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TaE death of younpg children j3 one of the moat
eommon afffietiona that befall the human family.
According 0w recent medical authority, twenty-two
per cent of our race din befora they are one year
olil; thirty-seven per cent. hefore they ars flve yeors
old ; and nine-swentieths of the whole number born,
die before reaching thelir fifleenth year.

Bat familinr as this form of bercevement ig, the
loss of & child in its sarly years is ondinarily one of
the most sorrowful calamites that can overtake those
whom God hes permitted to enter into the parental
relation. There is a peealier poignancy in sucha
gricf, 8 there certainly iz a pecoliar sadness in such
& vizitidion of death. Te se bondding loveliness,
with all its artless woys and itz trepsures of oofolded
hopos, nipt in & night by the frosty touch of the des-
troyer — to witness the denth-sgonies of helpless,
confiding, mutely-appealing innocence, withoat the
power of relief — to eommit to the dust in it feeble
infaney the child apen whoss strong arm and Joving
heart you had hoped to lean in the deys of your own
weukness and decay — this is mor: than o sad rever-
sul of tho ooder of natare; it is, to the sensitive and
uffectionste heart, one of the sharpest poogs it is
capahls of enduring.

And yet it ust be nilded that there are afso many
peculinr sourees of conselation opencd to thoss who
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aro weeping over empty credles and tenantlesa little
bods.  These litle missed oncs — O, fow they ara
migged | —are, we balieve, chosen lamba, pathered
into the fold of the Good Bhepherd ; beanteons bade,
and pweet, half-opened blossoms, transplanted from
our chilling atmosphere into

U those evectasting pardens,
Where angels walk, and serapha are the wardens; *

precicas fumily jowels, mescond from o mean ket
and an unenfs ematndy, and aer na living stars in a
ecrown of immortel besuty; plimmering germs of
unachooled intelligence, expanded in a day by a
Bewvenly magic into atgrel profundity, shd perchinne
transforrmed inta ministering spirits, to warch over
the wenry gteps of their curthly puides, aud to teach
those who were onee thetr teachers : —

U How changed, dear friend , are thy park and thy ehilda!
He bands over ¢t oradle now, or holda
His warning finger ant to e thy gnide:
Thou art the rarsling now. "

It is to minister such tendar conzolationa ss thess
to purents of children ** possed inlo the skivs,™ that
tha following eollection of thonghts, sugpested by
tho dersh of the young, hes been made. Muy the
soothing words of sympathy, the awest and procioos
eonsolationg, sind the wise pid restle coaneelz, which
ore apattered over thess pagoes, disdl like heavenly
dew npen many o bleeding heart, and help to alluy
those griefs with which the stanger may nog inter-
meddle.
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