enere. Tom. 2 Cup. 2. . 18,

Baften, Printed for V. Boene, at the Sign of the Bible in Cormdil.
1716.
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THE

Preface.

HAT Controverfies about Forms of Ecclefiaflical Difeipline, concern

not the Efentials of Religion, but that Good Men may be of vari-
ous Sentiments about them ; Safva Fide, of Caritate, is readily acknowl-
edged. Neverthelefs, there ought to be & fingular Regard unto Truths
of this Nature, by us in NewEngland, above what may be affirmed of
Men in any other Part of the World, fince our Fathers were Perfecuted
out of their Native Land, and fain to fly into the Wildernefs, for their
Teflimony thereunto : great were the Difficulties and Temptations, and
Stiaits, which they for fome time conflitted [ii] with, and ail upon no
other Account, but that fo they might enjoy a pure Difeipline and Church
Sate, exactly conformable to the Mind of Chrif, revealed in the Holy
Scriptures. On which Account, for their Pofterity to depart from what
their Fathers have with fo much Clearnefs of Scripture Light, taught
and praétifed, and confirmed with fo great Sufferings ; muft needs be 2
greater Sin and Provocation to the Eyes of his Glory, than may be
faid of any other People on the Face of the Earth,

Concerning Forms of Church-Government, befides thofe of the Comgre
gational Way, there have been efpecially two Pretenders to a Divine
Right, viz. thofe that plead for the Epifmpal, and thofe that are for the
Preshyterian Difcipline. In the famous Treaty at Uxbridpe between
eminent Divines of both Perfuafions, after they had been for fame time
arguing the Matter, the Marquifs of Hertford fpoke to this Effect; (a)
My Lords, (faid he) Aere is much faid concerning Church-Government in
[iii] general; the Reverend Divines on the Kings Part affirm, that Epifco-

(a) Sér B. Whitlock's Menrorvals. g, 123.
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pacy és Jure Divino; the Reverend Miniflers on the other Fart do affirm,
that Presbytery i Jure Divino ; for my pari, I think that neither of them,
nor any other Form is Jure Divino, and therefore defire we may hear no
more about that Controver/y. I could eafily fay as that Noble Lord did,
as to the two contending Parties, without concurring in his general
Negative. I have been told, that the admirably Learned Dr. Priden,
{once Repius Profeffor in Oxford, and a great Ornament to that Univer-
fity) being asked what Form of Church-Government he thought was of
Divine Inftitution, replied, that he fuppofed that no particular Form
was Fure Diving; but if any were fo, it was that which Congregational
Men made a Profeflion of The Proteftant Churches in Helvetia, have
no Ecclefiattical Difcipline ; but if any Members of (#) their Churches
fall into Scandals, they turn them over to the Civil Magiftrate to difci-
pline them. But fo [iv] much has been written by the Learned Mr. Rober?
Parker, (#) to prove that there is a Form of Church-Government of
Divine Inftitution, as I think cannot be anfwered, and the famous Mr.
George Gillefpy (@) has abundantly confuted Eraffiansfme.

It has been injurious to thofe of the Congregational Perfuafion, that
the Name of Broznifs has been undefervedly impofed upon them, from
whom they differ effentially. The Browmifis make the Community to
be Rulers; whereas thofe of the Congregational Difcipline, although
they believe that Priviledge, and in that refpeét Power belongs to the
Fraternity, yet that Rule and Government is peculiar to the Presby-
tery; and that there cannot be a Valid Church At without the Con-
fent of the Brotherhood, nor without the Concurrence of the Elder-
thip, in an Organick Church. Browwifs difown all Churches befides
their own, renouncing all the Parith Churches in [v] England, and the
Reformed Churches in other Nations alfo, as no true Churches of

