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INRTRODUCTION

Tar distinguishing power, the lifs and sonl of
the Religion of Christ, as T make bold to define
it, is the epirit of a profonnd and divine Humas-
ity, which, expressed not in hiz words alone, hot
chiefly in his personal, divinely human character,
he hreathes inte the world, and which & mani-
fumtod more or legs impressively in all the different
formg that the Religion epringing from him has
‘been made to assume.

Jers neither inetituted any religions forma ner,
it is important to observe, did he forbid any.
Muodes of thumght end obeeevance wers left to
appear, and to wary, as they needs must in did-
ferent times and places, only they wers not to be
put above or on a level with the first two great
eommandments. ¥Whatever doctrines or ritnals,
bowever they may differ, tend te enlarge the
heart towards Glod and Man, are all equally
invested with Christian suthority.
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BarTom

iz mniversally reparded sa an inifiatory rite.
Bat no word of Christ's suthorizes this view of
it He mnever baptired any one; nor in the
particular instractions he gave to his disciples
s po their offlces ma heralds of the Kingdom of
beaven is there any mention of Baptiom. Ones
enly, in the last chapter of Mark, he is said to
have declared that whoscever beolioveth ond
iz baptized shall be saved. Bot, not to mention
that tha elosing versen of the second Glospel are
of doubtful authentieity, it is eurely far more
probabls that the worde “ ead i beptized ™ have
erept from the matgin it the text than that
only on - this one oconsion Jesas required bape
tism. ¢ John tha Baphizer said that, while his
own influence was symbolized by water which
cleanses only the oniward man, the influence of
him who was to eome would be signified by
the more searching, psnetrating power of wind
and fire, separsting the good from the evil, even
a4 thesa ' elements zeperate the chaff from the
wheat, destroying the avil and garnering the
good. Jobn's heart had burned within him im
communion with his great kinsman.
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Baptiern of infants and of adults may yet be
ated as & recognition of the sacred relationship
of man to the Infinite Father of all.

Tee Lomp's Burrze

Sc aleo this Commemorative Servies is hald
to be of an imitistory chermeter. Of the fenr
Gospels, only one contains any word of ita being
enjoined az a formal cheervanee In Luke's
Goepel alme do we roed, % This do in remem-
brance of me,” Wers it deliberately desigmed
by Jetus az a religions form, it 15 cnaccountable
that not & hict of his so intending it i to be
foand elsewhere in the Goapels. -
- My eonvietion is that, as & porely sommerno-
rative gervies, it han & desper fonndation than
formgl institation. ' It eprang from the very
hesrt of haman natore. - Bear in mind how in-
stinctively men are prompted to cherish and
eommemorabe remarkabla events, and you will
see that it cowld not have hesn' otherwise than
that the last time that the disciples of Jesus ate
and drank with him, and his startling allasion to
hia body to be broken like the bread of which
they were partaking, and to his blood to he



