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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL.

DeparTment or CoMmerce,
Bureaw oF Foreren anp Domestic Commercs,
Washington, August 1, 1518,

Sin: T}mre iz submitted herewith a report by Trade Commissioner
Philip 8. Smith on the markets for electrical goods in Argentina,
Uruguay, and Brazil. During the war American goods have thor-
oughly established themeselves in thasze three countries, especially in
Brazil. In many lines they should continue to maintain a leading
place on the market, but in order that they may do so American man-
ufacturers will have to kecp in clese touch with the trade, particu-
lurly by working through active apents in the principal trade
centors. The use of electricity is very widespread throughout the
three countries, but the high eost of imported fucl and the lack of
water power tend to limit its nse in Arpentina and Urngmay. In
Brazil, on the other hand, there 15 8 most promising future for elee-
tricity and electrical materials because of the immense amount of
water power available. As this power is found for the most part in
the coastal section of the country, it will be available for industrial
enterprises and for general lighting, heating, and power purposes
in the namerous towns and cities of this section, which includes the
greater purt of the population of the country. The present users of
electrical materials are well acquainted with American goods, which
are almost univerzally in pood favor,

Respeciiully,
Privir B. Kenxeoy,

Director,
To Hon. Wooraw C. RenrFieLn,

Becretary of Commerce.






ELECTRICAL 600DS IN ARGENTINA, URUGUAY, AND BRAZIL.

ARGENTINA.
FEATURES OF ARGENTINE MARKET.

The Argentine Republic is the second larﬁtﬁt in South America,
having an area of 1,125,000 square miles. For the most part it 18
relatively flat, resembling to s certain extent the Middle Western
States of the Tlnited States. The northern section, however, is
eovered with subtropical forests and g narrow strip al’ung the west-
ern border is very mountainous, the boundary betwesn tina and
Chila being the line which touches the highest peaks of the Andean
Cordillera. The great wealth of the country has been produced by
sgriculture and cattla raising, as tha soil is extremely fertile in almost
the entire extent of the couniry and can be worked by modern
methods on a large scale.

The population is 7,886,000, which means & density of approxi-
mately 7 inhabitanta per equare mile, as compared with 85 per
square mile in the United States, and 190 to 200 in the centrsl coun-
tries of Europe. In normal vears immigration steadily incressed,
and reached 302,000 in 1915. Twe years later it had fallen to
15,000, and to-day it has stepped compietely. The greater number
of immiprants have always come from Spain, although Itsly ce-
cupies a tajrly close eecond place. Probably 90 per cent are farmers,
or small merchants, and therafore do not contribute to any appre-
ciable extent to the industrial growth of the nation. From the
nature of the country, however, it must depend upon its soil, rather
than upon manufacturing, and consequently this class of immigrs-
tion is mors desirable for the present. As tima goes on it will be
necessary to attract more mechanics and skilled laborers if the de-
gired program of factory development ie to meet with any degres
of muecess. It i estimated that 20 to 25 per cent of the entire -
ulation lives in Buenos Aires and soburbs, and that ‘pructica.]f
a0 cent Lives in the country, or in small towna of a few thou
mf To this particular distribution of ]i:;}puhtiﬂn 15 due the fact
that in Argentina there arc a lurge number of electric generating
plants with less than 150 kilowatis capacity, as well as the Jargest
single central station in South Americs,

CLIMATE.

In the west and northwest, where Arpentina joing the Chilean
Andes and the highlands of Bolivia, anfﬂl‘; the extreme south of
the Territory of Iga.tagonin, the climate iz very variable, there bein,
frequent rains and fluctuating temperatures, which are, in general,
much lower than any experienced in the central section, The latter
is the great agricultural belt, and while subject to wide changes in
temperature between the summer and winter months, does not have
the rapid variations of the mountainous regions, <
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There is still a third division known as the Checo, which includes
the Territories in the northeast. Part of this division is within the
Tropics and the general climatic conditions of the whole of it are
those of the Torrid Zone. It is inhabited principally by Indians
and is practically inaccessible except by water, smal{ craft being
sble to ply upon the numarous streams draining that region, none
of which are suitable for hydroelectric development, as the gradient
iz not sufficient to furnish a proper fall within a ressonable distance.

Of theso thros districts the central is the only one that is commer-
cially important, as it is here that most of the people live. Duri
the winter the thermometer stands nsually around 40° to 50° F.
and upon eare occasions drope to 32° or slightly lower. Snow has
fallen in Buenos Aires a few times, This low temperature holds
for some three months and makes life quite uncomfortable, cspe-
cially to North Americans, except in thoss few buildings which
have been equipped with central geat.ing plants. Loeal heating by
plectricity would be ideal for this saction and would add a great
deal to the comfort of living. Once this fact is realized, a large
field will be opened for the introduction of amall deviees for inter-
mittent use. e chief obstacle in the way of making such mate-
rial better known is the Iact that the people have never been acciis-
tomed to artificial heat of any sort and are inclined toward the be-
lief that it is detrimental to the health.

FPRINCIPAL C1T1ES.

Arfmtina_, on _acconnt of the concentration of a large part of its
po]ivu ation 1n the_ central section, i= _]m'g{:l dominated ecommer-
¢inlly by Buenos Aires, the Federal capital. o port there has been
extengively developed and is being enlarged at the present time to
take care of a tly increased traffie, so that it will be in & position
to handle all angs that are likely to be made vpon . The only
other ports of much interest to shippers to Argentina are Rosario and
Bshia Blanca. Both are deep-water ports and are well provided
with freight-handling facilities, althongh they are more important
as eXporting than as importing centers. They are largely cxploited
by private companies which hold concessione from the (rovernment
nndp which are leaders in a movement to secure a greater share of
the incoming freight from overseas. These companies are the Cen-
tral Argentine Ruilway and the Buenos Aires & Pacific Railway,
which would profit by carrying into the interior all freight entering
at thess ports and which bring to the terminal elevators all the grain
which is exported through them, such exporiation now heing the
principal business of Rosario and Bahia Blanca. 1t is highly desir-
able that our exporters should hecome better acquainted with these
cities and with others in the interior, inasmuch as the life is in many
respects .quite different from that in Buenos Aires, and only b
appreciating this can cne form an accurate opinion regarding trade
ponditions over the country as & whole. As direct importing centers,
however, they are of relatively little importance, as the greater part
of the material purchased by merchants in these cities is actually
bought through Eueuﬂs Ajres, or through houses whose main offices
are %auated there, with branches in the simalier cities




