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PREFACE.

THE REETURN OF THE GODDESSA,

Mot as in youth, with steps ontspeeding morn,
And cheeka all bright, from raptore of the way,
But in strangs mood, half chesrful, hali® forlorn,
Sbe comes to me to-day.

Does ghe forget the trysts we used to keep,
When dead leaves rustled oo antumnal ground,
Oz the lone garret, whence she banished aleep
With threats of silver seand ?

Does sha forget how shone the happy eyea
Yhen they beheld her,— how the esger tongue
Ptlied its swift oar through wave-like harmonies,
To reach her where she sung ¢



v

How at her spered feet T cast me down ?
How she upraised me to her hosom fair,
And from her garland shred the first light crown
That ever presged my hair?

Though dust {s on tha leaves, hor breath will bring
Their freshness back : why lingers she so long 7
The pulselees nir is wailting for her wing,
Dumb with unuitersd song,

I fender doubt delay ber on the road,
) let her hasta to find the doubt belied !
If ghams for love unworthily heatowed,
‘That shams shall melt in pride.

¥ she but endle, the crystel colm ehall break
In musie, awester than it ever gave,
Az when & breeze breathes o'er some sleeping lake,
And laughs in every wave.

The ripplea of awakened song ehall die

Kigeing her feet, and woo ber not in vain,
TUntil, as once, upon her breast I lis —
Pardoned, and loved again |
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