THE TRAGEDIES. IN FOUR
VOLUMES. VOL. I; MEMOIRS
OF ALFIERI. MEMOIRS OF
THE LIFE AND WRITINGS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649723157

The Tragedies. In Four Volumes. Vol. I; Memoirs of Alfieri. Memoirs of the Life and Writings
by Vittorio Alfieri

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VITTORIO ALFIERI

THE TRAGEDIES. IN FOUR
VOLUMES. VOL. I; MEMOIRS
OF ALFIERI. MEMOIRS OF
THE LIFE AND WRITINGS

ﬁTrieste






MEMOIRS OF ALFIERI.



THE
TRAGEDIES

VITTORIO ALFIERI;
Tramalated from the Xtalinw,

Y

CHARLES LLOYD.

SECOND EDITION.

To which In prefxed,
Memoirs of the Like andy Eritmgs of Alfieri,

IN FOUR VOLYMES,
VOL.GL .00
MEMOIRS OF ALFIERL: " -

LONDON :
CHARLES AXD BENAY BALDWYN, NEWOATE-STREET.

1821.
';'-"\tﬁ- %



MEMOIRS

L]
oF THE

LIFE AND WRITINGS

OF

VITTORIO ALFIERL

“ ALPIERI TS THE GREAT er. pr‘mf .l.ﬂl.. ]
sea Lﬂlhlﬁaﬁ: 42

L
gL

LONDON:

CHARLES ARD HENRY BALDWYN, NEWGATE-STREET.

1821.
a\h.ﬂ %



ADVERTISEMENT.

It was at first the intention of the writer of this SKETCH
to have presented the public with o transiation of Al-
Sieri's own Memorrs or mis Live, and (o have sup-
plied additional fucts and explanatory observations in
the notes. A careful re-perusal of the original nar-
rative convinced him, that a much smailer work might
be made to embrace every topic of inferest or informa-
tion in the Life of Alflers. There iz a strong and a
nafural prejudice in favour of auto-biography; bui
the narrative tn question possesses nome of the graces
and inderest peculiar to that species of composition. It
has none of the passionate earnesiness of Rousseax, or
of the vivacious garrulity of Marmontel and Goldon:;
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it iz a dry, unimpressive detail of facts and openions,
neither enlivened by anecdote or ennobled by feeling.
The Author never descends from his tragic elevation,
o converse on equal terms with the reader : he registers
the follies of his youth and the passions of his manhood
with stoical coldness and patrician dignity. The strict
veracily of Alfieri bas never heen called in guestion,
but his personal and political feelings give a colouring
to hiz navradion, al once fallacious and repulsive. It
is presumed, that the present publication will be found
to possess all the information, without the diffuseness
of the original work, and to comprise, in a readable
form, every incident and trait in the life and character
of Alfieri, which can assist the English Reader in form-
ing a correct estimate of the talents and eccemtricities
of the greatest of [talian Dramatists. .
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CHAPTER THE FIRsST., 1740-1758.

Infancy.

Vitrorio ALFiER1 was born on the 17th of
January, 1749, at Asti, in Piedmont, of noble
and wealthy parents. His father, Antonio Alfieri,
was & man of strict morals and great simplicity
of manners. After remaining unmarried until
upwards of fifty, he became enamoured of the
young widow of the Marquis of Cacherano, a
nobleman of Asti. The fruit of this union was
adaughter; and, two years after, a son, whose
birth was & source of infinite joy to his father,
who was anxious to have his name perpetuated.
The young Vittorio was sent to nurse in the
village of Rovigliasco, two miles from Asti,
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where his father, who was still hearty and robust,
came to see him almost every day, in defiance
of the weather. In one of these excursions he
over-heated himself, and was attacked by an in-
flammation in his lungs, which in & few days
carried him off. His widow was left pregmant
with another boy, who died in his infancy ; and,
besides her children by Alfieri, had two daugh-
ters and a son, by her firest husband, living. She
was still young and handsome, and espoused for
her third husband the Chevalier Hyacinth de
Magliano, the representative of a different
branch of the Alfieri family, who had sue-
ceeded to an immense property by the death of
his elder brother. Vittorio and his sister Julia
experienced the utmost kindness from their new
parent. -

The signora’s eldest son and daughter were
successively sent to Turin ; the one to the Col-
lege of Jesuite, the other to a convent. Shortly
after, Julia was placed in a convent at Asti, to
the great grief of Vittorio, between whom and
his sister the strongest affection existed. A




