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A

GRAMMAR

OF THE

IRISH LANGUAGE.

ORTHOGRAFHY.
I8 IRISH THERE ARE SEVENTEENY LETTERE:
soURD, (1) dee pupe Hif EXAMPLE,
1 long, as a in bar, bdn, white.
2 short, a3 a in hat, Tap, come thou.
3 obscure, as a in negative (2) Lomra, with me.
1 as.b in boy, bean, a woman.
1 before & or 3, as k in king, c1all, sense.
2 ﬂabﬁn Dru,nni'uhul.l, 3 cat, a battle.
1 ibic ore 4, 0, oF U, this sou
is not found in English, (3) } o4, & poesm.
2 liquid, beforee or 3, as d in } veanmuo, forgetful-
B uess,
1 long as m’in Te, Bix.
2 short, as # in let, roillre, light.
1 =8 £in fan, wdjlce, welcome.
1 before e or 1, as gin get, Zean, love.
2 before 4, 0, or u, 88 ¢ in gun, sopm, blue.
1 long, 8s ie in field, 1%, s king.
2 short, as i in fit, Hym, meal,
; ﬂ:%&; aslin ah& s mil, honey,
uble, this sound is not found in
Eﬂﬁﬁ.ﬂh, [‘} } '“'_Iﬁu-,. l]ﬂw.
3 liguid, as { in valiant, burlle, a blow.
1 &% m in man, e, my.
TUme, & man,

1 ﬁngbh, a1 # in now,
2 double, this sound is not found in}
English, (5) I

ceaf, a head

T . r—



4 ORTHOGRAPHY.

BOTND, EXAMPLE.
3 liquid, as n in new, bajfje, milk.
O 1 long, as o in more, mén, great.
2 long, and broad, as o in lord, piip, seed,
3 short, as ¢ in not, 50b, a beak.
P 1 aspin pin, poll, a pit.
R 1 singiﬂ‘h:.. gifi:h???gjil not found in enfon, withered.
g 2 d:ul;te,hu rin 5ur, - bam, the top.
1 thick, this sound is not found in :
English, (7)4 /2 } romar, happiness.
2 as sh in shield, Tm, that.

T 1 thick, before 4, 0, or 4, this sound %
is not found in English, (8) | D4IVD thinst.
2 liquid, before e ory,us ¢, in bastion ©eme, fire,
U 1 long, s u in true, oy, thou.
2 ghort as w in but, CUimuT, power.

N. B.—D; as no Irish word begins radically with this Jetter,
it is considered only as a mark of aspiration ; and when affixed to
a consonant, it is denoted by a point placed over it; thus,

B, ¢ ® % 5 W P T, G denote
bh, ch, dh, fh, gh, mb, ph, sh, i, (9)

The lutters are classed as followe :—
a .
o } broad vowels, (10)
u
» : ] small vowels, {10)
b -
c
-
F
5 p capable of aspiration, or mutables, (11)
m
»
r
115 J
1 } incapable of aspiration, or immutables,
n

-

—



ORTHOGRAPHY, &

VOWELS.

U, 6, and i, are called brond vowels, because they require a
hiatas, or wide opening of the mouth, in expressing them ; e and
jare called small, because they require a less opening of the mouth.

The poets, in latter , devised & rule, which prescribes that
the vowel, which goes re & consonant, must be of the same
class with the vowel which follows that consonant, . e. bothébroad
or both smajl. Inobserving this rule, therefore, attention muost be
paid to the vowel which follows the consonant; for, if it be broad,
while that which radically goes before the consonant is small, or,
vice versa, then the vowel preceding the eonsonant must be left out,
and another substituted in its place, of the same clase with that
following the consonant ; oranadventitious vowel must be inserted
after the preceding one, to agree with the subsequent ; as, rearam,
not rejram, or vearim, I stand ; buylim, not buajlam, I beat ;
larh), Aand, and 3e4l, white, compounded Lajggeal, not lamzeal,
white-handed.

