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HAbbent Bunbap

Novedses 30, 18566

“ Be ye therefore rendy alw : for the Son of Man cometh ab an hour
when ye think not."—LUEE xii. 40,

I Do not think I can employ the Sundays in Advent
better than in speaking to you of the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper. I ought to dwell often on the mean-
ing and purpose of that Festival, seeing that you are
invited to keep it every Sunday. It is suggested to
all Churchmen by the great Festival of Christmas, but
there are reasons of great force which lead me to fix
your thoughts upen it now. These thoughts must be
turned to it very often, without being fixed upon it to
any profitable purpose. You read of debates, trials,
legal judgments about it in the newspapers; it is
mixed with all the frivolons talk of the day. You
must often be tempted to think that it is the least
serions subject which the journals are occupied with.
“Other questions,” you may say, “lead to some re-
sult; this is vague and interminable. Others we can
refer to practical tests; this belongs to a region of
metaphysical abstractions. And yet all the pettiest
passions which other controversies call forth are at
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work here. All the devices and stratagems of party
warfare are in requisition in the nineteenth cemtury
ag in the ninth. This seems to be the topic which
Christians specially select for the purpose of showing
to all men how little love they have one to another.”

There can be no doubt that these thoughts have
arisen in many hearts. It would be sad indeed if no
others had been suggested to any of us. There must
be a compensation for every evil in Cod's universe.
All things must work together for good to them that
love Him. When we find the question of Sacraments
mixing with all the vulgarest and most mundane ques-
tions, we may learn the deep and profitable lesson,
that they are pifts to common men and not to theo-
logians ; that if fhey have any power at all, their
power must be manifested in our daily lives, The
disgust at the mixture of low and grovelling feelings
with what we profess to regard as transcendent and
divine, may lead us fo inguire whether there is mo
refuge from this strife of tongues, no peaceful home
to which we may fly. The painful discovery that all
the vehemence and all the triviality that we complain
of in others has its seat in ourselves, may lead us to
ask whether there is not an escape from ourselves as
well as from the world. The answer to these ques-
tions may open to us the very deepest as well as the
most practical meaning of the Eucharist.

But & minister of Christ has no business to asswme
that these better feelings, if they are left to contend
with the others, will get the mastery. He is bound
by his office to aid them so far as he can, to take
pains that they may not be erushed either by con-
fusions of the intellect, by perplexities of the con-
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science, or by an imperfect belief in the Power which
is at hand to sustain us when we are most feeble and
most wrong. A right use of the Advent season may,
it secme to me, be one of the most effectual means of
counteracting the mischiefs, and of drawing forth the
good which is latent, in the present circumstances of
our Church. Most people have a sense of something
of gladness in the Advent of our Lord when they
connect it with Christmas. Most people have a sense
of something of awe in the Advent of our Lord when
they conneet it with judgment The Church brings
both thoughts together in her services of to-day, and
in those that fallow. Each habit of mind belonge to
the very name and nature of the Eucharist. We feel
instinctively, that in that service we lose both if we
lose either. These controversies threaten both equally.
If we can in any wise establish and realize their union,
we have averted at least a great part of their curse.

And this is not all. Oftentimes it must have hap-
pened to us all to meet with two subjects, in each of
which it is very important for us to see our way, beset
with nearly equal hindrances. After making various
ineffectual attempts to remove them, we are inclined
to adopt the conclusion that each is & hopeless laby-
rinth, that it 13 mere waste of time to look for an exit
out of either. Then we discover that there is a pas-
sage between them, and that the one is the clue to the
other. I believe that that is the case with respect to
these two great topics, I will not say of theology, but
of buman life. 1 believe there is a problem reapect-
ing Advent, which the earnest and devout considera-
tion of the problem respecting the Eucharist may
help us to solve.



