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PREFACKE.

—— i -

Ir is commonty sappesed that the writer of an
higtorical tale idealirea the characters therein repre-
gented, heightens the romance of the sitoation, and
ot any rate bringa the fairer tinte of the scene into un-
dee prominence. Y wish to make it clearly mmderstood
that 1 have not done so in this iostance. The high
cultivation, the mmtual affeetion, the desp piety, all
the pecnliar characteristics of the Princes of Avis, are
mattera of history, and I haveonly found it impossible
to do justice to them. IThe porsonel appearance of
the three eldest, and the special line taken by all of
them with regard to the cession of Ceuta, indeed
the whole tregical etory, I found ready to hand,
the only imaginary incidents being the meeting of
Enrique and Fernando at Arzells, and the presence
of the two boy prinoes at the siege of Ceuta.

There is a Life of the Constant FPrince which was
written by the priest to whom I have given the name
of Father Jopé, which I regret much not having been
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sble to obtain, though the outline of the story of his
imprisonment is, I believe, taken from it

The details of the Treaty of Tangier are very
obacure ; but r appears thet the Moonsh king of
Granada considered his African brethren as guilty
of a breach of faith in detaining Fernando.

The English characters are of course whoily
fictitions.

Lastly, Calderon in hia play, “ 11 Princips Coa-
tante,” and Archbishop Trench, in his besutiful poem
of tha *‘ Bteadfast Prince,” represent Fermando as
refusing to be rancomed by the ccssign of Cruta.

This refusal he had neither the power nor the right

to maka  IHis real nobleness lay in hiz willing
acceptance of the sufering brought on hkim by the
decision of others.

C. R. COLERIDGE.

Harwenn BRcTORT,
Pocember 9, 1878,
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