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OrriceE OoF Datry AND Foop CoMMISSIONER, }
Langing, Michigan, June 30, 1896.

Hox. Jomx T. Rica, Governor of Michigan:

Deir B12—TIn compliance with Aot No. 193, Poblic Acta 1895, I have
the honor of tranemitting to you herewith the report of the work of this
office, covering the period from July 1, 1895, to June 30, 1896.

Very respectfully,
C, E, STORRES,
Dairy and Food Commissioner.







REPORT.

The obanges made in the food laws of the State at the last session of
the slature, while not all that were needed, were auch as to render the
office of Dairy and Food Commissioner of vastly greater benefit to the
people of the Blate than it had been in the past.

hey provide for the fitting up and furnishing of & chemical laboratory
in connection with the office, for the appointment of a State Analyst who
sbould also ha!l):futy COommissioner, whase duty it shounld be to analyze
all samplea of produoots enbmitted to him by the Commissioner and
report to him as to their purity. It provided for not to exoeed two clerks
and for Tnapectors who BEDIJ examine food products and take samples
for analysis, An appropristion of ten thousend dollars was made for
o in%mit the provigiona of the law.
. m. L. Bossman was appointed State Anslyst, John R. Bennett, Jobn
I. Breck and Wm. B. Scattergood were a oted Inspeotors and later,
Bamuel F. Cook was given a temporary appointment for work in the
upper peninsula. It was believed at the start that the work in the lab-
oratary could not be nuoaufnllf perfmmedt:rav the State Analyst alone
and one of the clerks provided for was selected with regard to his quali-
ficationa for an assietant in the chemiocsl work and he hes been almost
constantly employed in assisting in the work of the lsboratory. The
work of fitting and furnisbing the laboratory was completed the laiter
m.tt of September and the work of inspection and enalyasis was at once
gun snd has been vigoroualy prosecuted sinoe that time,  The lack of
knowledge of the provisions of the law among the deslers of the State
necessitated the distribution, at the very begimning, of the information
neoeasary to put the trade in position to intelligently mest its require-
ments.. The law would, if it was to be enforced, work radical changes in
the oharacter of the food products sold in the State and inevitably entail
loge to & certain extent to dealers in those products, and it was only fair
that they should have the fullest information it was possible to furnish
them, To meetthisneed, an edition of two thousand five bundred copies
of a compilation of the food laws of the State was printed and distributed,
The | boarde of healih, who were given certain powers under it, were
furniebed copies and the rest have been furnished on application to par-
ties intereated. Five thousand copies of Bulletin No. 1, containing a
synopeis of the law, were also printed; of which three thousand oupies
were, at the request of the Michigan Wholesale Grocere’ Association,
sent to their seoretary, H. P. Sanger of Detroit, and by him distriboted
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tothe trade thronghont the State. That number proving insufficient, per-
mission wae given l:& the Board of Btate Aunditors,on application to them,
far,the printing of three thousand additional, moset of them being sent to
My, r and sent ont from his office.

2 The steps taken to secure the passage of the law_had arcused the fear
among the dealera_in food products that it would work irreparable injory
to r business and had, as & natoral reeult, led fo the, formation of
opinions opposed to the law’and also to ite enforcement. It,waa therefore
believed not only the part of wisdom bat of juatice and in view of the
radical changes that must be wronght by ita aperstion, that a course
should be adopted in its enforcement that wounld, with the least hardahi
to them, put the deslers in ion of all the information possible
at the same time to use such disoretion in regard to proseocuiion aa to
oonvinoe them that while prompt compliance with the provisiena of the
law would be required, it would if ble, be in such a way as to guard
their rights and interests as fully ae possible. Tt was left fo them largely
to eay whether their compliance shonld be a forced or volun one.
The result of thia sotion has, it in believed, fully justified the adoption
of this course, ss a very large amonnt of stook not legal Has been returned
to first bands and in almost every osge ile place haa baen Ailed with goods
that comply with the law without loss to the dealer, in many instances
even when it bad been purchesed before the law went into effect. Very
many manafaoturers and jobbers have ordered goods retorned of their
own motion and bave supplied their places with such az could be legally
sald. Compliance with the law has in almost every instance been prompt
and cheerful. Anocther effeot has been, that instead of the antagoniema
that would naturally have been arcused by an indiscriminate resort to
aoercive measures, a feeling of satisfaction with the law and the effecta

uced by it, has been the result. While some loas and inconvenience
as been suffered, it has been ssen to be wnavoidable and not the resalt
of & hosille purpose on the part of any one, and today the feeling of
nearly all parties conoerned ia believed to be one favarable tothalfuw
It was natoral to expect that unfriendly criticiem wounld follow thie aotion,
those not conversant with the plan adopted and the reaults follow
it, bot 8o far as kpnown there has been.ngut little. In anewer to enol
oriticiams, it would se2m to be sufficient to say thai this law does not
differ from the other lawe of the State. It wae not psssed as anthority for
utions but for the correction of evils and while ample authoritr is
given for forcible correotion of them, if the nse of milder and less
oostly measores will produge praotically the same result, it seems the
part of wisdom to use the laiter. E resort to the ocouorts is attended
with more or less expense fo the people and where the nature-of a law
makes its purpose more the suppression of an evil than the pumiehment
of a oriminal, and thet object oan be beet secured by less expensive
measores, it seems only right to follow the course that will entail the least
expenss,

Another thing to be considered in connection with this matter is that the
men engaged in the manufacture and sale of food products in this State as
& olass are among our best citizens. Generally they are men of influence
in the communities where they reside. Competition has in nearly all
casea foroed them into bapdling adulterated goods. QCertainly it ie only
pimple justice to give them the opportunity to put themseelves right in the