Although it is evident, from ancient manuseripts, that this rule
was nnknown in early times, yet it has been so unirmﬂlf ob-
served in latter ages, that it is impossible to lay it aside entirely.
In many instances, it adds to the sweetness and fulness of the
sound ; but, in others, it s0 completely destroys the radical
form of words, that no principle of grammar can justify a rigid
adherence to it.

MUTARLE CONSONANTS.

B, ¢, ®, % 5 m, ¥ 1. G, are called mutable, because they ean
be aspirated, or mortified, i. o. change or lose their sound, by the
addition of h i

As the sounds of the mutable consonants, when aspirated, differ
materially from those which they receive, when simple ; and ns &
peculiar delicacy of pronunciation consists in expressing them
with propriety, il is necessary to pay strict sttention to 510 fol-
lowing rules :—

Bh is sounded like v, at the beginning or end of a word ; as, mo
Bar, my death ; Ub, with you. But in the middle of a word, it
is commonly soanded like w0, as, leabap, a book.

Ch is always sounded like x in Greek, or ch, in loch; as, mo
cheafi, my head.

bl ang‘;ﬁ,hqu or after a small vowsl, like y; as, mo T4,
my God ; mo %olla, my boy. But hefore or after a broad vowel.
they have a very weak guttural sound, somewhat stronger than that
of w; as Mo FUE, my voice ; Spa®, love; maf, a field, (12)
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m‘FI} is entirely mute ; as, 4n paIpze, pronounce, 49 4)3e,

8.

mh is sounded like b as, ynamh, swimming ; athujl like.,

Ph is sounded, es in other langusges, like phk in philosopher |
as mo pdiroe, my child.

Sh and of) are sonnded as b alone | as, mo Fiijl, my eye mo
€15, my house. But {, before |, n, or p is entitely wute ; as, mo
flamoe, my health; mo fyuas, my counlemance ; Mo Fpom,

RMl
" IMMUTABLE CONBONANTE,

L, 0, n, are called immutable, because they never change, or lose
their sound, by the addition of h. But they slone can be doubled
in the middle, or at the end of words; as, bapp, a top; cean-
narsim, 1 buy. ; ;

It is to be observed, that ©l and In, in the middle of words, are
sounded like 11; as, coolad, sleep; colna, Aesh; pronounce
collas, colla ; and oy likeyn ; as, ceaond, fhe same, pronounce
cednma.

DIPETHONGS,
THERE ARE THIRTERM mﬂ!ﬁﬂ;—ﬁh
EBOTIND, EXANPLE.
2le long, as ai in pain, Lae, of a day.
Uy long and distinet, cdm, a fine.
short, as i in fight, mars, ﬁ:}lud.
o long, nearly as oo in fool, maol, bald.
€4 long, us aa in bear, méap, s finger.
short, a3 éa in heart, CEANT, just.
@) long, as «i in reign, oéjjic, charity.
short, as # in ferry, Fem, tallow.
@0 long, as aw in shawl, tedl, o sail.
i ;hmt, as ﬂ-_i:n rs:;:tk, mpﬁu h, a drink.
ohg, ns @ 1n 'y It, grass,
14 |m:|gg, 88 ea in clear, clall, sense.
Jo long, as ie in cashier, ¥jon, wine.
short, as o in fashion, " bjolap, water cresses.

Ju. long, a8 » in fume,
short, a8 1 in shirt,

crfingr, quietness.
tluch, wet.

Oy long, force on the o, o, right.
short, torce on the i, COML, B crime.

114 Jong, distinet, Fial, coal,

U; long, force on the u, riisl, an eye.

short, force on the 1,

pu, blood,
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TRIPETHONGS.

THERE ARE FIYE TRIFPHTHONGS, WHICH ARE ALWATS LONG,—VIZ.

SOUND. EXANFLE.
o) nearly as we, a0, treasare,
€oj force on o, ¥eofl, Besh,
Jaj force on both the 's, lrars, = physician.
Juy force on the u, cium, gentle.
14 distinet, chiuars, hard.
ECLIPSIS.

