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PREFACE.

Tuese € Notes on Syphilis’ are reprinted from the
¢ Manchester Medical and Surgical Reports” I have
added an Appendix containing some separate articles
which are referred to in the body of the paper.






NOTES8 ON BYPHILIS.

By 8. MESSENGER DRADLEY.

* Ideas gre like coins ; they henr the impress of the ngn In which they are stamped."”—
Avaen, History of ihe Dactrine of & Puture Life.

Natvse awp Uwiry or tox Sveamimic Pomon.—Syphilis is
one of the great group of zymotie diseases which depends upon
the introduction into the circulation of living poison germs from
without. These germe having once attained an entrance into the
system, we have reasoms for believing, all behave much in the
same way; thus it is legitimate to infer that by catalysis they
degrade the chemical composition of the bloed, and, by a process
akin to agamogenesis, that they multiply, and so take the place of
the corpuscular elements contained in the vessels.

All such poisons, unless directly lethal, pass through the stages
of inerease, decrease, and climination, the poison of syphilis only
differing from the poison of the other specific fevers in ita great
duration, and in the fact that we possess drugs which exercise an
appreciable influence over ité duration and severity.® Bearing in
mind the infinite difference of soil in which the poison may be
implanted, and the variety of seed which is capable of setting up
the syphilitic fever, it will not be considered incredible that the
manifestations of syphilis should differ so widely as to range from
a mere local lesion of slight duration and little gravity, to a disease
which resists treatment and destroys life by a slow process of
blood poisoning and visceral degeneration.

This statement of course implies a belief in the essential unity
of the syphilitic poisor, however widely it may differ in the
Qympmm to which it gives risa; and as this helief is not generally

* Mutchinaon in Reynolds's ¢ System of Medicine, artiele © Syphilis.”
Y
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adopted by the profession, it is necessary that I should state the
arguments in favour of such a creed.

In the first place we have the admission of the most experienced
observers that sores which, so far as our present means of obser-
vation go, must be considered as soft, are occasionally followed
by constitutional symptoms; and again, that soves with every
feature of the true infecting chanere are not invariably followed
by secondaries, Mueh evidence to this effect will be found in the
¢ Introduction to the Report of the Commission appointed by the
Secretary of State for War, and the Board of Admiralty, toinguire
into the Pathology and Treatment of the Venereal Disease,” and
also in the varicus articles “ On the Nature of the Venereal
Poison,” by Dr. Morgan, published in the pages of the ‘Medical
Press and Cireular.’*

In the second place, multiple adenopathy, which many observers
regard as mare certain evidence of infection than the character of
the initial lesion, does not always occur where systemie poisoning
has taken place. Buassereau mentions 120 cases of syphilitie

® Thers are mnch the sums sort of argaments and facts for establishing o guadruple
doetrine in regard to tha disease as there are for sopporting the dusiify of the poison;
mush argument has indeed been employed to establish the theory that there are wo
less than four diskinet maladizs comprehended under the term ayphilis, ench having
speeial symptoms and a different signifiennee.  Carmichael of Dublin has, perhaps,
atated this most clearly. His clasaifiestion is es follows:—* Ist. The uleer withook
callosity, raised edges, or phagedena, in fect, without any peouliar characters, and which
may, (herefore, be termed the simple primary vemaresl ulcer, produces the populer
eruption which ends in desguametion, and the sume effoct in produced by s patchy
excoriation of the glans and prepuce fn men, and of the labia and ragins in womea, and
alio by a gonorrheee virnlents. 2od. The ulcer with raised edpes produces the pusfules
which terminate in small oleers coversd with fhin crosts, and which Aeal from Cheir
marging, 3rd. The phagedenio and sloughing uleers produce the postular spots and
tabercles which terminate in nlcers coversd with fhick orusts, which are mecompanied
with phagedema, and which heol in general from fheir confre.  ddhly, and lastly. Tha
primary callous uleer or chancre in Attended with the well-known sealy eruption, lepra
or psoriasis.—Carmichael on © Veoereal Diseases,” 2nd edit,, p. 68. Basserens writes
to much the same effect. * La benignité du chancre annonce Ies symplbmes consti-
tutionels peu graves; sa malignité ae contraire de prévoir que le malade sers atteint da
sympidmes consecutifs d'une grands gravitd, Apris len chancres indurds bénis sor-
viennent les druptions syphilides bénignes; apeée las chancres {ndurés phl,sﬁ‘léulqm
surviennent les ayphilides pustuléuses groves, les exestoses suppurdes, les néoroses, lea
carien."—Bassereau; p. 144, There Is troth io all this, and much valuahle informeation
it affords to the praclical surgron in meking his prognosis in any case of syphilis which
may presant itself,
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erythema where the initiel lesion was neither accompanied nor
followed by adenopathy. This, too, Mr. Berkeley Hill, a firm
dualist, admits, for speaking of certain cases of syphilis, he says,
“This makes it probable that the glands in a small number of
cases escape alteration ”—(* Syphilis and Local Contagions Dis-
orders,” page 78).

In the third place it is admitted that in syphilised subjects,
inoculation® with the matter of an infecting sore, or with the
secretion from & moist secondary, will oceasfonslly produce an
ulcer, and that the incenlated sore so produced ie invariably soft.
M. Rollet, writing on this subject, says, ** M. Ricord arriva i cette
conclusion, que le chanere induré lorsgu'on réussit b Pincculer &
un sujet syphilitique se manifeste chez ce dernier avec les caractéres
du chancre mou.”—(Rollet, * Maladies Vénériennes,’ page 665.}

In the fourth place thereis the testimony afforded by the experi-
ments which I have made upon the lower animals. These experi-
ments may be briefly summarised as follows :—In three different
cases, twice in guinea pigs, and once in a kitten, I suceeeded in
producing an auto-inoculable, freely suppurating, non-infecting
soft chanere, by direct inoculation from a hard sore. The matter
(or rather materies, for there was no visible pus in the cases which
I selected) was always taken before cicatrization had commenced,
and from subjects in whom there was well-marked multiple inguinal
adenopathy, and other evidences of constitutional infection. The
subjects of these experiments remained under cbservation for &
period of four months, The resultant sore appeared in each case
within & week from the date of inpoulation, In no case was it
followed by adenopathy or any other evidence of constitutional
infection. In each case the scrs was proved capable of auto-
inoculation, and of implantation upon a third subject.®

® A paper detailing these expeciments was read st the Annual Mecting of the Hritish
Medicel Association held at Plymonth this year.

Many other experiments bave been made upon animels, and with different reselts,
The following case appeard to me to be an instance of & softsore produced by inocnlation
from infecting chaneres. It is, I believe, the only ove on record, and it is right to add
that it is not s0 considered by the experimenter himeslf. Exper. 10,—Cane di razza
Inglese fn inoculato con wateria provenicate da uleero aifilitico aeocompagnete da adeniti
ioguinali specifici, Due glornl dopo la plaga & wrrosate & poco secernentl. In 13
giorni Ia pings si cleatrizzo. Il cane fu osservalo per 34 glornl, Rewiliate wegubon.



