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REVIEW.

1. 4 Series of Blotemporancous Discourses, delivered in
the qugrmw o o Society of Frionds, in PAGL

%Ma, G Abington, Byberry, Newtown
e and Trenton ; F.y Ezras Hioxs, n Mipister in
said Society. Taken in short-hand by M. T. 0. Gould.
g:;mdelphs: Joseph and Edward Parker, 1825, pp.
S. Journal of the Lifs and Religiows Labors of Erias
Hioxs. gﬁtt-an y himself. New York: ﬁnu T.
Hopper. 1832. pp, 451
8. Ltisrs of Erias zs,imh&dinyakaa;;makm
writien on soverel Oecarions, mostly ative
of fus Dootrinal Views. New York: Issac T. Hop-
per. 1834, pp. 234,

Tax name of Elins Hicke has attained » notoriety b
bimself wholly unanticipated, and probably undeairec{
He has been made, against his will, as it seems o us, an
heresiarch, and has been placed at the head of a sect, to
which his name has been attached, The consequence
has been, that his character has been the subject of the
most contradictory representations. His friends and ad-
mirers have thought him almost an apostle, while hi
enemiea and peem to regard him as a sort o
Lucifer, & man Eargﬁly endowed by nature, but using his |
powers chiefly for mischief ; not satiafied with wandering |
off into error himself, but drawing after Lim, like the
old Dragon, a third part of the stars by the sweep of hia

Tho facts sre thess. Elias Hicks exercised tho fumo-
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tions of & minister among the Quakers for more than
ﬁ.:gyam, beginning about the year 1772, a fow years
Enthre th?ﬁ Revolutionary war, aﬁ'._ld continumgf ]t]ill 1830,

i greatest accoptance. No suspicion of heresy, or
any unsoundness of faith, seers to have attached to him
for more than forty years. It waas then discovered that
he was a heretic, and was teaching 1o the community
the most pernicions and sonl-ruining errors. He and his
opinions were denounced, and a eeparation took place in
the Society of Friends. All who refused to join in the
clamors against him were driven out as aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenant
of promise. It did not stop there. His religious charac-
ter was eet at nanght, the most revolting opinions wers
attribnted to him, and the most shocking sentiments put
into his mouth. He was classed with almost every con-
demned errorist that has ever appeared in the Christian
Church. )

In fact, his enemies bave succeeded in fixing npon
him the opprobrium of deism, and with those who have
had no means of informing themselves throughont the
mng!y, the o 'ntionsnuw prsv:ila, that hel‘h mzl;l;rwd

i e Beriptores altogether. Fhis e
Was 80 Ednnd confidently repeated, that we confess
that we ourselves sn there must be truth in it,
until, in the year 1828, we heard him . Nothing

. conld well be farther from infidelity than the discourse

to which we listened.” The deepest reverence was ex-
prassed for the Sacred Sm'i%tnraa. He also made a dis-
tinct and emphatic recognition of the Divine sutherity
of Jesus Christ. His whole demeanor wae more that of
& humble saint, than of a seoffing infidel. If he waa not
a man of unaffected piety, he was one of the profonndest
hypocrites that ever lived. No moral inconsistency or
acandal hag ever, ao far a8 we are informed, attached to
his neme, and it & life of fourscore years of Christian
obedience cannot establish a man’s integrity, then there
js mo trast to e put in any evidence that man can give
of devotion to God.

Tt is gratifying to us to find that our impression of his
opinions was not. a mistake, and that he has left on record

- bt o e, S, e
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ample testimony that the chm?a of deism, #o freely
bronght against him, is whally false. In a letter written
to Charles Stokes, of New J ersay, in the year 1829, the
year before his death, there is the following paseage :—

“ Az for the Seriptures of truth, a8 recorded in the book called the
Bible, I have ever believed that all parts of them that could mot be
known but by revelation were written by holy men ma they were in-
#pired by the Holy Ghost, and could not be known through any other
mediugm, and that they are profitable for oar encouragement, comfort,
and instruction, In the very way that the Apostle Pa;ﬂmﬁﬁe-; and 1
have ever accounted them, when rightly underetood, as the best books
extant. I have always delighted in reading them, in my serious
moments, in preferenca to auy other book, from my youth up, and have
made more use of their contents to confirm and establish my ministe-
rial Inbors in the l, than most other ministers that I em acquainted
with."—Letters, p. 21

Ag to the Tdvine mission and aupumatuml character
and credentials of Christ, the testimony of his corre-

ndence with his most intimate friends i no less ex-
plicit, In the same letter he says of Christ i—

“T have always belleved, sinoe F have been a man, and reflected
on the subject, in the miraculous conception of Jesus, as far as bi
can give belief; and no man, I conceive, ia posscased of a higher belief.
" And s to_his divinity, I am fully convinced that he was truly the Son
of God, and that he could not ba so, unlesa he mlill!y artook of the very
nature, spirit, likeness, and divinity of his Heavenly Father.”

In g letter, dated the sama year, to Thomas Legget, of
New York, he further says :— ’ ;

 As respecta the divinity of Tesuns Christ, L apprehend no minister in
the Socisty of Frienda has more often in his publie commuonications
nsserted the divinity of Jeans Christ, the Bon of God, than I have, as-
suring mg hearers, that he was folly awmllowed up into the divine
muture and complete divinity ef his Heavenly Father.

Thesa testimonies, written sc near the time of his
decease, must be considered ma expressing his last senti-
ments, and for ever put to rest the charges of deism and
infidelity so often brought against him.

Why, then, were these charges made, and sought to be
fixed npon him so industriously? This inquiry leads us
to 1 history of his life, and 10 a development of the eir-



enmstances which, in his later years, bronght him so
r?mi.nently (;Jgore lt:hq waleegla_etical] bedy to which he
‘belonged, and the religious public at .

