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INTRODUCTION

On August 12, 1917, the National Red
Cross organized its work for the women and
children of France under the Children's Bu-
reaw of the Department of Civil Ajfairs in
France, with Dr. Wm. Palmer Lucas, Pro-
fessor of Children’s Diseases at the University
of California, as Chief of the Bureaw. Dr,
Lucas’ work in 1516 for My, Hoover in Bel-
gium, where he made a careful health survey
of the Belgian children for the Commission for
Relief in Belgium, brought a wide and valuable
experience to the French problems.

Mrs. Lucas accompanied her husband to
France, and for ten months worked with him
in the organization and establishment of the
American Red Cross work for the children.

Many formal reports of the work have been
issued by the National Red Cross Headquar-
ters. Many splendid accounts of the scope
and magnitude of the work of the American
Red Cross in France have been published by
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the Press. This book, made up of the daily
journal letters written by Mrs. Lucas during
those ten months, has an unique value for the
American people. It iz an intimale, tender
picture of the way in whick our great National
Relief Organization meets, with a warm per-
sonal touch, the most poignant tragedy in
France today, the devastated lives of brave
women and litile children,

Hexey P. Davison,
Chairman, Ren Cross Waz Covnein



