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PREFACE

1t is & melancholy reflection upon the history of the
Jews that they have failed to pay due honor to their
two greatest philosophers. Spinoza was rejected by his
contemporaries from the congregntion of Israel ; Philo-
Judeus was neglected by the generations that followed
him., Maimonides, our third philosopher, was in dan-
ger of meeting the same fate, and his philosophieal
work was for long viewed with suspicion by a large
part of the community. Philosophers, by the very ex-
cellence of their thought, have in all races towered
above the comprehension of the people, and aroused
the suspicion of the religious teachers. Elsewhere,
however, though rejected by the Church, they have left
their influenceupon the nation, and taken a command-
ing place in its history, because they have founded
secular schools of thought, which perpetusted their
work. In Judaism, where religion and nationsality
are inextricably combined, that could not be. The
history of Judaism since the extinction of political
independence is the history of a national religious
culture; what was national in its thought alome
found favor; and unless a philosopher’s work bore
this national religious stamp it dropped out of Jew-
ish history.

Philo certainly had an intensely strong Jewish
feeling, but his work had also another aspect, which
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8 PREFACE

was seized npon and made usa of by thoss who wished
to denationalize Judaiam and convert it into a philo-
sophical monotheism. The favor which the Church
Fathers showed to his writings induced and was bal-
anced by the negleet of the rabbis,

It was left till recently to non-Jews to study the
works of Philo, to present his philosophy, and esti-
mate jta value, Bo far from taking a Jewish stand-
point in their work, they emphasized the parte of his
teaching that are least Jewish; for they were writing
as Christian theologians or as historians of Greck
philogophy. They searched him primarily for traces
of Christian, neo-Platonic, or Stoic doctrines, and
commiserated with him, or criticised him sz a weak-
kneed eclectic, & half-blind groper for the true light.

Even during the last hundred years, which have
marked & revival of the historical eonseiousness of the
Jews, as of all peoples, it has still been left in the
main to non-Jewish echolars to write of Philo in re-
lation to his time and hig environment, The purpose
of this little book is frankly to give & presentation of
Philo from the Jewish standpoint. I hold that Philo
ia essentinlly and eplendidly a Jew, and that his
thought is through and through Jewieh. The sur-
name given him in the second century, *Judmus,”
not only distinguishes him from an obecure Christian
hishop, but it expresses the predominant characteris-
tic of his tesching. It may be cbjected that I have
pointed the mora] and adorned the tale in accordance
with preconceived opinions, which—es Mr. Claude
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. Montefiore says in his essay on Philo—it iz easy to do
with so etrange and eurious & writer. I confess that
my worthy appeals to me most strongly as an expo-
nent of Judaiem, and it may be that in this regard I
have not always looked on him ae the calm, dispas-
gionate student should; for 1 experience towarde him
that warmth of feeling which his name, @ilwy,
“the beloved one,” suggests. But I have tried eo to
write this biography as neither fo show partiality on
the one eide nor impartiality on the other. If never-
theless T have exaggerated the Jewishness of my
worthy’s thought, my excuse must be that my prede-
cessors have so often exagperated other aspecta of his
teaching that it was necessary to call a new picture
into being, in order to redrees the balance of the old.

Although I have to some extent taken 8 line of my
own in this Life, my obligations to previous writers
upon Philo are very great. I have used freely the
works of Drummond, Schiirer, Massebieau, Zeller,
Conybeare, Cohn, and Wendland; and among thoee
who have treated of Philo in relation to Jewish tradi-
tion I have read and borrowed from Siegfried (Philon
als Ausleger der heiligen Schrift), Frendenthal
( Hellenistische Studien), Ritter (Philo und die Hala~
cha), and Mr. Claude Montefiore’s Florilegium Phi-
lonis, which is printed in the seventh volume of the
Jewish Quarterly Review. Once for all Mr. Montefi-
ore hae selected many of the moet beautiful and most
vital passages of Philo, and much as I should have
liked to unearth new gems, as beautiful and as illumi-



