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SERMON.

bt v,

WE QUGHT T4 OREY OGD RATHEZR THAN MAN.

Man was made for something higher and better,
than either to make, or to obey, merely human
laws. He is the creature of God, is subject to his
laws, and can find his perfection, and consequent
happiness, only in obeying those lawa. As his
moral perfection, the life of his life, is involved in
this obedience, it is impossible that any power
should lay him under obligation to disobey. The
known will of Ged, if not the foundation of right,
is its paramount rule, and it is because human
governments are ordained by him, that we owe
them obedience. We are bound to them, not by
compact, but only as God’s institutions for the
good of the race. This is what the Bible, though
sometimes referred to as supporting arbitrary pow-
er, really teaches. It does not support arbitrary
power. Rightly understood, it is a perfect rule of
duty, and &g in every thing else, so in the relations




of subjects and rulers. It lays down the true
principles, it gives ws the guiding light. When
the general question is whether human govern.
ments are to be obeyed, the answer is, * He that
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of
God.”' ¢ The powers that be are ordained of
God.” But when these powers overatep their
appointed limits, and would lord it over the con-
science, and come between man and his maker,
then do we hear it uttered in the very face of
power, and by the voice of mspiration, no less
than of indignant humanity,  We ought to obey
God rather than men.”

It has been in connexion with the maintenance
of this principle, first proclaimed by an Apostle
of Christ eighteen hundred years age, that all
the civil hiberty now in the world has sprung up.
It is to the fearless assertion of this principle by
our forefathers, that we owe it thet the represen-
tatives of a free people are assembled here this
day to worship God according to the dictates of
their own consciences, to seek to Him for wisdom
in their deliberations, and to acknowledge the
subordination of all human governments to that
which is divine.

Permit me then, as appropriate to the present
occasion, to call the attention of this audience,
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1st. To the grounds on which all men are bound
to adhere to the principle stated in the text ; and

2d. To the consequences of such adherence,
on the part, both of subjects, and of rulers.

1 observe, them, that we ought to obey Goed
rather than men, becanse human governments are
comparatively so limited and negative in their
bearing upon the great purposes, first, of individ-
ual, and second, of social existence,

The purposes for which man wes made, must
evidently involve in their accomplishment, both
his duty and his happiness; and nothing can be
his duty which would contravene those purposes.
Among them, as already intimated, the highest
is the moral perfection of the individual ; for as
it is by his moral nature that man is distinguished
from the inferior animals, so it is only in the per-
fection of that nature, that his perfection, as man,
can consist. As absolute perfection can belong
only to God, that of man must be relative, that is,
it must consist in the proper adjustment of rela-
tions, and especially in the relation of his volun-
tary actions to the end for which God designed
him. This is our idea of perfection, when we
affim it of the works of man. It involves, mainly,
such a relation of parts as is necessary to the