In the inflexion and combination of words, certain consonants
are Tﬂlﬁj refixed to others, with which they canmot be
sounded ; and the adventitious consonant is then said to eclipse
the radical one; viz: b, ¢, 0, ¥, 5, M, P, T. ©, when beginning a
word, and followed by a vowel or by Lor p; as also T, followed
by 1, may be ec thus ;

EXAMPLES.
M, 4 mbajle, our town,
5. 4 sceans, our right.
N, 4 noia, our God.
b, 4 teeapnan, our land.
. 4 WHeapan, our complaint.
b, 4 bpém, our punishment.
©, an orlan, the rod,
J T, 4 ooeme, our fire.

In pronouncing these eclipses, the first comsonant only is
sounded ; as, ¢ maile, ¢ se4pe, &e. Kxcept w3, in which both
letters are atered, with a strong guttural expression,

Instead of By, the eacients frequently wrote ¥% ; 88, 4 Fpeap-
pan, our land ; cc, instead of 5c; as ¢ cceans, our right ; and
T, instead of DT ; as, 4 coeme, oor fire; and these words are
pronounced in the same manner, as if written 4 Breanpan, 4
sceans, and ¢4 ooeme. (13)

ACCENT.

An accent is placed over such vowels and diphthongs, as are
naturally either long or short, when they are tw be munmﬂ
long ; us, mac, a son, short; bdr, death, long ; ¥or, ledge,
short; cjor, rent, long.

Monosyllables ending in 4, e, 1, Y, being commonly long, re.
quire no sccent over them; ns, la, a day, ou, thou.

.

=g g oo
v
is eclipsed by



5 ORTHOGRAPHY.

In words of two or more syllables, the accent commonly falls on

the first syllable ; as, ©é&15onaé, last, midam, I extinguish,
m DBESERVATIONE.

In ing Trizh, every letter, except ¥ and § before i or p
must be sounded. But some of the aspirated consonants are so
slighily expressed as to be almost imperceptible ; the resson of
wh;thbz;d? I'-:-liu:ilm fihel ber of

e ng to the principle of the language, no num VOW-
els, meeting in a wm]:i, f';lrplem;s more than one syllable.

The poets, however, frequently wanting to lm?.hen words, by
multiplying their syllables, devised the method of throwing in an
adventitious consonant, generally @ or 3, to divide two vowels
into iwo syllables ; thus, trapna, a lord, which consists of only
two syllables, is divided into Treanna, of three syllables.

Now, as this manner of spelling was unknown in earlier ages,
the primitive pronunciation is sill so far retained, that the adven-
titious letters are passed over, with an almost imperceptible flexion
of the voics.

In like manner % and %, which, always in the beginning of
words, and frequently in the middle, bave s clear and strong
sound, are very commonly used at the end, merely to give a
fuller vowel cadence to the lermination, as, neanocusas, to
strenglhen, W3 a king.

ORTHOGRAFHICAL TABLEGS
FAMNMILIAR WOERDS OF ONE EYLLABLE.
ASPIRATED cowNsoNawTs. | Deplh, a form.

Wo thac, my son, Sxéth, beauty.
Wo Bdr, my death. Mamd, & grave.
Ro beas, very small. Tanb, a bull.

Un bean, the woman. Drarh, an ox.

o B&ul, my mounth. Cnur, & worm.
Wo Bonn, my sole. Cnob, a maggot.
Wo rkeall, my knob. WMo Bia, my God.
Wo rpan, my desire. Wo conp, my body.
Wo B1at, my meat, Fdre, a prop

n ripar, the dish, Cnjae, clay.
Cndjriy, a bone. Fuads, cold.
Sliab, » muuntain. Tuajt, oorth.
Maoih, & saint. Flme, wel
Hearh, heaven. Djiito, dew.
Dub, black. Lyars, & physician.




