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PREFACE,

Tre subject of this little Treatise came unavoidably
in my way almost on the threshold of a somewhat
more extensive investigation upon which I had pro-
posed fo myself to enter. Among other preliminary
inquiries, it was necesgary for my immediate purpose
to see whether cortain groups of I-E. roots, the mem-
bers of each of which scem to offer the marks of
u close relationship to one another, could, with any
approach to certainty, be severally traced to a single
parent form : and this inguiry, as it advanced, became
at length inextricably involved with another arizing
out of a very obvious fact, namely, that the varic-
ties of form exhibited by «ff the members of a group
within one of the great dialects correlated by Grimm'’s
Law are identical with the varieties of one member of
a group as exhibited by al{ the great dialects so cor-
related. Looking about for the various explanations
of this fact, I found it scarcely possible not to surmise
that all those varieties of form, whether ecollected
in one dialeet or dispersed among several, must have
originated by phonetic variation in the same way and
at the same time, and that their distribution in each
and among all of the aforesaid dialects must have
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been due to the relationship that subsisted among
these dialects in primeval times. The pursuit of these
and such-like conjectures led me farther and farther
astray from the line of inquiry originally marked out;
and being (like most people who have thought on the
matter) quite dissatisfied with the current hypotheses
of Grimm'’s Law, 1 resolved at last to detach this sub-
ordinate subject altogether, and see what conclusions
respecting it were attainable by a rigid application,
to the facts before me, of linguistic principles that
were cither already demonstrated, or that appeared to
me demaonstrable. :

I did this the more willingly bocanse the limited
time at my disposal for any studies of the kind seemed
more likely to suffice for a monograph upon 2 single
and definite problem than for an investigation into
larger questions. It soon became manifest, however,
that to elaborate all the points of interest that offered
themselves at almost every step of even my more
limited way would tax the powers of an inguirer who
could devote his whole time to the work, Hence,
althongh I have found mysclf able to consider a few
of the more important of such points in separate
Appendices, yet as regards many others I have been
compelled to rest content with mere hints or bare
statements, in the hope of resuming the study of
them at a future time,

But neither inevitable shortcomings of this kind,
nor some other defects both in form and in matter,
of which I am sufficiently conscious, will very greatly
grieve me, if T shall only have succeeded in clearly
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working out the principal features of the theory here-
inafter propounded. Tooked at in the most general
and comprehensive way, the characteristic of this
theory will be seen to lie in its treatment of Grimm’s
Law as a compound, instead of a simple, phonetic
problem, combining in itself {not of any natural
necessity, but through a unique conjuncture of lin-
guistic conditions) two distinet problems; of which
onc involves the origin or genergtion, and the other
the distribution or arrangement, of the sounds com-
posing the several Mute-systems covered by the Law,
1t will be found, I hope and believe, that this method
of treatment, whatever else it may do or leave un-
done, will avoid the most glaring objeetions to the
prevalent hypotheses on the subjeet.  1Yor, on the one
hand, by the origin assigned to the weaker Mutes,
the evolution of the German Mufe-systems, instead
of appearing to invalidate the almost nniversal Prin-
ciple of Debilitation (or of *Least Effort,” § @), is
actually accounted for by that principle; while, on
the other hand, in favonr of the process to which the
symmetrical arrangement of the Mutes in the related
systems is attributed it becomes possible to produce
some evidence, at any rate, from similar phonetic pro-
cesses actually observable.

What is here attempted, therefore (to borrow an
illustration from a sister science), closely resembles,
in a small way, what has been achieved in Astronomy
on a grand scale; for as it was ouly when the orbital
motions of the planets were no longer regarded as
simple and uncompounded, but were treated each as
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the resultant of two rectilinear motions, that both they
themselves came to be properly understood, and that
the planetary masses were shown to be as obedient as
all other matter to the universal sway of attraction ;
s0, in the present case, I have ventured to think that
Grimm’s Law, by the analysis here proposed, will be-
come susceptible, as a whole, of a satisfactory explan-
ation, and will, in particular, be reduced to subjee-
tion under the Principle of Least Iffort,—as, indeed,
it ought to be. For this Principle is, in Phonology,
exactly what Gravitation is in the system of the Uni-
verse; and no case of sound-change can with perfect
safety be represented as in direct opposition to it
unless counteracting agencies can be actually detected
at work. Iinding nowhere the slightest ground for
thinking that any such agencies ever contributed to
the phenomena of Grimm’s Law,—finding everywhere,
in fact, good grounds for thinking the reverse,—I have
deemed it of prime importance to reconcile the Law
with the aforesaid DPrineiple; and to effect this re-
conciliation 18 the fivst, and, while really the more
important, not perhaps the more difficult, of the two
problems which go to make up the compound one.
But the most striking and interesting, although at '
the same time the most perplexing, aspeet of Grimm’s
Law lies in that distribution of its implicated sounds
which will here furnish the subsidiary component
problem. It is this that differentiates it from other
cases of suund-c]iange; and by this it stands unigue.
There are not wanting, indeed, other and simpler cases
of symmetrical distribution {§§ 18, 59); but they are
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only approximations to this case; and the reasoning
from them to it must needs he constructive only. In
the treatment of this problem accordingly we shall
very likely have to venture on untrodden’ ground and
to enunciate new prineiples; and if it shall appear
that the evidence adduced fo establish these principles
is never so copious, and sometimes not su clear, as
ecould be wished, let it be remembored that such a
drawback is inseparable from the necessarily narrow
sphere of observation of any individual inquirer. If
the attention of other observers, over wider linguistie
areas, shall ever be divected fo a search for more and
better evidence of a similar kind, I eannot but think
that much will be fortheoming.

The mention of evidence leads me to remark that
the later sections of this Essay (unless it be the last
of all), which treat of the phenomena exhibited by the
I-E. £, are not to be dissociated from the body of the
book. Those phenomena, it is true, are not without
great interest of their own ; but this fact wonld of itself
by no means justify an examination of them here.
They are introduced ostensibly as being directly ex-
plicable by the principles previonsly laid down in the
book ; but they may really be looked upon as offering
another and a veryimportant example (albeit onaless
extensive scale) of the very same modes of phonetie
evolution and distribution uas those cxemplified by
Grimm's Law itself, and therefore as a valuable addi-
tional support to the line of reasoning by which an
explanation of the Law has been attempted.

I beg leave to state, in conclusion, that in em-



