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FOREWORD

Ar first sight it secms jncongroons to speak of the Nooks
and Corners to be found in so rugeed a lend as Cornwall.
The masses of rock al Tintagel, Tol-Pedn, and the Lizard,
tha sheer drop of the High Chlf and the Dodmon, the
maora, the cromlechs, and the granite tors, are so im-
pressive that we are apt o overgok the fertile valloys
that intersect the copntey, the coves, coombes, and
“pills " in which the hillaide vosetation iz often semi-
tropical, and where the honses are cmbowered in llowering
shrubs till they look like Jacks-in-the-Green that have
tiken root,

Nor do these picturesijue villages, aheltered and fruitiul,
this magnificent const scenery, theae CTRY LorE, Somprise
the whole of this balfamiling, half-Irowniog land.  Here
in out-of-the-way places aro relica of furgolten croeds
and  peoples, earthworks, amphithestres, castles, the
eaves ol amugglers, and the sebterrancan hiding.places
of neolithic man.  Lhere is 20 much to interest, su much
to see—almost too mueh it woukl secm, certainly too
much for any one loliday; bot Cornwall iz u place to
go to again and again, to o to Gl il scems as your gwn
fand, and its people have forgiven vow for being a
* foreigner.

Thiz Cornish folk, clannish but kindly, has of lute
years been decrensing. Noi only is there the compretition
of forvign tin, but the lodes being now deep the cost of
home production has proportionately increased. % Cougin

Jack " therefore has to go in search of more remunerative
=
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metal, leaving “ Cousin Jenny ” &t home to mansge
a5 leat she can on his remittances,

WansinGs

“You can ooly sec Cornwall by walking throwgh it
said Georpe Borrow, but the traveller must bear in
mind that & name, lurge on the map, is apl to materialize
into a few cottages, a lonely farmhouse, or o rocky gorge
with mever an inhabitant.  Nor though the voies of the
tourist has now for seversl years been heard in the Jand
has Lhe reaponae, in bolela, been greal 3 while there are
oot 48 many country inns a8 mipht be expected. The
chearful, pleasure-loving Comighman has another aspoct
to hiz charncler. Generally a Nonconformist and o
Sabbatarian he—porhaps more particolarly she—thinks
the fower inns the better. Harplets the siee of which
would lead one to expecl a wayside tavern are often
drawn Wank, and it ia as well to make inguiry, when
mapping out the day's journey, as o the accommodation
to be found st ils lalier end.

I ennuot be too firmly impregsed wpon the traveller
that along ihe noclbem aond western shores both boaling
sl bathing are unaafe. Tt is a dapgerous eoast. Tor-
tunataly wvery fow boals are kepl, and Lhese are aplduim
lot oui Lo strangers ; Lut in the matter of bathing the
tourist depends npon his own wisdom, and nol only
ia there a bad undertow bul the Lig rollers from the
Atlantie come in when least expectoed.

Moreover he must, when [ollowing these clif paths,
be on the look-out for blow-lholea, These sinister cavities
result from the action of the aea al the clilf base and of
the fresh water springs above. A depression is graduoally
formed, the surface sinks to b washed cul by the tides,
till at last u round hole has been formed.  This is the
blow-hole.  Tn course of time the whole of the gide towarda
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the sea breaks away, lsaving o tiny bay, which gradually
enlarges, The Comish who do not imagine that any one
eould be so foolish as to walk along this dangerons coast
after dark do not sufepuard the blow-holes, and it is as
well to be on the louk-out.

Tum Crosses
a¥p UnHurcHES

A word with regard to the innumerable crosses and
churches.

i At an early date in the history of Christianity, saints
from the neighbouring countries of Trittany, Leeland
and Wales eppear tg have pourcd into Cornwall,  Sowme
Huated over on their altar-stones-—-a poetieal way of
saying they brought the aaid stones wilh them—others
on & mitmeulons leal, f.e, a coracle, while yet others
appear to have walked! On arrival they found a large
number of upright slabs sad boulders, relics of an earlier
ereed and vanisbed race.  With the scnsible early-
Christian habit of turning cverything fo aceount they
goon invented o hisfory and found a vse for the stones

% On & lonely moorland theso big menhirs made excellent
way-miarks; by some—possibly blocks that tredition
accounted holy—the saints built their oratocies, others
they carved inlo rude eroascs, and othera they vsed as a
centre about which to gather the counteypecple fur
sarvice, As the local preaching-place, these last stones,
like the oratorica themszelves, thus beeame the forerunnors
of the parish churches.

One reason for the multiplicity of these crosses—and
unlega those at any place should be exceplional, they
will not bho mentioped—may be found in the will of a
gertain De. Mertherderwa whe, dying in 1447, directed
that * new stons orosses are to be put up of the usual
kind in those parts of Cornwall from Kayar Beslasek



