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** Then took & goatakin f1I'D with precious wing,
Mellifinous, undecaying, snd divine |
I'he gifs of Maron of Evenshons’ ling,
{Tha pricet of Pheboe ot th* Ismearian shrine),
Whinh, now aoma sges firom his rees soncsali'd,
The hoary eire In grasitade reveal'd
Boch was the wine,—to guench whose fervent sbeam,
Heares Ywenly mesanred o the living strewm,
T epal Gob gup suffiped : the goiied crown'd
Pronsh'd sromatio frrgruncies aroand.™

CroEssET, bn ln.
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Tus policy of the British Government having by recent
legislation been fairly dirccted towards measures tending
to promote a large and early developement of inercased
cotwumption of foreign wines in this kingdom, & new em
is opening for the daily use snd enjoyment by &l classes
of that refroehing boverage. For pomerations past, high
end prohibitive fiscal duties had served to exclode the
lighter winea of Europe, and the people being thus hmited
to the kmowledge of & fow leading and expensive sorts,
their taste and judgment were much contreeted, if not
perverted.  ¥et no production of the soil, perhaps, de-
mends more uniform care and forcfhought than the grape,
to make it yield in full perfection. Nor should this be
matter of doubt or surprise when the many delicate eir-
cumstances which affect the health of the vine and the
quality of the fruit are fairly considered. A singlo year
of slovenly cultivation, an injudicious mode of training
or pruning, en untimely season of frost, or rain, or blight
may deteriorate for years the propertics of any parti-
cular growth, Carelossness, too, in harvesting the fruit,
negligence. in the Paﬁipululions end subsequent process,
imperfect formentation, unsiilful treatment of the most,



i L' ENvVOL

unclean casks or inadequate storeage, to say nothing of
the frequent poverty and ignorance of the farmera them-
selves,—all tond to modify the strength and virtues of the
product, and s multiply the sources of uncerfainty, that
uniform guality is not attainable even by cultivators of
the highest reputa.

To herald the emancipation of hilarious Bacchus from
fizeal shacldes of more than a century and a half’s duration,
neither senatorial eloguence nor sanguine anticipetions
were wanting, and England's parliament rescunded with
echoing sympathy and applavse. It conld not be gainsaid,
that the substitntion of & cheap and wholesome beverage
would do more to wesn an indnstrial people from eonfirmed
habits of inebriety then sll the euwstom-house restriotions
or Maine liquor laws in the world. The expansion thus
wisely insugurated for the inorease of commercial activity
in wincs, will doubtless promote the importation of vin-
tages hitherto unavailsble or unknown in this country;
and as sound and timely suggestions in aid of a true ap-
preciation and judicious selection for private use may be
appropriate and eerviceable at such a juneture, this slight
attempt to elucidste suecinetly and correetly some of the
chief points connected with a subject of so much interest
iz respectfully proffered to an indulgent public.

Lowpon, December, 1860,
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WINE:
Foiw fo Choose it, wnd hoby fo EHse il

Er ]

~¢ Early Origin & Description of the Vine,
Bk HE invention of wine, like the origin of many
other important arts, is enveloped in the ob-
scurity of the remotest ages of the world;
but in the history of ancient nations it has
been commonly aseribed fo those chiefs and
= heroes who contributed most to advance and
_ n}mnhmﬂlmmpmmamm and to
}‘f’,' whom divine honours were often rendered
1 .,.a in acknowledgment of the benefits which they
o hed conferred on mankind, Without dwell-
ing on the fabulous traditions handed down
on the subject, it may be sufficient to ob-
Y gerve, that the nse of wine eould not have
#7 remained long unknown to those portions
}( of the globe where the vine freely grows.
Bacchus, after his training by the Nysean
nymphs, is eaid to have iraversed nearly the whole known
world, introducing the eulture of the grape, and diffusing
reflnement wherever he went.
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