{8} Tigurine Liturgy. p. 133

(e} De Politeia Ecclefiafiica, L. 1. Cap. 1015 o Lib. 2. €, 42. 44

(d) Aaros’s Kod blgfoming.
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Chrift. It deferves a Remark, that Reber? Brown, the Father of thofe
called {¢) Brownifls, after he had maintained, that there was me Churoh
in England, did himfelf become a Conformift, and Parfon of a Parith
in Northamplonfhire, called 4 Church. Congregationalifts are of an-
other Spirit and Principle. They are the genuine Poflerity of the good
Old Puritan Nonconformiffs. There was loog {ince an admirable little
Book, (little in bulk, but great in worth) Printed with that Title, Puritan-
ifwnus Anglicanus, which Dr. Ames has honoured with a Preface, whence
he has been fuppofed to be the Compolfer of it. But a Learned (/)
Profeflor in the Univerfity of Leydem, has informed us, that mot Dr.
Ames, but Mr. Bradfhaw, an Eminent Nonconformift Minifter, (whofe
Life has been written by Learned Mr. Gafaker, and publithed by Mr,
Clark) was the Author of that Judici[viJous Script. It is perfeét Congre-
guationalifm, The Principles of thofe, who are for the Congregational
Difcipline, are fuch as thefe. v. That a Particular Church, as to the
Matter of it, ought to confift of fuch as are in the Judgment of rational
Charity, Saiuts, and faithful Brethiren in Chriff. Of fuch were the
Churches planted by the Apoftles. 2. That the frm of a Church, or
that which does effentiate and diftinguith it from all other Societies, is
a G for Ag t to walk together in the Obfervation of all the
Ordinances of the Lord Jefus Chrift; which Covenant, tho' only im-
plicit, gives Being to a Church ; neverthelefs, that an explicit Covenant
is moft eligible. 3. That a Particular Church, has Power given to them
from the Lord Chrift, to Choofe their own Officers, zis. Paftors, Teach-
ers, Ruling-Elders,.and Deacons. 4. The Effence of a Minifter's Call
to the Paftoral Office, is in a mutual Eleftion. They are for the Im-
pofition of the Hands of the Presbytery in Ordination, Neverthelefs,
they look not on that as effential, but as adiaphorus. [vii] In which they
agree with fome Eminent Divines of the Presbyterian Judgment, partic-
(e) Pagit. Hargiograply. p. 67.
(£} Hornbeck Epift. ad Durium. p. 27,
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ularly with Mr. Gillefpy, (£) nay with the general Kirk Affembly in
Scotland, as whoever fhall confult Mr. Calderwood, () will find it often
afferted. . That a Particular Church being furnithed with Elders, at
leaft with a Teaching Elder, has fall Power to exercife Difcipline within
it felf, without depending on any other Superiour Jurifdiftion. The
famous Mr. Paul Baine (i) affirms, particular Churches are equal and
fndependent on one h He is (fo far as I underftand) the firft
Writer by whom that Term has been ufed. It is very unreafonable,
that for this, Congregational Men fhould be Nick.named Jadgpendents.
A late Author, who is not of that Way, but a Conformit, (#) fays, That in
the Primitive [viil] Times every Particular Church was Independent, h. e,
that it had a fufficient Right and Power in i folf to punih all its Delin-
quents, withowi the Concurrence of other Churches. There is then no
Reafon why fuch as are for the Congregational Difcipline, fhould be
reproachfully called /ndependents. QOur New-England Platform of
Church Difcipline diflikes that Name. Mr. Hooker () thinks it was
from the Subtilty of Satan, to fix that Name upon thofe that profeffed
the Truth ; that fo the Truth it felf might be made naufeous and dif-
taftful. Mr. Fokn Beverley (m) complains of it. Thofe famous Apolo-
gifts, Dr. Goodwin, Mr. Nye, Mr. Simg/on, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Bridge,
(who have been efteemed Pillars amongft thofe of that Way,) publickly
and folemnly declared, That if was a Maxim o be abhorred, that a fingle
Sociely of Men, pretending lo be endow'd with a Power from Chrifl, fo
Judge them of the fome Body, frowld arvogate fo themfelves an Exempiion
Srom [ix] giving an Account, or being Cenfurable of any other, either Chrif
tian Jﬂ'qgrﬂrq&, or Neighbour Churches, Seo far (fay they) was our Fudg-

\g) Englik Popife Ceremonics. p. 285.

(h) Hiffory of Churck of Scotland, . 26, 383, 418, 425: (i) Diocefens Trial.

(k) Enguiry concerning the Difeipline of the Primitive Churches, fuppofed to be writ-
lew by Mr. King, Chap. 8. . 39.

1) Survey, part 3. Chap. 3. (m) Dwio Reformantivm,
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ment from that Independent Liberly, which Aas been imputed to us. 6. As
all Proteftant Writers of Note (Grofius only excepted) approve of the
Neceffity and Ufefulnefs of Ecclefiaftical Councils, fo do thofe of the
Congregational Difcipline. It has ever been their declared Judgment,
that when there is Want of either Light or Peace in a Particular Church,
it is their Duty to ask for Council, with which Neighbour Churches
ought to afiit by fending their Elders, and other Mefiengers, to advife
and help them in their Difficulties. And that in Momentous Matters
of common Concernment, Particular Churches fhould proceed with the
Concurrence of Neighbour Churches. So in the Ordination of a Paf
tor, much more in the depofing of one. Thus it has ever been in the
Churches of New-England. And fo it was in the more Primitive Times
of Chriftianity, when the People had Chofen a Paftor, they defired
Neighbour Paftors to Concur [x] in his Ordination. When () Alexander
was Chofen a Bifhop or Paflor at Ferufalem, it was with the Concur-
rence of the Neighbours. Cyprian (o) fays, that when Cormelius was
Ordained, it was the Approbation of Sixteen Paftors. So when any
Church had fufficient Caufe to depofe a Paftor, they would not do it
without the Advice of a Council. When Paulus Samafetanus (p) was
depofed for his Haretical Opinions, it was with the Concurrence of a
Council, which met at Adnfiock, about that Affair,. When Privatus the
Bithop of Lambefe (7) was depofed, it was with the Advice of many
other Paftors,

But if thofe of the Congregational Difcipline are fo well affeied to
Councils, what then is the Difference between a Presbyterian and Con-
gregational Man? Truly, a moderate Presbyterian and a folid Congre-
gational Man differ fo little, as that 'tis Pity they [xi] thou'd differ at all,
My Deareft Brother Samue! Mather (whofe Succeffor I am here in
Boflon, he having been the firft that preached the Gofpel to that Church

(o) Eunfe, Lib. 6. Cap. 11, (o} Epif. 52.

= p) Bufeb. Lib. 7. Cap. 3o. (q} Cyprian. Epif. 55.




