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STATEMENT.

PP —

Tas troubles in the Congregational Church in Scuik Hadley
Falls have been made the subject of so mach observalion, and have
generally been so much misrepresented and misonderstood, that it
is high time the churches around, and the public generally, should
koow something from an suthentic and reliable soorce as to their
real history.

It is due also to thoss ministers and friends who have so nobly
stood by us throughout our trisls, that we should eupply them with
proof such ns shall satisfy them that they have, in so doing, been the
uphelders of truth and uprightnesa.

It is likewise due to those who may form the church when the

_ present generation haa passed away, to leave them some account of
its difficulties, that they may know how much has been snffered by
their predeceasors in the defence of the truth as it is in Jesus, and
of the pure principles and polity of Congregationalistm.

The “First Congregational Church, in South Hadley Falls,"
therefore, now puts forth this plain statement of facts, that it may
be undersiood by all whe are willing to be informed, that & deep
wrong has been committed against it; and that all the measnres
which have been adopted to cause its downfall, have beem based
upon the fraud and falsehood of & few unserupulous men.

We enter into no vindication, we use no special pleading, we sim-
ply etand upon righteousness, and truth, and justice; and from this
foundation all the ex parte couneils in the world can never move us.

The apparent commencement of the troubles was on this wise :
QOur pastor, Rev. R. Knight, had been much grisved for some time,
by the endeavors of the chorister to sift into the minds of some of
the young people of the congregation, very pernicious docirines;
and was very much rejoiced when eaid chorister told him on Satur-
day, October 15, 1859, that the next Sabbath would be the last of
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his exercises unless the Society would pay him for his services. The
pastor informed the chairman of the Parish Committee of this re-
solve of the cherister, and he too very grestly rejoiced, that without
trouble a leng desired object waa about to be sccomplished, and that
the incongruity would no longer exist, of one end of the meeting
house contradicting the other. Awnother chorister was therefore
temporarily eogaged for the following Sabbath ; but when this was
discovered, certain disaffected men immediately prevailed upon the
former chorister to stand his ground, and retain his pesition in zpite
of the known wishes of both pastor and committee. It was now
plain that when the Sabbath ceme there would be a collision if the
usual services were proceeded with; and therefore for the sake of
peace, and a proper regard for (he sanetity of the Lord's house, the
chairman of the committee requested the pastor not to give out any
hymns at all; dispensing with that part of the worship simply be-
cause of the determination of these men to cause a disturbance in
the sanctuary.

Upon this non-reading of the hymnswas afterwards based nearly all
the factions opposition under which our pastor had to labor, although he
acted under the direction of the chairman of the Parish Committee.
And at subsequent chorch meetings Mr. K. was nccused of hully-
ing—gagging—popery—Jobn Bull tyranny—and also of falsehood.
Meany such charges, and elegant phrgses and epithels were again
and again made against &od applied te him. At a meeting of the
church held November 2, 1858, after a great deal of this kind of
abuse the church voted by ballot, 47 to 1, that it had the fullest
sponfidence in the integrity and truthfaloess of the pastor.” Before
the vote was taken some eight or ten of the opposers left the meet-
ing. Notwithstanding this expression of confidence, however, the
opposition and abose from the disaffected party became so great
that the pastor by the advice of friends, asked the church to unite
with him in calling an Ecclesiastical Couneil, to advise what course
ghould be pursued under the circumstances. That council was held
on November 20, 1859, and the following is the official report of its
doinga:

“ Pursusnt to leiters missive from the Congregational Church in
South Hadley Falls, an Eoclesiastical Council convened at the meet-
ing house in that place, Tuesday, November 20th, 1859, at ten
o'elock, A. M.
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The Council was orgunized by the choice of Hev. Dr. Vaill aa
Moderator, and Rev. H. M. Parsons as Seribe.