Who was Elias Hicﬁai ﬂlim Hicgg:aa born in the
township of Hempstead, in Queens County, on Long
Island, on the 19th of March, 1748, His perents, John
and Martha Hicks, belonged to reputable families, and
were at the time of his birth in connection With the So-
ciety of Friends. He tells us in his Journal, that he
was expoged al an early age, like most young people, to
the perils of light and gay eompanionship; and in his
own words, “ being of & lively, active spirit, and ambi-
tious of excelling in my play and diversions, I some-
times exceaded the bounds of trme moderstion, for which
I often felt close conviction and fears on my pillow in
the night season.” While he was yet very yomng, his
father removed to a farm he had in%erite on the south
gide of the island, near the sea-shore. The shore, he
says, abounded with fish and fowl, “ and I soon began
to ceeupy myself with angling for the former and shoot-
ing the latter.” * These amusements,” continues he,
“ gained an ascendeney in mty mind, and slthough they
were diversions for which I felt condemnation at & later

period, yet I am led to believe that they were at this .

time profitable to me in my exposed condition, as they
bad a tendency to keep me more at and about home,
and often prevented me from joining loose company,
which I hagmﬁ'equant opportuniea of doing, without my
father's knowledge,” Another benefit, we feel confident,
that he derived from these sporia, was the development
and formation of a somnd and vigorous constitution.
We saw him at the age of eighty, and & more erect and
commanding form o nobler presence we Lave seldom

geen. H
Aboat the age of saventeen, he was apprenticad to the
trade of a carpenter. Here 'he was besat as hefore b
temptations, and so far yielded to them that * he learn
to dance, and pursue other frivolons and vain amnse-
ments.” 1t was at a dance that he was first struck
under such gerious convictions, as to lead him to re-
nounce all light and frivolons amusementa for ever. At
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the age of twenty-two, he toock to wife, a.ccording to
God’s ordinence, Jemmima Seaman, danghter of Jon-
athan and Elizabeth Beaman, of Jericho, with whom be
seems to have lived in the greatest harmony and hap-
piness for nearly sixty years.

Soon after his merriage, his religions convictions in-
creased upon him, andin a faera.rs ha became a recog-
nived minister in the Bociety of Friends, and began to
travel, as he was moved, from place to ,]a.ue, in the ex-
ercige of his gift as a gpeaker and counselor in their pub-
lic meetings. He was hardly settled in lifs when the
Revolntionary struggle commerced, and Long Island be-
came the seat of war. Quakers, as well as others, ware
involved in the perils and privations which hostile armies
are wont to inflict on friend and foe. It was in connec-
tion with an ineident growing out of that war, that Hicks
firet left home in an official capacity. The occurrence,
a8 related in his Journal, bears strong testimony to the
conscientions consistency of the Q of that period.
Under their meeting-house in New York there was a
large cellar, which was ususily rented s a store. "When
the king's t took possession of the city, they used
thie store for the purpose of depositing in it their arms
and ammanition. ~ They, howerver, sought out those per-
some who bad the dispogal of it, and ed to pay tgam
rent. ‘Without much reflection, these Quakers took the
money, When it came to the ears of the Bociety at
large, it caused mnch dissatiefaction, and a complaint
was entered, ip the yearly meeti of 1779, againgt the

ceeding.  Those who had tarfeu the money justi-

d the act, and on being required to refund it, appealed
for justification to the conduct of their brethran in -
delphis, in similar cases. It was finally agreed to refer
the subject to the meeting in Pennsylvania. Hicks was
one of the delegation te lay the matter before the proper
authorities. The result was, that it wae determioed to
refund the money. Thus the original testimony of the
Bociety against war was consistently maintained.

Tt was during this absence, that Ellas began what

')

might almest be called his Wnﬂ”uf the
churches, which terminsted only with his life. At this
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early period, it would seem that, wherever he came, he
was listened to with great attention, and began to be con-
midared a man of mark. Befere hia return, he had at-
tended meetings of Friends in no less than twelve differ-
ent places on the mainland, besides three on Long Island.
On this first journey he was absent nine weeks, and rode
more than eight bundred miles, Thus commenced the
mj’;[]']ift?jﬁsl career og Elins Hicka. -

e discipline and usages of tha ers greatly favor
the manifestation, the development, and the cult?:mtion
of whatever native talent or spiritusl gifta thers may
spring up among them. Every man is allowed to speak,
but they only eontinue to speak whom experiment proves
to have been endowed with that illumination which
enables them to * profit withal.” In this sense as they
eay, their mﬂ is ordained by God, No favoritism,
no wealth, no influence of caste or ‘clique, can uphold a
man, or give him eurrency, withoot solid endowments ;
and every man rises to precisely that degree of influence
that his character, his mind, his eloguence, his person,
his manner, spontanecusly command. Learning has very
little to do with it, for there i8 little or no citation of au-
thority. How can there be, when the appeal is to the
light that is given to every man, and that ghineth in every
mind? Books may be quoted, the Seri may bo
quoted, but nothing, on Quaker principles, can ba ad-
mitted as truth on auathority, or which does not carry its
own evidence along with it. The Quaker Soclety pre-
sents, therefore, the very state of thin?i in which a pro-
found thinker will make himself most falt. His power ia

recisely commensnrate with the conviction he produces
in the minds of his hearers. There being no epacial or-
dination over any community, the able and eloquent man
bas & currency where ability and eloquence are appre-
ciated, and that is every where,

His second ministerial journey was made in the year
1781, still during the war. It was made in company
with one William Valentine, and lay chiefly in the east-
arn parts of the State of New York. It was early in the
spring, and, ss the country was new and rough, it was
accompanied by not a little suffering and privation. In




