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TC THE READER.

Tur reader, who may tale the frouble to camnpare tho following version
with the Hobrew toxt, will plense bear i wind, that it & & revizion of the
comman English version, and not an independent trapslation, No other
changea have boen made than seermod neceseary o the clear expression of
the sense. It hag been the writer's aim, in alf cuses, to give the true senze
of the Hebrew fext, but with ae little change as possitle of the familia
phraseology of the common vedsion, Meso verbal corespondence with the
original has not been sought, cither in words or 1 their order, except
where emphasis or poine of expression seems 4o require it

The Hebrew test fallowed in the revision is that of Baer's now eritical
cdition of the Helbrew Psalter.

The notes are not intended tn be exegetiesl, bub only to furnish such
neeasional hints as seem nocessary 4o the intelligent roading of the paalm,

Where ilere is gn alternative rondering ar fextual reading, in the
murgin, it s given as of nearly aqual anthority with that in {he text, and
may be substituted for #, The text and margi are equally parts of the
rovigion. )

Where o word used in the first momber ia, by the Hebwew construction,
necessarily implied in the sevond, it In fnserted without brackets, the
sentenca belug incomplote withowt i,

The Introduetion is not dosigned to be & eritical disensston of the topics
treated of, but only to give such information wa way bo usoful to the
general reader,

* Liber Msalmornm Hebradend,  Textno masorstlloum scswsatiag quam adbue factum esk
expresalt, Lrevery de sotentibos metrlels institationem premiet, notes cridoas adjecit 8, Buer,
Prfatns est Fr. Delitzaoh. 1381,



vi T THE BEADER.

The following ave tue later critical and exegetical works on the Paalms,
used in the preparation of this revisod version, a8 representing the present
state of critical learning,

Maurer, Paalmi (Oommentarius Critiens, vol. §ii.], 1538,

Vaihinger, die Pealmen metrisch tiberseigt nond erklict. 1545

Delitescl, Symbolw ad psalmos illnstrandos fangopice. 1846,

Phillips, the Pealms in Heh, with Crit, Bxoget, and Philolog. Com. 1846,

Lengerke, die fiinf Bilcner der Pealmen.  [847,

Hengstenberg, Commentar fiver die Peulmen, Lster Band, 3te Anfl, 1840

Alexander, the Paalma Translated and Bxplained, 1850,

Olshanuen, dic Psalmen eclklirs, 1853,

De Wette, Commentar iiber die Peslmen, Ste Aufl, von Baver, 1856,

Hitzig, die Psalmen fibersetst und snsgelegt. 1863,

Eamphausen (Bansen's Blbelwerl), 1863,

Ewald, die Psalmen orkiirt, Stc Ansg, 1866

Hupteld, die Pealmen iberacust und ansgelegt, 2te Anfl. von Riehm, 1867,

Delitzach, die Pealmen, neue Ansarbeitung (Bibl. Com, 4ter Theil), 1867,

Ehrt, Abfagsungazeit unid Abschluss dea Paaltora, 1864,

Moli, die Psaltey, 1ate Hilfte [Lange's Bibelwerk;. 1864,

Perowne'y recent work on the Paalms lias been sccessible tu me only
in the sceond volume. Dr, Noyes' elegant version of the Pealms differs

too much from ming, in the theory of transluiion, 1o bo of use to me,

. J.0 CONANT,

Ogroszn, 1970,



INTRODUCTION.

§ 1.
Divine Authority and Inspiration of the Book.

Ly respect to its divine authority and inspiration, the Book of Pealins
rests on the same gronuds ag the olber canonieal bonks of the 0ld Testu-
ment, namely, the stiescation of Cheist and Bis inspired apostles. Tt
‘belonged to thai collection of sacred writings,* denomivated in the New
Testament, “the Word of God” (Mark 7 : 13}, the Ovacles of Gud” ( Rom,
3.2 2), “the Seriptures” (John 5 5 89 Acts 17 5 3), und *the Ialy
Scriptures” (Rom. 1 : 2; 2 Tin 8 : 18}, OF these, collectively, the Apostlo
Paul gays (2 Tim. 3 : 18), “ All Scripture {s ziven by fespivacion of God?
(is inepired by God); and they sve veferred to Ly Christ lmsclf, and by
Lis accredited apostles, as the authovitative deachings of the Diving Spirit,
See, for example, such passages ns Matt. 5 ; [T-195 Joho 5 : 803 Rom,
8 :2; Math, 92 : 48, and Mark 12:36; 3 Tin, 85 18; 1 Pet, 11012,
2 Pet., 1 : 21,

Of no portion of the 0ld Tostament 3. this attestation meore diveet and
explicii, than of the Book of Psalms, In Matt, 21 ; 42, the Savior cxpress-
Iy recognizes it oa part of that divine Canon : * Hd yo nover read in (he
Seriptures, The stone which the builders rejocted, fhe sama & became the
head of the corner? In this quatation (frem Ps. 118 ; 28 23) the boulk
ig included in “the Scriptures,” as an integral pari of them. Tieferring
to it in Murle 13 ; 86 by its customary designation {eompare Tob, 4 - T,
and quoting its languare, he expressly aeserts that Tavid said it Ly the
Holy Qhost,” or, {as it may bo rendered) “in the Holy Sping,” menning, by

