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PREFACE.

—

THERE is much that children may learn about language
without studying the structure of it, and there are many
ways of {raining them in the use of good English either
in comnection with or independently of the study of
gTAMIAT.

Part I of “Our Language” is not designed for begin-
ners alone, but is also adapted to those that have already
made considerable progress. It is not an introduetion to
Part II, which- is an elementary text-hook in grammar;
but, as appears in the table of eontents, it is filled with
material for teaching English by the natural methods of
practice and imitation without calling attention to pecu-
liarities of form, structure, or idiom.

As a rule, each chapter contains — besides directions to
the learner—a variety of exercises the purpose of which
is to develop the faculties in some special direction.

The book is indeed designed to be put into the hands
of children; but so far from taking the whole in course,



iv FREFACH.

it is left to the teacher to make selections, —now from
cne chapter, now from another.

The various means and methods that may be employed
in teaching the use uf_h,langﬁagu are more fully set forth
in the introduction and at the beginning of each chapter.
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INTRODUCTION TO PART FIRST.

T0O TEACHERS.

Beass the ordinary power of speech, thers is that higher * lan.
guage faculty,” which like many other natoral pifts varies greatly in
degres among those who possess it, This difference appears in school
and lasts through life.

We note, however, a8 more important to us, the fact that what
develops this faculty is the same for all cases; mamely, observation
sud practice, rather than ressoning and logieal stoudy; and meost por-
gons admit that one must acguire some facility in the nse of languags
before he can properly begin the study of grammer.

But how sholl we train a child to o ready use of pood English?
1t is not enough to say by procrice; for children are daily practising
something and somehow, even if loft to themselves.

First, then, let ns provide something to talk about. Thought must
precede expression; and if from lack of infurmation one’s idess ure
glill meapre snd confused, so will be his mitempted expression of
them. Children talk fluently about such matters a8 are interesting
or familiar to them: and when a good tescher twrns their eyes and
their ears to new subjects, thesein turn become attractive. But their
knowledge is very limited al first; and until we have made certain
that they have resources to draw upon, wo must not ssk them to talle
much nor to write much.

In the second place, besides thos extending the range of familiar
subjects, let ua set before our pupils the best of models for imitation.
They will then be always approaching the best of English even if



