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FPREFACE

The object of this little work iw to arouse public interest in &
subject of witel importance to the British peoples ; whether of
one hemizphere or the other. In view of what other nations
bave dome, the British must Federata or fall back in the race.
With Federation t will preserve pre-eminence, withont it
they can never hold theirplace. Germany with ite forty millionas
of Federated peoples threatens British trade, and America with
its sixty millivns, who know the value of unity, already outrivals
Britain in many productiona and industries.

Two great quesfions depend upon British Toion,  Defence and
Trade. Federation, and Federstion oaly, can securs the integ-
rity of the British Dominione.  Foderation, and Federation only,
ean preserve the trade of the British peoples for themselves. The
most favourcd nations ehould be those of their own posscasions,
These ends secured, then, trade following the British allisnce flag
will secure developments, over Dominions excesding 10,000,000
of sguare miles, which can never ba approached by any eave the
United States, themeelves British in race, and rivals only in
Pprogrese.

Colonial Federafion is a large, important and needful part of
Union, but British-Coloninl Federation can zlone secure Colonial
safety and a continuity of British supremecy. On the other
hand Brtish or Colomal ipdiffovence wil] court destruction of
British trade and disi;ﬁgraﬂnn of the British possessiona,

And yet the movement has but himited support on cither side
of the world. The Britisher and the Australian-Britisher are
equally too intent upon the profits of their own daily concerns
to EH}GII;DW neerly the question effects them. One threst of a
comtnon foe would doubtlese find them united to & man for defence.
But s little eoguiry would show them. why and how, other

t nationa heve federated, and with what better effect, even

or the purpoees of defonce, than a mers hasty alliance could

give. To aseiat this engoiry, an epitome is here presented of

o much of the histories of those conntries which have developed

their own federation as will teach us what to sdopt and what
1o reject.

Upon a wise determinativn of these poinis will depend whether
the British peoples maintain their position or degenerate into an
inferior power. Every mwan, aye, and every woman, should
study the question—the great question of the day—and conven-
tiona of the peoples should alone decide,

C. B C
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FEDERATION,

COLONIAL AN@ BRITISH.

HiH

federation of the Austrelesisn Colonies having been
bm‘ught into prominence by proposals for s fiting echeme,
the publication of an Exposition of the varicus methods of
Fadersl Union now in aoperation snd cal:mblu of development,
eesme to be the necesaity of the hour.

And more eapacially o, becanse, while no question of greater
importance ever engaged the attention of the present peneration,
there is perhaps no propoes! of cqual wmgﬁt which is an little
underatood, even by some who affect to lead upon the question.

Much mimunderstanding of the matter has been indoced by
the torme, Colonisl snd Imperial Federativn, being common]
treatod as identical. Iew seem to roalize the truth, that thoug
allied subjects, they are actually distinct. And ynt, while, g0
distinet, that either might exist without the other, they are
nevertheless the natural complement of each other. Unfortun-
ately however, the whole subject has been so much discuesed
under the title of * Imperial Federstion” as to have favoured
gbjections which wonld otharwisa nover have heen raised.

Some luok upon it therefore as covering a weheme, by which
mu-:h of the parlismentary rights and privileges of each colony
govern itwelf, will be token away and given to an Imperal or at
lmt a Fad.arnl Henate, fo etful Df‘thﬂ%ﬂ. that no such sacrifice
can ba enforced save with their own assont.

Some regnrd it with favour, but with only a vague idea of the
advantages it will give, or of the unressonable price at whieh, if
initiaged under bsfmunsala, it may perhaps be purchased.
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Some look upon it with disfavour but for no more weighty

reason, than that they possess an uverwaanjnf eonfidence in the
power of their own particular colony to bear its own burdens and
protect iteelf aganet any foes,

Bome regard it as promoted by sister colonies who see in it a
meane of ken%ing out British poods, by imposing heavy duties
theresn, and then by a syatem of intercolonial free trade, to com-
pel the purchase of their own manufactures at advanoced prices.

And some fancy they see in the propoeal, & scheme an behalf
of and in the interests of the Mothéer Country, by which her
rulers hope to resume s sopremacy, which she long sinte moet
generously relinquished.

Of all these chjections none are more pheurd than this lest
The Mother Country has frealy given bher Coloniew foll owner-
ship of their lands and the privilgge of salf-government under
_ their own independent parliaments and she ia glad to ba relieved

for aver, of the responsiblities of directing their local affaira.

