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The High School Pitcher

CHAPTER I

THE PRINCIPAL HEARS SOMIETHING ABOUT
HprxNIes’?

LANG!
¢ Attention, please.”’

The barely audible droning of study
ceased promptly in the big assembly room of
the Gridley High School.

The new principal, who had just stepped into
the room, and who now atood waiting behind his
flat-top desk on the platform, was a tall, thin,
severe-looking man of fhirty-two or three.

For this year Dr. Carl Thornton, beloved
principal for a half-score of years, was not in
command at the school. Ill health had forced
the good old doctor to take at least a yvear’s rest,
and this stranger now sat in the Thornton chair.

“‘Mr. Harper,”' almost rasped out Mr. Cant-
well’s voice, “‘stop rustling that paper.”

Harper, a little freshmen, who had merely
meant to slip the paper inside his desk, and who
was not making a disturbing mnoise thereby,
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8 THE HIGH SCHOOL PITCHER

flushed pink and sat immohile, the paper swing-
ing from one hand.

From the principal’s attitude and his look of
geriousness, something unusual was pending.
Some of the girls permitted their apprehension
to be seen. On the faces of several of the boys
rested a look of half defiance, for this principal
was unpopular, and, by the students, was con-
sidered unjust.

““It being now in the early part of Decem-
ber,'" went on Mr. Cantwell, **we shall, on Mon-
day, begin rehearsing the musie for the special
exercizses to be held in this school on the day be-
fore Christmas. To that end, each of you
found, on returning from recess, the new Christ-
mas music on your desk.’

Mr. Cantwell paused an instant for this im-
portant information to sink in. Several slight,
little sighs of relief escaped the students, es-
pecially from the girls’ side of the great room.
Thiz speech did not presage anything very
dreadful to come.

“‘This sheet musie,”’ continued Mr. Cantwell,
“‘is to be sold to the pupils at cost to the Board
of Education. This cost price is fifteen cents.””

Again Mr. Cantwell paused. If was a trick of
his, a personal peculiarity. Then he permit-
ted himself a slight smile as he added:

“This being Friday, I will ask you all to be
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gure to bring, on Monday morning, the money,
which you will pay to me. Don’t forget, please;
each of you bring me his little fifteen pennies.
Now, return to your studies until the beginning
of the fourth period is announced.’’

As he bent his head low behind a bulky text-
book, Dan Dalzell, of the sophomore class,
glanced over at Dick Prescott with sparkling
mischief gleaming in his eyes.

Diek, who was now a sophomore, and one of
the assured leaders in sports and fun, guessed
that Dan Dalzell was hatching another of the
wild schemes for which Dalzell was somewhat
famons, Dick even gnessed that he knew about
what was passing in Dan’s mind.

Though moderate whispering was permitted,
at need, in the assembly room, there was no
chanee for Dick and Dan to pass even a word at
this time, for almost immediately the bell for
the fourth period of the morning’s work
sounded, and the sections rose and filed out to
the various recitation rooms.

To readers of the preceding volume in this
geries, Dick & Co. will need no introduection.
All six of the youngsters were very well intro-
duced in ‘‘The High School Freshmen.’’

Such readers will remember their first view
of Dick & Co. With brown-haired Dick Pres-
cott as leader, the other members of this unique



