ARISTOCRACY AND
JUSTICE:
SHELBURNE ESSAYS,
NINTH SERIES, PP. 1-240



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649062157

Aristocracy and Justice: Shelburne Essays, Ninth Series, pp. 1-240 by Paul Elmer More

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



PAUL ELMER MORE

ARISTOCRACY AND
JUSTICE:
SHELBURNE ESSAYS,
NINTH SERIES, PP. 1-240

ﬁTrieste






ARISTOCRACY AND JUSTICE

SHELHURNE ESSAYS
NINTH #EEIES



Aristocracy and Justice

SHELBURNE ESBSAYS
NINTH SERIES

By Paul Elmer More

4 We think that & wise Mean, between these
barbarous Extreams, i that which self-Pres-
ervation ought to dictate to our Wishes.™
— HaLirax, The Character of a Trimmer.
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ADVERTISEMENT

MosT of the essays included in this volume were
written for the Unpofular Review. Of the two
exceptions, ane, The Paradox of Oxford, appeared
in the Sckool Review, the other, Disrgeli and Con-
servatism, appeared in the Adaniic Monihly,
I have to thank the editors of these periodicals
for their permission to reprint,



NATURAL ARISTOCRACY



Aristocracy and Justice

NATURAL ARISTOCRACY

In a certain New York club of authors and
scholars, the conversation turned one evening, as
it is so accustomed to turn, on the politics of the
day; and some astonishment was caused when
one of the circle, a distinguished student of sociol-
ogy well known for his radical opinions, said with
emphatic conviction that we were talking of
little things, and thet the one great question of
the day was whether a democratic society could
develop 2 natural aristocracy. By chance I had
with me that night an excellent new book on The
Political Philosophy of Burke, by Professor John
MacCunn, late of the University of Liverpoof,
and as we left the club I showed it to one of
my fellow writers, with a word of commenda-
tion. “Ah," be said, haoding it back unopened,
*Burke! he's dead, is he not?"" Well, Burke, I
dare say, is dead for us, as so many other great
memories have perished, and Lord Motley (plain
John Morley then, a fairly practical statesman)
was indulging in the usuzl enthusiasm of the biog-
rapher when, twenty-five years ago, he closed his
luminous volume with the prophecy that “the
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historic method, fitting in with certain dominant
conceptions in the region of natural science, is
bringing men round to a way of looking at society
for which Burke's maxims are exactly suited; and
it seems probable that he will be more frequently
and more seriously referred to within the next
twenty years than he has been within the whole
of the last eighty.” The historic method has an
odd way of discrediting the authority of history,
and certainly in the lustrum since Lord Morley's
predicted score of years the world of Lloyd
George and Mr. Roosevelt has not been referring
abundantly to Burke's maxims. Yet, with the
words of my radical sociological friend in my ears,
I could not help reflecting on the coincidence that
Professor MacCunn, a writer thoroughly imbued
with modern ideas, should have led the whole of
Burke's political philosophy up to the same ques-
tion of natural aristocracy, “For Burke's feet,”
he says, ‘' were never on surer ground than when,
as we have seen, he argued that a civil society,
by the very conditions of social struggle and
growth, must needs evolve ‘a natural aristocracy,
without which there is no nation.”"” And then,
being sufficiently trained in the new historic
method, he proceeds to show how Burke entirely
missed the real problem of society — as if human
nature had first sprung into existence with the
Reform Bill.

Of the urgency of the problem a reflective man
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will scarcely doubt. The only thing, in fact, that
might lead him to question its urgency is its
hoary antiquity. Plato wrestled with it when
he undertook to outline the idea! republic, and
many of his pages on the range of government
through its five forms — aristocracy, timocracy,
oligarchy, democracy, and tyranny -— sound as
if he had been reading yesterday’s newspapers of
London and New York. In the orgy of misrule
that brought Athens to humiliation in the last
years of the Peloponnesian. war he had seen
cligarchs and timocrats tearing at each other’s
throats like mad dogs; he had seen the triumph of
the democratic party, and, knowing its instabil-
ity, he had composed the long dialogue of The
Republic to show how, if possible, it might be
saved from impending tyranny, He wrote, so far
as the public was concerned, in a spirit of despair,
almost as if foresesing the domination of an
Alexander and the cold despotism of Rome; and
in that saddened scepticism he was thinking more
of holding up the aristocratic idea of justice for
any pious seeker of the future than of creating
an actual commonwealth. Yet, however his ap-
plication of the faw of the individual to the
machinery of politice may appear at times fan-
tastic, his argument never really gets far from
the everlasting questions of government.

The oligarchy which he knew and described
was what we should rather call a plutocracy. He