The Mother Country bas reslly no interewts which are anta-
gonistie to those of her Colonies. Imperial interests, about
which sometimes, much is vaguely urged, as if they were matters
exclusively advantageois to Britain, are really chiefly eentered
in the preservation of ita comunerce, and that nﬂceaanrif includes
the commerce of it enormons snd widely scattered dominions,
In this duty, Imperial and Colonial interests are reciprocal and

their joint action, is & fitting suhject for Federal Union,

The unemployed capitel of the Mother Country, in swelling
colonisl investmentu by conston tly ineressing millions boilds upnew
induetrics and develops new rtacurces, Her merchants, in im-
porting the varied products of her illimitable possessions musg
enrich Colonial produrers. Her countless ahips, which are ever
¥aaﬂing between her shoroa and those of the young nations she has

vunded, banr to and fro, tens of thousands of har peoples day by
day, and rich freights, the products of her mills and works, 1n
rofitable exchange, for thowe of her colonial lands and minea.
fn that enormons trade, larger than was ever reslized at any
prior time, within the history of the world, we may see the solid
and enduring interssts, not less valuable to her colonies, than to
hersolf, which bind them together in the golden bonds of mutual
profit. Thie trade which now totals beyond a thousand million
pounds in esch year, is destined to o prodigicus enlargement
in the future,

But the riches which comprise this trade, sfloat and ashore, and
in which she and ber colonista are mutuslly interested, would
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afford grand prizes to the rapacity of an enemy. They therefors
ueed to be a!ﬁlr'u]:ed of protection, both ab sea and on land.  Sup-
war to break ont, and, unless known fo be well prepared,
out it will and just perhapa when it is least expected,—
what dissaters, what stagnation of trade, what losses will then
enspe uotonly to Britiah merchants but to Qolonial producers ¥
And those losses, great though they will be to England, will be
E\mb&r atill to Colonial enterprise. the merchant princes of
e Mother Country, the heaviest lowsen of even a prolonged war
would be but s small part of their great wealth: to Colonial
intaresta they wonld be overwhelming, For this reason and for
thia reason alome, even if all others were deemed insufficient, is,
both Colonial and Emperial Fedaration needed ; since nothing
short of that, can secore adaquate powers of defence.

But the title of “ British Federation” is greatly to be pre-
forred to that of “ Imperial”, becanss the prefix Imperial ie
misleading, as seeming to mauy, to imply an intention of the
Crown to resspuzme in pect, the Government of Colominl affrire,
No one who has pernscd the proposals, of the men of mark, who
constitute fhe * Imperial Foderation Leaguo,” will believe that
the Crown desires to take away oune jot of the present indepen-
denece of the Colonies. Bill, it cannot be too strongly nr‘;‘_ied
that the word - Imperial,” implies a drawing of all tngether, under
oné head, which 18 very different to an tmion for special purposcs
only, Ttsayours too much of sovereign power, to sonnd pleasantly,
in the ears of those, who have now the right to govern them-
eelves and know how to value the privilepe. And as association
of idess, has much influence in the formation of publio opinion,
8 word, which may ut ouly seem i support the suspicion of
ill-wishers, and #0 invites opposition, is best avoided.

Yor these reasona it ia a matier of regret to many loyal
mpporters of an United Empire, that the broader and more
truly sugust title of ** British Federation Lesgue, for promoting
an [Tnion of sll Britiah races” was not chosen ; and it wouold be
well to amend it now. Such amendment would remove the
unfounded doubis of many snd give » great impetus to the canse.

The British puh]jﬂ,xkg whom the political constitution of the
Anstralian Colonies is still but imperfectly understood, will better
nﬁpmciate tho spirit of this supgestion, .f they bear in mind, that
those Colomes have each so long enjoyed, the practically un-
rostricted right to govern themselres, in accordance with the lawe
of their own separate paclinments, that it may be maﬁtadu
certain, they will never yiald to the supremacy of ooy Federal
Council or SBenate, or even to the Mother Country, one iots of
those rights of Belf-government, which they have received s
her generous gift, beyond what is absolutely necessary to secure
an approved eystem of Federsl 'I:Fniun—Bri{Euh and Coloxial,



