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PREFACE.

THE ready sale of the first edition of this little
book has given the suthor the opportunity of placing
before the public of New Zealand an improved issue,
better adapted for use in Schools, The plan has not
been modified, but the amount of matter included
has been cut down by the omission of the account
of the Auvstralian Colomies. Great pains have been
taken to secure accuracy of statement, and to pre-
sent a full and faithful account of the present con-
dition of the Colony. The author is greatly indebted
to Mr. James M'Kerrow, Assistant Surveyor-General,
for much valuable information most readily supplied;
and also to Messrs. R. J. O'Sullivan, W, Colenso, and
R. Lee, Inspectors of Schools in different parts of
New Zealand, besides several other gentiemen inter-
ested in the subject.

Duxebin, 1880,






NEW ZEALAND.

POSITION OF NEW ZEALAND.

NEW ZEALAND is e Qolony of the British Empire,
and lies in the south-western reglon of the Pacitic Ocean,
about 1,200 miles sonth-east of Anatralia, end 12,000 from
Great Britain. It comprises the North Island, the South
Island, and Stewart Island, with the snsll islands near
their coasta; also the Chatham Islands, the Auckland
Ielands, Campbell Island, and Boonty and Antipodes
Islands—all lying & considerable distance off The An-
tipodes group is o named from ite being nearly opposite to
Great Britain.

The three main islanda lie between 34° 22' and 47° 18
south Iatitude, and 166° 27" und 178° 34’ east longitude

AREA AND DIMENBIONS.

The area of New Zenland is 106,260 square miles, or
pomewhat less than that of Great Britain and Ireland,
which is 121,878 square miles. The distance between the
north and scuth extremities iz about 1,100 miles, and the
average breadth about 120, while no part is more than ¥5
miles from the coast.



L] NEW ZEALAND.

The Bouth Island is about 550 miles long, with a
breadth of from 140 to 180 miles, and an area of 56,244
pquare miles; being nearly the size of England and
Walea

The North Island iz about 560 miles long, with a
greatest breadth of 280 miles, and an area of 44,736 squars
miles; being rather less than the ares of England, exclusive
of Walen,

Stewart Island is 30 miles long by 25 broad, and has
an area of 1,300 square miles,

The eoast line is sbout 3,000 miles in length,

Cook 8trait—13 miles ncross at the narrowest part—
separates the North and South Islanda

Foveaux Strait—about 15 miles noross—separates the
South Ialand from Btewart Ieland.

THE POLITICAL DIVISIONS,

The Main Islands are divided into Provineial Dis-
tricts, which represent the former Provinees, and ars
enbdivided into Counties.

The South Island contains five Provineial Districts,
namely r—

(1.) Marlborough, in the North-east, subdivided into
thres Counties. Its chief town is Blenheim.

{2.) Nelsom, south-west of Marlborough, touching the
East, North, and West Coasta, and subdivided into zeven
Countien  Tta chief town is Nelson,

(3.) Canterbury, south of Nalson, on the East Coast,
subdivided into six Countiea Ita chief town is Uhrist-
church,

(+) Otago, south of Canterbury, and including Stewart
Island, subdivided into fourteen Countien Ita chief town
is Dunedin.
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(5.) Westland, west of Canterbury, forming & single
County. Its chief town is Hokitika.

The North Island contains four Provincial Dis-

(L) Auckland, occupying the North, subdivided into
twenty-one Counties, Its chief town is Anckland

{2.) Hawke's Bay, cn the East Const, subdivided into
three Counties, Its chief town in Napier.

{3.) Wellington, cocupying the South, subdivided into
six Counties. Its chief town is Wellington.

(1) Taranaki, on the West Coast, subdivided into
two Counties, Its chief town is New Plymouth.

Naw Zealand thus containg 63 Counties, 32 of which
lie in the North Island, and 21 in the South Island,

JOART FEATURES
BourH IsLaxo. .
North of Nelson and Marl-- the mainland, through
borough :— which steamers cau

Cape Farewell, fruml just pees when tide
which a sand - bank, and wenther are favour-

called Farewell Bpit, ex-|  abla,
bondu s long wap to-ihe]  Admiradly Bay:
oast, Pelorus Sound, s pictur-

Golden or Massacre Bay
{here some of Tasman's
sailord were killed by
Natives).

Tasman or Blind Bay.
The French Paas, & nar-
row channel, between
D'Urville Inland snd

eaque branching inlet.

Oepe Jackson.

Queen CharlotteSound,
a picturesque branching
inlet.

Tory Chentiel, the Fast-
ern entrance to Queen
Charlotte Bound,



