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AUTHOR'S NOTE.

[T has been suggested that at this juncture sowme
siudents of South Afriean history might be glad to
read an account of the Boer Lebellion of 1881, its
causes and results. Accordingly, in the following pages
are reprinted portions of u ook which T wrote so
long ago as 1832, Tt may be objected that such matter
must be stale, but 1 venture to urge, on the contrary,
that to thiz very fact it owes whatever value it may
possess, This history was written at the time by
one who took an active part in the sad and stir-
ring events which it reconds, immediately after the
issue of those events had driven him home to England.
Of the original handful of individusls who were con-
cerned in e anunexation of the Transvaal by Sir
Theophilus Shepstone in 1877, of whom I was one,
not  many wow survive.  When they have gone,
any further aceurale report wade from an intimate
personal knowledge of the incidents attendant on that
act will be an impossibility ; indeed it is already im-
possible, since after the lapse of twenty years wen can
searcely trust to their memories for the details of
intricate political occurrences, even should they be
v
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prompted to attempt their record. 1t s for thia
reason, when the melancheoly resnlts which its pages
foretell have overtaken uns, that T venture to lay them
again before the pnblie, so that any whe are interested
in the matter may rend and find in the tale of 1881
the true causes of the war of 1800

I have written “which its pages foretell™ Here
are one or ©wo pnssages taken from them nalmost at
hazard tha$ may be thoughet to justiiy the words:

“Tt seems to e, however, to e a guestion worthy
of the consideration of those who at present direct the
destinies of the Kmpire, whether 1 would not be wise,
as they have goue so far, te go a littde farther, and
favour a scheme for the total abandomment of Sonth
Africa, retaining only Table Bay. Tf they do not, it
is now quite within the honnils of possilility that
they may one day have fo foeee a frsh Tronseaad
rebellion, only on & ten fimes fdarger seale. and might
find it difficult to rerain even Table Bay."”

And again: * The curtain, so far as this country is
concerned, is down for the moment oo the South
Afriean stage; when it risez again, there is but too
much renson to fear that it will reveal a state of
confusion which, unless it is more wisely and con-
gistently dealt with in the foture than it has been in
the past, may develop into phacs.”

One more quotation, In speaking of the various
problems of Bonch Africa, | find that 1 said that * unless
they are treated with more honest intelligence, and



AUTHORSE NOTE, w1

on a more settled plan than it has hitherte been
thought necessary to apply to them, the British tax-
payer will find that he has by no means henrd the
last of that country and its wars.”

Perhaps in a year {rom the present date the British
taxpayer will be in a position to admit the value of
thiz propheey.

Nearly two decades have rong by sinee these words
were written, I'nt very hriefly, what has happened
in that time? In 1884, at the request of the Trans-
vaal Government, the Ministry, of which the late Lord
Derby was a member, consgented to modify the Con-
vention of 1881, and to substitute in itz place what iz
known as the London Convention, This new agree-
ment amended the terms of the former document in
certain particnlars. Notably all mention of the suze-
rainty of the Queen waz omitted, from which cireum-
stance the Boers and their impassioned advoeates have
urgned that it was abrogated. There is nothing to show
that this eontention ig correct. Mere silence does not
destroy so important a stipulation, and it appenrs to Le
doubtful whether even a Lord Derby would have been
prepared to nullify the imperial rights of his sovereign
and his country in this negative and novel fashion.
lt is more probable to suppose that had such aetion
been decided on, effect wonld have been siven to it in
direct and unmistakable language  DBut even if it
could be proved that this view of the ease iz wrang,
the general issue would scarcely be affected,
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That issue, as [ understand it, is as follows: The
Convention of 133i guaranteed to all inhabitants of
the Transvaal equal richta—" Com)dete seli-government
subject to the suzerainty of her Majeaty, her heirs and
successors, will be accorded to the inhebifants of the
Transvanl terrilory "—Mr. Kruger explaining verbally
at a meetine of the conference, that the only difference
would be that in the ease of young parsons who became
resident in the Transvaal, there mizht be some slight
delay in granting full burgher privileges, limited, it
would appear, to one year's residence. After that
time, theu, sccording to the terms of this solemu
agreement, which in these particulars were not modi-
fied or even toushed, by the supplementary and amend-
ing paper of 1834, auy one who wished to elaim the
advantages of Transvaal cizizenship might do so.

