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CITY OF BOSTON,

e Coonen Cogeetl, Sepf. 17, 1530,

Onperen, that e Cooaeittee of Arransamonts o the Celobation
af i day hey ol they are beeehy, Drectea e peesent toe ks of
the City Coumeil to the Tanoeable Fosean Gy, for the learied,
eloquent, and appropriate Addeess2, 1hizs fay deliverad by fring, il
respeetfinlly roquest a copy of ol Address for the press.

Benl up for concurrens e,

B, T, IMcasas, Presideat,

T the Powed of ildevwon, Sepde 17, 1ML
Fead aud concurrel.
H. G, Qris, Meagor,

o e ropy, ARt
S I AMfCocawy, Oy Cferk,

Rostear, Sept, 17, 1830,
o Joziam Qrisey,

Twre nrdersioni, the Conumiites of Arranecments far the
Centennial Celebration ol the Sectement of Boston, have the honor 1o
enelose you mooabtested eopy ol avoto af Ale Ciy Cooneil, and
respretfully azk yonr complinses witl the reynesl contained therein.

I €3 Crres.

Brwpawrs Rossere.
Wiranown Lewis.

Jo Eyvswcrn,

Aer. Mo,

T T, Ficksan,

L W, James

Joux P, Buenow.
Wasimreroen I'. Gnioc.






ADDRESS,

Oy all the affections of man, these wlich connect
him with ancestry wre wneng the most natural and
generous. ‘They entarge the sphere of his interests ;
multiply his motives to virtue 3 and give intensity to
his sense ol duty to generations to come, by the per-
ception of obligation to those which wre past. In
whatever mode of existence man finds himself, be it
savage or civiized, he perceives that he is indebied
for the far greater part ol his possessions and enjoy-
ments, to events over which he had no control ; to
individuals, whose names, perhaps, never reached his
car; to sacrifices, i which he never shared ; and to
suflerings, awakening in bis bosom few and very
transient sympathies.

Cities and empires, vot less than individuals, are
chielly indebted for their fortunes to circumstances
and influences independent of the labors and wis-
dom of the passing genervation. [Is our ot cast in a
happy soil, beneath a favored sky, and under the
shelter of free mstitutions T How few of all these
blessings do we owe to owr own power, or cur own
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prudence ! Haow few, on which we cannol discern
the impress of long past generations !

It is natural, that reflections of this kind should
awaken curiosity coneerning the men of past ages.
It is smtable, and characteristic of noble natures,
to love to trace in venerated institutions the evi-
dences of ancestral worth and wisdom 5 and to cher-
ish that mingled sentiment of awe and admiration,
which takes possession of the soul, in the presence
ol ancient, deep-laid, and massy monuments of intel-
leetual and moral power.

Under impulses thus natural and generous, at the
invitation of yonr muntcipal authorities, you have as-
sembled, Citizens of Boston, on this day, in commem-
aration of the era of the foundalion of your eity, bear-
ing in fond recollection the virtues of your fathers, to
pass in veview the cireumstances which lormed their
character, and the insticetions wlhich bear its stamps
to take a rapid survey of that broad horizon, which is
resplendent with their glovies ; to compress, within
the marrow cirele of an howy, the resulis of memo-
ry, perception, and hepe; combining honor to the
past, gratitude for the present, and fidelity to the
future.

Standing, afler the lapse of two centurics, on the
very spot selected for us by our {athers, and sur-
rounded by social, moral, and religious blessings
oreater than paternal love, in its fondest visions, ev-
er dared to faney, we naturally turn our eyes back-
ward, on the descending current of years ; seeking
the causes of that prosperity, which has given this
city so distinguished a name and rank among simi-
lar associations of men.
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Happaly its foundations were not laid in dark ages,
nor is its origin to be sought woong loose and ob-
scure traditions.  The age of our early ancestors
wis, in many respects, eminent for learning and civil-
ization.  Our anceslovs themselves were deeply
versed wn the knowledge and attainments of thetr pe-
riod.  Not only thelr motives and acts appear in the
general histories of their time, but they are un-
folded n their own writings, with a simplicity and
boldness, at once commanding admiration and not
permitting mistake. 10 this condition of hings re-
strict the imagination in {ts natural tendency to ex-
agzerate, it assists the judzment righily 10 analyze,
and justly to appreciate. 1 it deny the power, en-
joved by ancient eilies and srates, to elevale our an-
cestors above the condition of humanity, it conlers a
much more precious privilege, that of estmating by
unequivocal standards the intellectual and moral
greatness of the early, intervening, and passing pe-
riods ; and thus of judging concerning comparative
attainment and progress in those qualities which
constitute the dignity ol our species.  Instead of
looking back, as antiquity was accustomed to do, on
[abling legends of giants and heroes,—of men ox-
ceeding in size, in strength, and in laber, all expe-
rience and history, and consequently, being oblized
to contemplate the races of men, dwindling with
time, and growing less amid increasing stimulants and
advantages; we are thus enabled to view things in
lights more conformed to the natural suggestions of
reason, and the actual results of obhszervation : — io
witness improvement in its slow but sure progress ;
in a general advance, constant and unquestionable ; —



