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PREFACE.

It was criginslly Intended that the following pages should
appear as the third editlon of & smnller Sketoh of the Hﬁmry.qf
the Town and Palace of Linlithgow, which, for the convenience
of visitors, wna published sowe years age. The smount of
interesting matter, however, contnined lo the older Burgh
rocords, and in recent publications, to which I have since had
socess, has enablad me to present a now, and much fuller, and
more interesiing acoount than formerly, I had, whem pre-
paring the second edition of fhe abeve-memtioned Sketeh,
explored the Couneil.-minutes feom 1620 411 1724, and had
taken g series of notew, which have perved me in good stead
now. The older minutes of the propsediogs in the Burph.
court—the open Council of old times—] was uot, however,
aware of the exlstence of until thay, nlong with many other
doquments, were introdunoed to my notise by W, H. Hzwpes-
som; Erq., who has had oecamion, both for literary purposcs,
and for matters conpected with Burgh business, fo examine |
the contents of the Charter-chest and the other records. To
bis very complete Lists of the varions docomenta T have been
indebted for woch information. To Avaw Duweow, Esg.,
Treamurer of the Burgh ; snd to Heszer K. Guem, Esq,
Town-clerk, my thanks are also due for the ready access
afforded to the records in their keeping. I have also to thank
Mr. Qeonoe Hannx, Bession-clerk, for the acoesm afforded to
the older minutes of Kirk-zession. To many other friends [ am
indebted for the use of books, inapeetion of private papars, and
othar asslstance ; to the Covwrr Limnany for s perasal of some
of the old Acts, and other printed public records, of which
it consifts ; and to the Avvoosres” Lismumy for a aight of
some of the valuable historical club publicationa, To Mr.
Guozea Baocxrer I have boen indebted for mmoh of what has
been preserved traditionally, and for many valuable hiots g
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and to Mr, Peren Itow for the excellent Photographs from
which the Engravings bave been talien, ns well as for others
of some porticns of the old records which defled me to read
properly. To Mr, Banrm, the present ranger of the Palace
grounds, I am slso indebted for pointing out some matters
connected with the Palace which came under his observation
during the resent workings. I have likewise to thank the
geotleman who kindly furnlshed me with the very complets
account of the burming of the Covenants, To Aromsiro
Gmriz, Esg, of the Government Geclogical Survey, I am
indebted for the very lncld and interesting sketch, which
appears in the appendix, of the Geology of the disirict : and
which, it i» t¢ be hoped, is only tha prelode to & more ex-
tended work. .

I had not proceeded very far when I figund that the subject
had never bedn subjected to any thoroongh investigation, and
that there was much of error to be cleared away, and muck in
connection with it that had not, in previons seconnts, reseived
due prominonce. I do not profess, howaver, to lisve cxhansted
the subject, nor ean I hope that more careful examination may
oot prove me to ba in soma instances in the wrong.

My attention was cioght, st an saxly stage of the investigs-
tion, by one of the papers read at the meeting of the Archm-
ological Inztitute at Edinborgh, in 1568, by Josere Romzxt-
mox, Eaq.,, of H. M. General Register Homse, Edinburgh, by
which a considerable amount of light was thrown upon the
history of one porilon of the Palace ; and upon application to
him, Mr. Robertaom not only very kindly consented to ihe
insertion of & portlon of the paper, but proffered his assistance
in the prosecution of the work. Bome of my obligaticns to
him will be found scknowledged in the courss of the narrs-
tive ; and, besides these, 1 am indebted to him for extracts
from the Royal Treasurers’ ascocunfa, snd other hints and
information not specially noticed.

Limcrruagw, May, 1858,
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COAPTER I

INTEODUCTORY AND ARCHITECTURAL

-

THEEE are few places in Scotland morve thoroughly associated
with the genmeral hisfory of the country than Linlithgow,
lying, as it does, on the direst, and in early times, only prac-
ticable road between Edinborgh and Stirling, and on the
very rerge of what has been appropriately named * Beotland's
Battle-field "—that Is, the country etreiching from Stirling
to Linlithgow-Bridge. Ita early Caatle and subsequent
Palaoce too, having been a favourite abode of the Eings,
favoured the growth of the town, which waa early endowed
with the useal privileges of Royal Burghs, and rose so far in
comparative size and influence as to be substituted in 1368