Sae vears later an eveny occurred fated profoundly
to influence the destinies of SBouth Africa, namely, the
diseovery of the Witwatersrand gold depesits, perhaps
the richest and the most permanent in the whole
world,  Instanuly adventurers, most of them of Anglo-
SBaxen origin, flocked in thousands to the place where
countless wenlil: lay buried in the earth, and on the
plains over which 1 have seen the wild game wander-

' In 158, when the Convenlion was being discussed, Preshilent
Kruger was asked by oor representative what treatment would be
piven to British achjects in the Transvanl. He eadd, " All streogers
kave now, aod will alwavs Lave, equal rights and privileges to
the Burghers of the Tmanseaal"—Qvetation ficm Speech of M Jo
CHAMBERLAIN, Fune 26, (590,
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ing, sprang up the city of Johannesburg with its motley
and eesmopolitan population, its speculators, company
promoters, traders, miners, and labouring men.

To th: Transvaal, at any 1ate in the beginping, the
arvival of these wenl: h-engendaring hordes was what
the fall of copious rain is to the sun-parched veld,
By this time the couniry was once more almest bank-
rupt, but now, as thongh by the waving of a magiean’s
wand, money becan to flow into its cotiers.  Une of
the clhiaracieristics of the Dueer iz his hatred ef taxa-
tion ; one of his notions of terrestrial bliss s to live in
a land where the necessary expenses of administration
are paid by somebody elee, an advantage, 1 understand,
that awong all she civilised nations of the earth is
enjoved alone by the inhabatants of the Prinmcipality
of Monaco. It i not nzual, either in the instance of
eammunities or indiviiuals, thai such ideals should
be absalutely attained. Yet to the fortunate possessors
of the South Afriean Republic this happened. For
guite a long peried they lived at case in their dorps
and on their farws, while the dsellers at Johannes-
burg, delving like gnomes in the reefs of the Rand, pro-
vided them with magnificent and never-failing supplies
of cash, Then questions began to arise, as they will
do in this imperfect sphere,  The Ultlanders, as the
straneers were entled, remembering the terms of the
Conventionz, drawn under o very different eondition
of affairs but =till binding, binted at o wish for burgher
rights.
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The Boers, who if they liked their money ob-
jected to the money-makers, imstantly took alarm.
If the wote were given to the Uitlanders it was
obvious that very soon they would outnumber the
original electors. Then in a natural, but to them
terrifying, sequence would cowe a redistribution of
the burdens of taxation, the abelition of monepolies,
the punishment of corruption, the just treatment
of the native races, the absolute purity of the
courfs, and all the other things and insiitutions,
in their eyes nbominable, which mark the advent of
Anglo-Baxon rule, DBehind cheze algo loomed another
danger, that of the ultimare reappearance of the
English flaz. So legizlation was resorted to, and bis
by bit the Uitlanders were stripped of the rights in-
herent to their posicion as “inhabitants ef the Trans-
vaal territery,” till at lasl none were left to them as
all. Indeed Press laws were passed and other enact-
ments controlling the privilege of free speech and
public mestings, Of courze had the British Govern-
ment put down itz foot firnly and at once at the
first symptom of a desire on the part of the Doers
to whittle away such advantages as the Conventions
secured Lo our fellow-subjects, the present sad situation
need never have arisen.  But Brivish Governments are
seldom fond of doing things ot the right time, more
egpecially if the issue i3 not suiliciently distinet to be
appreciated by the masses of the electorate. There-
fore matters were allowed to drift, and they drifted



