TOWNHEAD, THE HISTORY OF THE
BAPTIST CHURCH, ASSEMBLING IN
TOWNHEAD STREET, SHEFFIELD,
FROM ITS COMMERCEMENT TO THE
CLOSE OF ITS THIRD PASTORATE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649443154

Townhead, the History of the Baptist Church, Assembling in Townhead Street, Sheffield, from
Its Commercement to the Close of Its Third Pastorate by Charles Larom

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CHARLES LAROM

TOWNHEAD, THE HISTORY OF THE
BAPTIST CHURCH, ASSEMBLING IN
TOWNHEAD STREET, SHEFFIELD,
FROM ITS COMMERCEMENT TO THE
CLOSE OF ITS THIRD PASTORATE

ﬁTrieste






TOWNHEAD.

The Historp of the Buptist Church,

ARBEMBLING IN

TOWNHEAD STREET, SHEFFIELD,

FEOM ITE OOMMENCEMENT TO THE CLOSE OF ITE THIRD
PARTORATE.

By CHARLES LAROM.

“ Coanider bor palaces, that ye may tel! i to the generation Tollowing.™
48 Paal., 18 verse.

EHEFPIELD:
LEADER & BONS, PRINTERS, 10, BANK BTREET.
1870,






TOWNHEAD.

—

TH.Bvaruﬂ'umwh.iahﬂhl.wplmad s faw words
upon our title page, seems to intimate that church
history may, perhaps ehonld, be written ; eince that,
thongh not the ouly method, is the best by which
it can be told to the coming generation. It inti-
mates again thet in each generation there will be
lovers of the Baviour, who will eagerly enguire about
His past affaira in this world ; that on every snecoes-
give mighty wave of human popalation, the Vessel of
the Church will be seen, like the ship upon the ses
of Galilee, with Chriet in it, and faithfal ones abont
Him, trosting Him, ealling upon Him in peril, ador-
ing Him for deliverance, saying with astonishment,
"' What manner of man is this, that even the wind and
the sea obey Him ?" knowing Him to be the Lord;
who will take deep interest in learning how the vessel
sped before the great Caplain of Balvation took them
on board from sinking in the deep, what rocks were
peen a-head, what sborras beat on the vessel, and how
those pltorms gave way for sunny skies and ensy sail-
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ing on the bosom of the quist sea, and what peacefnl
high eommnnion there was then on board? The verse
suggests, moreover, thai replies o such enguiries
should not be partial or one-mided, but accurate and
full. Hence the writer of Church history is to ae-
quaint himsalf thoroughly with his theme. He isto
“ walk sbout Zion," to *‘ go round about her,” to
¢ 4]l the towers thereof,” to * mark well her bul-
warks," to * consider her palaces.”” Had Milner and
Mogheim, and other great writers of Chureh history,
more folly complied with these direetions, their
volumes, though now muneh valued by the Christian
Church, had been worthy a far higher appreciation.
We profess no such ability as those writers possessed,
nor do we sttempt their task. We consider one ounly
of Zion's communities. The individuoal Chorches of
Christ may be ealled The Palaces of the Christian
Zion. **Grod is known in these palaces for a refnge."
Each Church is a living temple—a *° spiritnal house,"
and is declared to be “for an habitation of God
throngh the Spirit." We adventore a narrative of one
of thess.

‘We write this history in compliance with the re-
quest of frisnds. We porpose to do so with the
endeavour to avoid dryness and prolizity, and with
the hope that the record may be profitabls, and not
otherwige than plessing to those who iake & due in-
terest in the affairs of God's kingdom in the world.
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Had the design been to write of the Baptist dmo-
mingtion in Sheffield, then this history must have
been emlarged io take in accounts of the two other
Baptist Churches in the town—that ons asssmbling
in Portmahon, and that in Cemetery road—for both
which Chorehes we cherigh sincere Christian regard.
The narrative must also have begun earlier, for we
find from documents handed ue by & friend, that & few
pious individosals were formed into a Baptist Church
in the year 1766, and met together for divine worship
in 8 hired room in Milk street. During fheir con-
tinuance as & Church about fifty persons were baptized
by miniaters who were invited for that purposs. Thess
were the Revds. Hopper, from Nottingham ; Taylor,
from Birmingham ; Ashforth, from Gildersome; and
Hindle, from Halifsax. Bat the effort failed of succeas,
snd the account of it eoncludes thug :—** The Bap-
tist Charch being eomposad of poor people only, and
bat fow in all, and labouring under many and great
difficnlties, and not being able to carry on divine wor-
ship sreditably, gave np public preaching in Beptem-
ber, 1788, having struggled with troubles more than
seven years, and never having a pastor ordsined over
it.”" Thess poor people may be thought to have been
imprudent in entering upon, to them, so expensive an
effort ; yet we wonld not otherwise than admire their
geal in thus endeavouring practically to sustain their
views of Church ¢onstitution, and the ordinances of
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4he Baviour, wishing only they had had grace and
anergy enough to oarry out their purpose to #a com-
pletion.

The Particolar Baptist Chorch of Jesus Ohrist,
sssembling in Townhead chapel, was formed in the
yoar ona thonsand eight hundred and four, st & period
therefore when persecution for conscienee sakae in this
eountry was dying ont, and when the great religions
movements for the advancement of Christianity in the
world, that have disfingnished the present century,
were plarting into being—movementa that have besn
of immense service to the kingdom of God, snd in
which, as ite history will show, this Church has, with
more or less of continned zeal, co-operated.

Twelve persons, of whom two cnly were women,
gave themsalves to each other in sclemn sovenant and
Christian fellowship, to watt regularly opon God in
public worship, to aid in the extension of His king-
dom among men, and to live in cbadienss to the or-
dinances and lawes of Christ, Their names were :
Isnac Benior, William Downs, John Bright, William
Bright, James Crawshaw, Samuel Lawrence, Sarah
Newton, Willisra Heald, Frances Heald, Joseph Drab-
ble, Edward Periggo, Thomas Taylor. With a view
to this arrangement, thess persons had been dia-
migsed from a small Baptist Church at Mashorough,
& village six miles distant, of which Church they had
been members, going thither once s month to eom-
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e wt the Lord's tabls, and 'at othertimésworslip-
ing with Churehes in their own town of other deno-
minations, all whose consistent members they loved
for Christ's sake. But now, without animosity to uny,
they wers concerned to have in Bheffeld a Chris-
tian Church, formed fully, in their view, on the plan
and prineiples of the gospel, and so they constituted
themselves into such a community with muoch prayer
snd meakness, and in the fear of God. Their doclrinal
views, expressed in their Church book, in which
they inserted their names, beimg those of modsrate
Oslvinism ; and the positive mstitutions of Chrigt
being, in their view, chiefly two—baptism and the
Lord's supper: the former capable of being adminis-
tered by immersion only ; and neither of them to be
given to any bat those who make a eredibls profession
of faith in the divine Bavionr. They fornd among
themselves a pastor in the person of William Downs,
who was adapted to their then present cireumstances,
and who was mnantmonsly chosen tothe pastoral office.
Mr. Downs was ordained in 1806, Shorily after this,
Tenae Benior, John Bright, William Bright aui Richard
Atkingon were sonstitoted deacoms. 'This was a small
beginming that some might be disposed to despise, yet
in number the little Church was equal to the company
which first calobrated, and that under His own imme-
diate presidency, the sacred memorial service of the
Rodeemer’s dedth. These pevple hoped by théir'Chriv-



