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PREFACEL.

Tue alllicted are frequently unable to
read mueh, or bear mnch to be read to
them. The Bible, at such a time, is
wost ¢ profitable [or docirine, for re-
proof, for correction, lor instruction
in righteouzness.”  Dagsages selected
from the sacred pages, with hints on
them to show their bearmmgs, and sct
the thoughts in motion, cannot there-
fore be inappropriate; and the reflec-
tions of those devout men, who have
geriously and laboriously wetghed them,
are hkely to prove peculiarly accept-
able. The additional remarks of expe-
rimental Chrstizng, several of which
are [rom the lips ol the dying, are cal-
culated to aflord great encouragement
and direction, ag they will ghow, in the
mast convineing manner, that what the
text and the comment entorce, many



v FREFACE.

have, by the aid of God's grace and
Spirit, both experienced and practised.
Nor can the poetical reflections be un-
seasonable; many of them have already
solaced the hours of affliction, and are
pecullarly adupted for * zopngz in the
night.”  May the Divine blessing make
this hittle work a blessing teo the wound-
ed In spirit, to guide thew to Ilim, who,
when He was upon earth, “healed all
manner of sickoesses und all manner of
dizeasez among the people,”  « Blezsed
12 the man whom thon chastenest, O
Lord, and teachest him out of thy law,”
Pzalm xciv. 12.
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Gryosie, xlil, 306,

And Jacob their father zaid unto them, Me have ye
heresved of miy childesn: Josaph is not, and SEimeon 1=
ol and ye will gake Benjzmin away @ all thesa r.'h:ing'a
are agansl e,

Awp vet God was not only carrying on
areat designs by the means Jacob so mueh
disliked, for the sdvancement of his family,
but was layving the foundstion of a glorious
scene of providencs, the memorial of which
will last as long as the Bible. We often pass
n wrong sentence caneerning this or that pro-
videnee, and, in our haste, say things that are
very unjust, and sftcrwards see reason to make
a recantation,—Bexiayrmy Bewxer.

Oh what rare mercies often lie hid under
some dark and afflieting providenece, even
while they are at our haod, and are not secen,
from the frowardness of an embittered spirit,
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0 GEX. xLviL 0.

that will not let its own eyes see the advan-
tage of such a case; bul, as if they did well to
be angry against God, men will quarrel mare
for his erossing their humour, than observe
his lenderness for promoting their real good,
and ery against Him because He will not undo
them ! —F Leaana,

Az in a clock, one motion doth convey

And earey bivers wheels a several Wav;

Yet altogether, by the great wheel’s foree,

nil‘i’H"r. ”'Il"' IHI.TI.I:] LETIER !]i_?; FIII:IFIE'[' COTE L

Iiven so that saeecd will, :Illllll:HI'!Erh i s

Means seeming contrury, vet all conduce

To one elleer, and, v a froe consent,

‘I'hev bring to pass Meaven's high deereed intent.
LU ARLES.

Grevgeis, xlvil

And Joeob sid waitn Pharaoh, The days of the years
of my pilerimags are an hondead and thirty years; fiew
and evil have the days of' the yearg of my Iife been, and
have not attained nnto the daye of the years of the life of
my futhers in the days of their piloTimage.

This is not the language of discontent or
unthankfulness, but the serions reflection of
one who felt the varity of the world, and saw
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nothing here to make bim desivous of a longer
abode in it. Shall not we also make the same
estimate of human Iife? Tsil not % a P“E"im‘
age?"  And does not the whole of our situa-
tion here admonizsh us to “seck a better
country, that is, a heavenly?” Seventy or
cighty vears may seem a considerable space
while it is future, buf il passeth away “as a
tale that is told.” It should alzo he remen-
bered, that, short as our existence is, it is sadly
embittered with calamitics, and stained with
gin.  Take, then, © the preture of carth’s hap-
" when be iz quilling the present
seene of things, and you will justly conclude,
“Frw axp ®vrn. have his days becn.”—
Troaas Roniysox.

'FI-IE.E-E man,

Woll, it v nst be sad and few,
Run on, my davs, in hoste;

Moments of sin, and moorhs of wo,
Yo cannot Ty too fast,

Let heavenly love prepare my zoul,
And eall her o the skies,
Where years of long salvation roll,
Anid glovy never dies.
Warrs.



