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“ 0ir he may torn Picture cleaner, and help
time to destroy exccllences which be cannot

rivel.™
Opie's LEcTURES.

Taze uniform progress of civilized life ia
from things that ere indispensably neces-
sary ; to those which may be comsidered
as mere accommodations, from accomme-
dations, to embellishmoents and orpaments;
but a3 these embellishments are often of a
perishable nature, and in the course of time
require renovating, the following brief in-
structions are submitted to those who un«
dertake the delicate and sometimes difficul
operation of cleaning, preserving, and re-
storing Oil Paintings.

The ingenious author of the work entis
tled Chromatography, or a treatise on






AND RESTORING. b

bearing as any other form of healing art,
and to be weli qualified for its practice,
rmiuires a thorough education and know-
ledge in everything that relates to the
practice of Painting, or the Prﬂdunﬁuu of
a Picture, but more particularly to its che-
mical eonstitution and colouring. Ashow-
ever a Picture has no-natural and little of
® regular constitution, it will be diffieult to
give general rules, and utterly impessible
to prederibe universal remedies for clean-
ing and restoring Pictures, injured by time
and ill-usage ; we will therefore briefly re-
cord such methods and means, as have been
successfully employed in clcaning and
restoring in particular cases, with such
cautions as seem necessary to prevent their
misapplication, cuuﬁuing' our remarks tg
il Paintings in particular,

These ure subject to deterioration and
disfigurement simply by dirt,—by the fai-
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lure of their grounds,—by the obscuration
and discolourment of vehicles and var-
nishes,—by the fading and changing of
colours,—by the cracking of the body,
ground, and surface,—by damp, mildew,
foul air,—and by mechanical violence,—by
tnjudicions cleaning® and painting on,—
among a variety of other natural and acci-
dental causes of injury and decay.

The first thing necessary to be done in
cleaning end restoring is, to bring the Pic-
ture to its original plane and even surface,
by stretching, or if sufficiently injured to
require it, by lining, which with the trans-

ferring of Pictures to new canvasses, is an

*There are many instances of fine Pictures ha-
-ving been spoilt by inexperienced Picture clean-
ers, we subjoin the following, noticed by Sir Joshua
Reynolds, in the course of his journey to Flanders
and Holland, with Mr. Metcalfe.—Reynolds's

Works, vol. ii. p. 255,
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operatinadmirably well performed in Lon-
don by experienced hands. In casea of
simple dirt, washing with & sponge or soft
leather and water is sufficient, with subse-
quent rubbing of a silk handkerchief;
which latter occasionally used is eminent-
ly preservative of & Painting,

After restoring the surface to its lével,
and washing, the next essential in cleaning
i# to remove the varnish, or covering by
which the Pieture iz obscured : and this in
the case of simple varnishes is usually done
either by friction or solution, or by chemical

8t, Michael's Church, Ghent.

In this Church s, or rather was, the famous
Crucifixion of Vandyel ; for it ie almost destroyed
by cleaning. 1t is well known by the fine print
. of Bolawert, and it appears by what remains, to
have been one of his most capital works.

Alost 8t, Martin, Ghent.

5t. Rock interceding with Christ for the dis-
eased of the plague, by Rubens.






