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PREFACE.

A wew edition of Vater's “ Linguarum totius orbis index,”
after Professor Jilg's rvevision of 1847, vequires no apology.
The science of Philology has made great progress within the
last few years. Exotic languages are no longer considered as
mere matters of curiosity, but are looked upon as interesting
parts of the natural history of man, and as such receive their
share of the brilliant light which modern eritical studies have
shed upon the natural scienees in general.

Ethnologists now understand how to appreciate the high
importance of language as one of the most interesting links of
the great chain of national affinities; and the reciprocity exist-
ing between man, the soil he lives upon, and the langnage he
gpeaks, will become better nnderstood the more our knowledge
of these interesting topics is extended.

Comparative philalogy has begun to be established npon solid
ecientific foundations ; and the reeent endeavours to establish
finally a uniform system of linguistic orthography will, when
generally received, give & new and important impetus to that
study, which must lead to most intevesting results. In such a
state of progress, new literary guides are constantly requived;
and one of them, embracing the aboriginal languages of our
great western continent, is hereby offered to those who take an
interest in American linguistics,
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From the discovery of our comtment, the langnages of the
American Indians have always been, as they are still, an oliject
of ligh interest to missionary labour; and wherever the atten-
tion of the scientific world has heen drawn to them, it was by
the results of the exertions of these men, who, inspired hy
religions ardour, went out to teach the heathens, and, in their
zeal for Christianity, soon learned to master the diversity of
TONELes.

It was, however, nud is atill, difficnlt to obtain aceess to these
resiltz; the greater part of Indian gramwars and yoeabularies
existing either in manuseript only, or, when printed, having
been eonfingd to the use of o particular nation, conntry, ov
religious socicty. Thue it happened that the Jesuit, Lovenan
Hervas, who zealously eollected sueh grammars and voeabn-
laries for the lingnistic part of his * Idea del universo,”
could give notice of fifty-five American languages which were
before unknown to learned philologists, or at lesst unnoticed
by them.

Mter Hevvas and Gilil, whose discoverics were diligently
revised and repnblished in Adelung's and Vater's Mithridntes,
Dre. Benjamin Smith Barton, of Philadelphin, drew the attention
of the seicntific world to the langunages of our Tndians. The
historical societies of Massachusctis and Rhode Island, and the
Ameriean Philosophical Society of TPhiladelphia, published, or
republished, the searee works of Eliot, Cotton, Roger Williams,
Edwards, and Zeisherger; and the last-named Society com-
mitted to Btephen Duponeean the task of subjecting the Ameri-
ean Indian languages to eritieal ingoiries and studies,  John
Pickering, Henry R. Schooleraft, and, above all, the venerable
Albert Gallating eontinued these researches; nnd to Gallatin we
are indebted for o better classifieation and a comparative view
of the languages of the northern Lalf of our continent and of
Mexico, y

By the cxertions of these gentlemen the science of Indian
philology Las heen actively promoted i ond many officers of our
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army and navy have paid attention to the langnages of the
ahorigines visited by them in their official explorations,

In this way the materials for o more exact knowledge of the
American Indian languages have been greatly inereased ; and a
new inventory of our riches iz undonbtedly wanted. This want
iz the more felt, beeause ncarly all the Tondian grammars and
vocabulavies are exceedingly scarce ; and the greater part of
these materials is dispersed in books of voyages awd travels,
historieal and geographical collections, documents, and reports,
which are generally found only in public libraries.

How far it was possible to supply the want in this country,
where bibliographical researches are much more troublesome
and difficult than anywhere clse, the following pages will show,
The interest felt in this country in eollecting and publishing
uotices concerning the languages of the aborigines of onr con-
tinent is naturally greater than clsewhere; and the earlier,
therefore, these notices are published, the sooner we may expect
that those who are better acquainted with the subject will
submit them to ¢ritical examination, and supply the deficiencies
which they undonbtedly contain.

This made the offer for the publication of the following
Libliographieal repertory, by their active and entexprizsing pub-
lisher, a welcome one. More welcome and, for the friends of
science, veally gratifying must be the care bestowed by Mr,
Trithner upon this publication.  With true love for the subject,
and with a scientific zeal not to be surpassed, he has revised
the manuseript, and supplied it with whatever his own kuow-
ledge furnished, aided by the ample means which London, and
Furope in general, offer to hibliographical researches, and made
many valnable additions which could not have been collected on
this side of the Atlantic. Ie lias been a true co-operator in
the work now offered to the publie.

Business, in our great commercial emporium of the new
world, leaves to the professional man but very little time for
minute literary researches; and cur larger libraries being open
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to the public only during business hours, but one of them couald
be consulted while correcting the notices eollected in the course
of several years,

The friendly aid which the officers of the Astor Library and
of the American Bible SBociety lent for this purpose is thank-
fully acknowledged.

HERMANN E, LUDEWIG.

New Yorg, Dhoember, 1853,
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THE EDITOR'S ADVERTISEMENT.

Du. Lunewis has himself so fully detailed the plan and purport
of this work, that little more remains for me to add Leyond the
were statement of the origin of my connection with the publi-
cation, and the mention of such additions for which [ alone am
responsible, and which, during its progress through the press,
have gradually aceumulated to about one-sixth of the whele
This is but an act of justice to the memory of Dr. Ludewig;
because, at the time of his death, in December, 1856, no more
than 172 pages were printed off, and these constitute the only
portion of the work which had the benefit of his valualle per-
somal and final revision.

Himilarity of pursuits led, during my stay in New York in
18535, to an intimacy with Dr, Ludewig, during which he men-
tioned that he, like myself, had been making bibliographical
memoranda for years of all hooks which serve to illustrate the’
history of spoken language. As o first section of a more ex-
tended work on the Literary History of Language generally,
he had prepared a bibliographical memoir of the remaius of the
aboriginal languages of America. The manuseript had been
deposited by him 1o the library of the Ethnologiesl Society at
New York, but at my request he of onee most kindly placed 1t
at my disposal, stipulating only that it should be printed in
Europe, under my persoual superintendence.

Upon my return to Bogland, I lost no time in earrying oul
the trust thus confided to me, intending then to confine mysell
simply to producing a correct copy of wy fricud’s manuseript.
But it soon became obvious that the transeript had been hastily

maile, and but {or the valnable assistance of Titerary Tricuds,
&



