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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

r I \HE first edition of this little book was publighed
in 1902, in response to the demand for an
outline of the subjects covered in & series of
leetures delivered before the training schools

for nurses of the John N. Nurton-! Memorial Infirmary

and of the Lwouisville City Hospltal. Owing {0 the
fact that the publishers of the first edition have dis-
continued the publication of books, and the original
plates were destroved, it became necessary to re-set the
type, and advantage was taken of this necessity to com-
pletely revise it and to re-write a large portion of it

Unfortanately obstetries geems to have no atirac
tion for the sverage nurse, and comparatively few
gradustes are willing to inelude thia class of cases in
their practice, henee there has been an endeavor to
make the text of this book as attractive as pessible,
and to aronse the intercst of the pupil nurse, as well
as the graduate, in this important subject. The needs
of the norse in training have been the first econsidera-
tion, however, and only such koowledge as was thought
to be absolutely neceszary for her intelligently fo prae-
tice obstetrical nursing has been induded. Muoch has
been written in regard to the over-training of the
trained nurse, and of her usurping the prerogatives of
the physician. No thought of this has been allowed to



vi Preface

enter into the preparation of these pages. What is
+ given should be known by the nurse, to enable her to
intelligently assist the physician in the preparations for
lubor and the details of that trying time. A busy
doctor has no time to go into the detaila of the prepara-
tion of the layette or the supplies and necessities for
the delivery room, und a nurse should be able to attend
to all of these.

The student in medicine will find the book of some
assistance to him as o guide to further study in more
elaborate works.

New illustrations have beea added, and many of the
old retained.

We are indebted to W. B. Saunders & Co. for per-
mission to reproduce several cuts from iheir publica-
tions, and for the terms ineluded in the glossary: and
to Mizs Alice Lee Ford for valuable assistance in the
preparation of the manuseript and the revision of the
proof-sheets. Onr thanks are due to the publishers for
their vourtesies in the publication, :

Hengy BExos Tooey.
February 15, 1910,