The following brethren presented credentials as Delegates from
the churches invited:

Paatar. o,
Palmer 24, Rev. Dr. {’nill, Bra. William Holbrook.
Springfield 1st, Rev. H. M. Parsons, Bro. W. B. Calhoun.
Monson, Rev. T. G. Colton, Dea, Marcus Chapin.

Chicopee 1at, Rev. E. B. Clark, Dea. Giles 8. Chapin.
Chicopee 34, Rev. C. H. Cone, Dea. C. M. Kendall,

‘Warren, Rev. 8. 8, Smith,
Holyoke 24, Res. J. B, R. Walker, Bro. E. G, Pierce.
Granby, Revw. H. Mills, Bro. Percy Cook.

Prayer by the Moderator.

The letter stating the ohject for which the council was called was
then read, viz:—* A mutaal council, to advise respecting the fol-
lowing matters, viz :—The pastor’s conduct in reference to the sing-
ing; and the gross abuse heaped upon the pastor by a member of
the church in consequence thereof, and such other incidental mat-
ters a8 may grow out of these main points of difficulty between us”

On the cull of the Moderator, Deacon Bardwell responded as the
“member of the ehurch” alluded to in the matters submitted for the
advice of the council—and presented a petition to the council pray-
ing that in justice to himself, Mr. Edward I, Gillett might be ad-
mitted as his council.

Rev. Mr. Cone moved—and it was veled by the council—that the
statements of the pastor be heard before action on this petition.

Rev. Mr. Knight was then heard in relation to his eonduct in ref-
erence to the singing, and the abuse heaped upon him by Deacon

Bardwell.
Votad—to hear the atatement of Deacon Bardwell coneerning the

matters at issue.

Voted—to adjourn till two o'clock and then resume the statement
of Ddacon Bardwell.

Council met at two o'clock sed Deacon Bardwell resumed his
statement.

The committee of the church were then invited to make their
etatement.

Voted—that the society's committee make such statements as they
have in their knowledge.



6

All the parties having been heard,— Voted—that the council be
by themselves. Foted—that Brother Clark, Brother Calhoun and
the seribe, be a commitiee to draft and present the decision of coun-
cil. Afier recess the committee reported the following decision :

Waereas, the pastor’s conduet in reference to the singing has
been the cause of grievance to some in the church; and, whereas,
one member in Lis language concerning the pastor is thought by him
grossly to have abused him,

Resolved, 1st.  Although the frank and impulsive natore of Rev.
Richard Knight, may have led him to pome Indiscreet expressions,
yet we feel that his character as a sound preacher, faithful pastor,
true Christian and honest man i3 fully sustained by this investigation.

In relation to his conduct about the singing, we fnd that he fol-
lowed implicitly the direction of the society's eommittee, and was in-
fluenced by a desire to maintain the purity and order of this part of
divine service in the sanctuary.

Resolved, 2d.  In regard to the member of the church referred
to above, whuse language towards the pastor is complained of, we
find that language to have been such gs is not becoming one making
a Christian profession ; and in connection with his course in sustain-
ing an oppaosition to the pastor in the church and society, as deserv-
ing the censure of the church ;—but we trust the offending member
will see cause in the epirit of Christian meekness to make confession
of the same before God and the church, that he may stand right and
acceptably before both.

Incidentally as connected with thése main points, the council re-
gret to find a seeming reluctance §n the part of the church, to as-
sume their proper responsibilitiesl and also an unhappy alienation
of feeling among some of the members. Accordingly we ndvise
this chureh, first, promptly to assome the bordens properly belong-
iog to them, and relieving their pusior of the office of clerk, to sus-
tain him more fully by their prompt action and sympathy—gpd by
securing, in the proper way, a new leader for the choir.

Second. We advise the church, ina prudent and Christian epirit,
firmly fo insist on a confession from the erring brother above-men-
tioned, acknowledging his wrong and injurious treatment of his pas-
tor; also to insist on a bumble confession on the part of thote at va-
riance in the church, and & healing of the breach which has caused

.