* The proaf that the Hebrew Bovipiores, ns they have come fomwn to p, aonstitatsd Lha
aotleation, und that the Book of Panlme was an Iategral poct of it Lelonga to a genaral Dutes
dnztion to the writlngs of thes 034 Teetpment.



viii INTHOGLUCTION.

divection, or under the infucnce and guidanes, of the Holy Spivit. O the
book ag o whole he again says, in Luke 24 5 44, “ All things must be fol-
fitled, which were writtan in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in
the Paalms, concerning me ;* placing it in the same rank with the mest
authovitative portions of the Old Testament, and recognizing its divine
teachings respecting himselll

A similar attestation i given by the ascred writers of the New Testa-
ment 3 a8 in Aets 4 ¢ 25, “Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast
said,” referving ta the book by its Familisr and costomary designation ; and
in Heb. 8 : 7, *As the Holy Spivie says, To-day if ye will hear his voice”
I:PE. 43 Fi?.

Thus the Savior und his apostles affirm of the book, what the Royal
Pealinist, the principal writcr, saye of himself: “The Spirit of the Lord
spokce by me, and his word was in my tongue” (2 Sum, 23 : 2),

§ 2.
Collection of the Psalims,

Tue Book of Pealms is a collection, or ratier a series of collections, of
the eacred poetry of the nation, desirned for private devotion and for the
public worship of tie sanctuary, The whole consists of five distinet cal-
lections, made at differeni times, i the order in which they now stand.
Tho close of each ia indieated by a doxology.®

1. The collection firsr made included Pes. 8—41,1 almost all of which are
noted as David's, and was doubtless intended to be a collection of his
paaime. There are but three which are not noted as his, namely the 2d,
10th, and 33d ; and nothing in their contents forbide the suppoeition that
he was the writer

2. The sceend (Pas. 42-72) is o collection of levitical psalms (42-50),
soven by the sons of Korah and eno by Aeaph, chiefly of o national charac-
ter, Tollowed by nineteon psalma of David, snd three of which the writer is
ot named, cloging with one by Selumon,  The appended note, © The pray-
crg of David the sen of Josse ave ended,” waa probably inserted here when
the next colleetion was added, in ovder to show where the productions of
the Royal Psalmist, aa then collected, closed,

* The several poileations ave asa dissingaiebed, i part; by chorncteristle peculiarities in
he nss of the divine numas,  (See Smith's Dille Distionary, ort, Pealma, fourth poragraph.)

} The first panlm appears & have heen inteoéed ae an Introfuctisn to the whels when oel-
leoted inte ope boul, most probably o the time of Maea,



INTROTDTOTION. ix

3. The third (Pes. T8-59) containg a collectivn of eloven psalmes by
Asaph, and one of four pralme by the sons of Koral, and one psalm Try
Ethan, Only the 8Gch Psalin is aseribed to Dawid ; and with this exvep-
tiom, the whole collection ia frem thoese connected with the temple sorvien,
and wae probably added as o supplemont to tho two former npes, which
were chicfly [rom the pen of the Roval Pealmist,

4. The fometh (Pes, 90-108) includes but three whose writers are men-
tioned, namely, the 90th Psalm by Moses, and the 101st and 1084 Psalms
by David. Except theso three, they are very gencral in their conteuts,
and were apparently intended for nae in the temple service and st national
festivals.

5. The fifth {Pss. 107-150] was s eollection, apparenily, of all the
psalms extant when it was made, and not included fn the previons ones, Ti
containg filteen pealms of David® ard one of Salomon, nud bwenty-cigit of
which the writers ave not given, Tt includea smaller separate collections of
an onrlier date ; the Pilgrim Bongs, Gfteon i number {Pss, 1201843, and
Pss, 111-118 designed for the femplo sorvice and for festival oceasinns,
There is slso a collection of David's paalue placed by themaelves { Poa,
138-145), and the whole is appropristely clesed with sings of praise to
Jehovah (Pas, 148-150).

Tha evident grouping of psalma related in couvents, desipy, or anthorship,
shows that the arrangement in the eevernl collections was Aystematicully
made, It iz alzo geen (hat minor eollectone bl proviously been made
from time o time, and were Incorporated in those which now conpaese the
bool,

The object of cach eolloction 12 apparent from tho above view. Tt afan
acoounts for the repetition of the same paalu in differeit parts of the book,
68 in the case of Pss. 14 and 63, Buie have regarded Pae 57 and 108 ag
a similar case.  But ocly the lase five verses of the [ormer and the ficst
tive of the latter are the eame i both, with some verbal variations ; aud
ag Loth are by the same writer, 34 i3 meva peobalble that he ewployod in
part the same langusge in composing two different paadas,

At what tiwe or by whem these several colleetions were made, i3 -
known, e the time of Hezekial, the vealms anthorized 4o be gung in tho
terplo sorviee wers those of David and of Agaph the Secr (2 Chran, 29 auy,

* 0n s heen soggested, that by the name Devld, o fhe s 10 seslmy of the thivd, fanzih,
aud A0 collevtlons, may be mweant Iis repredontative iv e rogel Jead of hie famdy, repre-
santing his name snd sovers!goty autho Hoe when the pralm was writtoa. Campaca s nee
of the newme in 1 Kings 19 1 167 Hos. 32 67 Jer, 30 83 Rk, 0 2 22, 5 (Ses Sndth's Ridde
LHztiprigiyy, art. Pealis, lazd Lall of tae aoventd pazegrapll)



