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INTRODUCTORY REMARIKS.
—i——

I'r will not be denied, I presume, by persons who are
the best informed, and of the most enlightened judg-
ment, that the reading of compositions in verse on
scriptural subjects may be both interesting, instructive,
amd] profitable, as the mind of the reader s prepared
to understand and receive the vital truths contained
in the selected portions of = holy writ.”  Under such
impressions, the greater proportion of the following
peces were penned and published, and which will,
believe, tend to elucidate some of the most striking
and remarkable passages found i the * Book of
Books."

Nor will it be denied that many of the sections of
the Catholic, or universally professing Christian
Church, believe singing of psalms and hymns to con-
sotute a very important part of Christian worship ;

and, therefore, it fnay be well for us to consider the
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teaching of the New Testament on this sublime and
interesting subject. Here 1 submit that singing 1s
spoken of more as a personal than as a general asso-
ciated duty, Ephe. 5, 1g. “.Speating fo yourselees in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs @ singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
Col. ii. 16. *Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom : fewcling and admonishing one
agoffer in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in yvour hearts to the Lord."

We are azsured by Jesus Christ himself that no
worship is acceptable to God unless it be in spirit and
in truth, John 4, 23-24; and such worship necessarily
implies the exercise of living fxith, for whatsoever is
not of faith is sin, Rom. 14, 23; hence said the great
Apostle Saint Paul, * 1 will pray with the spirit, and
1 will pray with the understanding also ; 1 will sing
with the spirit, and T will sing with the understanding
also,” 1 Cor. 14, 15, Here we see a reason why
singing i spoken of as a personal and not as a general
associated duty, for every Christian knows best when
he can utter words in devotional exercises and religious
worship under a right feeling and influence. That

singing was a personal and nol a general observance
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i5 plain from the Apostle’s testimony of the practice of
the Corinthian Christians in their religions assemblics,
1 Cor. 14, 20.

James, also speaks of singing as o personal exer-
cise, Jam. 5, 13. Some of the compositions referred
to in this book as psalms, hymms, and spiritual songs,
will be found suitable for devotional purposcs, and
may be used by believers as such in their Christion
ftherdy, or they may be read, as the mind of each is
gpiritually disposed, for the elucidation of scriptural
truth and the acquisition of religious knowledge.

[ have (as a rule) given the measures of each
separate composition, which may help to furnish a
ready assistance to the general reader,

I'he pieces are arranged as far as practicable in
Bililical order, 5o that any selected ptece may be more
easily found.

If any good should result from this effort to dis-
charee a Christian duty and obligation, as all good is
from Godl, my desire is that He may have the praise.

W, W,

THAME; 1374.
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PROLOGUE IN ACROSTICS.

—

P rase waiteth for the Lond above,

B ion the Church waiteth the e,

A nd soon the spirit of geace will move
L oud halkelujahs to His name :
Moving in earth and heav'n above,

8 cngs of the pueest praise and Tove

His cliwreh in megrning will appear,

¥ carning her bridegroom's voice to hear,
Blaintwin ITis tewth with one ncoonl,

M armting ton His promised wonl,

8 ighing and funting for her Lonsd,

A nd soon the seventh trump will soand,
N ations and peaples 1o contonnd,
D isclosing ervors all aronnd,

B forms of drend wrath will ther begin,
P unishicl the world will be for sia,

I recliymon i t]u.“tﬂ?' shown,

B epreseotenl] and fully known,

I nits every dress e seen,

T estod as it mever lod Been,

T miler every form ol mic,

B il b expost T evry oy,

L angwealiing in i4s miscry.

B oo o the rghtecas follow, il
O 1 oall the |::Lr!f1l in ev'ry land,

N ear or far off they are a5 one,

G overned hy Christ, the sepedc sfae,
8 erving the Lord, and Him aloue !

E vents of providentanl birth,
T o produce changes on the eanh :
C onoclwde with timses of golden waorth ]



