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PREFACE

Tee work hers offéred, contalns, it Is believed, the .
first separate and regular treatise which has been pub-
lished in this country on the kindred subjects, the Dog,
Game, and the Gun; a portion being devoted to diseases
of the Dog,—an animal which, for sagacity and useful-
ness combined, deserves to stand alengside of the Horse,
in the front rank of domestic animale, if we con-
sider how much of healthful and pleasant recreation, as
well as security of property, we owe to his docility and
vigilance,—virtues which have won for him affection
and praise from illustrious men in all ages. For if
“ Argus” died of joy at the return of Ulysses, did not a
* Boatswain®” equally rejoice in the friendship of Byroa?
Had not Cowper his “ Beau” for a companion, and has
not Scott immortalized the name of Maida ! and, coming
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down to yet later times, and 1o men no less distinguished,
who, it may be ssked, has read that delightful book,
“The Life of Lord Chancellor Eldon,” cen fail to be
siruck with its oumerous anecdotes, illostrative of his
amiable findness for dogs? How interesting his simple
atufy of the loss, and of the curious incidents connected
with the recovery of “ Pincher " for whom he offered &
reward of five pounds aterling, and * would sconer have
lost a thousand pounds, than te have lost him in that
way!” And then, how affecting the story of his beloved
son in his last moments, calling him back to his bedside
to say,—* Father, you unll iake care of poor Pincher,"—
for whom, it finally appeam, the Lord Chancellor in his
will bequeathed as follows:—* To my favourite dog an
annuity of eight pounds, during life, to provide food for
the said deg.”

Where, in & word, let us ask, has men been found, in
the depths of the wilderness, or in cities * proud with
gpires and turrets crowned,” that the dog was not at
his side, all instinet with devotion to him and his family,
and rendy to expose his lifs in their defence? Snuffing.
the loafer in the tainted breeze, and wakeful to the most
stealthy approaches of the midnight robber, he gives
instant warning to his master to come cn; while, with
all his native ferocity and recklessness of danger, he
flies himself at the felon's throat? Shame, shame! then,
let us ery, on the man, if man he may be called, who
can bear, unmoved, to see a friend so faithful, a servant
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so submissive, falling an untimely victim to discase,
without wishing to know by what sppliance he may be
relieved| 'And yet how often do we see high.bred and
valuable dogs devoured by mange, or broken down by
distemper, when a single dose of appropriate medicioe,
as herein prescribed, would relieve and restore them |

The author has aimed to make this work complete
and acceptable, by the addition of brief instructions and
maxims for breeding, feeding, ard breaking dogs of the
few families most in wse in our country,~such as the
Pointer, Setter, Fox-Hound, ithe Water-Dog, the Terrier,
and the Shepherd’s Dog. These hiots are taken from the
writings of himself or friends, in the early volumes of
the Terf Register, a fountain from which he {elt at liberty
to draw the more freely as it was opened by himself;
while he as freely admits how much it has been im-
proved in the keeping of its present Editor, commonly’
yelep'd “ The Tall Son of York.”

The spirited sketches of the nature and babits of the
Pheasant, Quail or Partridge, the Woodcock, Grouse,
and Snipe, were furnished for encther purpose by the
accomplished head of the Toppgraphical Bureaw, Col.
A., and we hope he will excuse ux for thus using them,
and for making thi public acknowledgment of our ap-
preciation of the merits and good taste of what he con-
sidered trifles thrown off to fill up an idle hour.

In turning over, once more, the leaves of that old
volume, and associating, as only the editer can do, the
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real pame and character of the various writers, with
their anonymous contributions, what pleasing, though
sometimes mournful, reminircances are awakened. Six-
teen years have made sad havoc in the ranks of friends
and coadjutors, as distinguished for learniog, scholarship,
wit, honour and all gentlemanly qualities, as ever volun-
teered to help slong a new and doubtful literary enter-
prise.

When one thinks of the wvarious fortune and fate of
those who then sent each hjs mite to the common feast;
how time has destroyed some and scattered those whom
it has spared, it brings 10 remembrance, the answer of
the *old man” to the congratulations of the Princess of
Abysainis, on the pleasures which an evening walk must
give o 2 man of his age and learning. “Lady,” an-
swered he, #let the gay and the vigorous expect plea-
sure in their excursions, it is enough that age can obtain
ease; 1o me the world has lost its nowelty: I look round

and see what [ remember 1o have seen in happier days. .

I rest against a tree, and consider that in the same shade
I once disputed wpon the apnual overflow of the Nile,
with a friend who is now silent in the grave. I cast my
eyes upwards, fix them on the changing moon, and think
with pain on the vicissitudes of life.”




