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PREFATORY OBSERVATIONS.

Toe objert of this gketch is to dludtrate the okl conditlen of a
region which hes hitherto heen reganded with bot little intorest except
¢m the seore of trade, and o point oot sorne of the obstacles which
bave been placed in the way of its sdvanccwent.

These Iands of the © Cypress and My.rﬂc," have, by their lnxuri-
ous prodoctiets, ministered largely o tha enjopment of the people of
other conniries, nnd almost the culy plant ef thué clime which has
betn viewed ‘with fotal indifference by enlightensd atd pelished nations
sesms tp have been M.

If these fow pages shonld imspire m mingle operutive kindly feeling
towards the rece alluded to, or tend in any degres to the correction
of the abuses which have besn so lomg proctised, the writer's mim will
ba secomplished.







HAYTI.

Tae island of Hayti was dizcowered by Colum-
bus in 1492. T is situated between 17° amd 20°
north latitude, and 68° and TH° west longitnde. It is
360 miles in length, from east to west, varying in

- breadth from 60 fo 120 miles. Tts circumference,

measured by an even line, exclnding its bays, Is
1000 miles, Thiz island, s¢ Important for its situa-
tion and great natural advantages, lies 45 miles east
of Cuha, and 60 miles from Porfo Rico, and can he
seen from either In.clear weather, It is four fimes as
large a8 Jamaica, and shout aqoal in extent to Iro-
land. Jamaics lies weetward about 40 leaguwes, and
the Bahamas north aboui two days sail, and south-
ward is the great continent of South America. Colum-
bus gave it the nams of Hispaniola, and that of San
Domingo, (the Spanish for Sunday) to a cily estab-
lished on the south side in 14%4, but in process of
time the whole island wes called by the. latter name.
It afterwards re-assumed ile original name of Hayti,

! and is now divided into two distinet ferritories. The
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Haytien Republic possesses about one-third of the
island—that part which the Spaniards had ceded fo
the French, and which subsequently foll into the
hands of the black population. The Dominican Re-
public possesees two-thirds on the eastern side of the
island, Iis inhabifants are the descendants of the
natives Columbus discovered, and of the Bpaniards
that settled there.

This island i one of the richest in tropical pro-
docts, The western side belonging to the Haytiens,
is remarkable for ifs fertility ; and though the east-
ern side is by no means equal to the western, yet it
containg certain districts which . alone are capable of
producing more sugar snd other valuable products
than all the Briiish West Indian Islunds together.
The country is eontinually refreshed by breezes and
rains, and its salubrily seems to increase yearly.
Thare sre three prineipal chains of mountains, the
whole of which are forlile and susceptible of cultiva-
tion even to their summits. Their highest elevation
is about 6000 foet above the level of the sea. These
are covered with forestz of msahogany, Brazil-wood,
palms, elms, oaks, pines, iron-wood, cedar, ebony.
The island has its mines of gold, some of which must
even lie on the surface, s much of the duat rolls with
the sand of the ¥ago river, and is often gathered by
the peasaniry, at certaln sensons of the year. There
are also mines of silver, copper, iron, and lead. Its
plains nourish vast herds of cattle, equal in every re-
spect to those of the continent, and sufficient in num-
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ber to supply all the West Indies. The temperature
from the tops of the mountains to the wes-side, varies
from 50° to 85°. It would be difficult for o person -
unacquainted with mountain scenery in the tropics, to
form an idea of the grandeur and loveliness of nature
as exhibited in these wonderful hills. Jamaica and
Martinique have scenes of surpassing beauty, but are
a8 inforior to Hayti, as a lake compared to the ocean
in extent. In Hayti the eeil is fortile in the extreme
—there are fislds of canes which were planted in the
times of the French possession, which have yielded a
yearly crop ever mince, and are yet in cultivation.
The French with great fruthfulness, designated this
jzland as the Queen of the Ant_illes.

Tarn we now from the pleasant contemplation of
the works of God to & considoration of some of the
balefol influences which have plunged these children
of nature into a labyrinth from which it iz not sasy
for soul or body to escape, into a condition worse than
that of elavery.

Hayti about & half a century ago was in a state of
rebellion against France, at the same time that the
latter was entangled in the European war. The Brit-
ish wera then at war with France, and were one of
her most hestile neighbors, as they not only engaged
wherever they could meet the French at home, but
aimed also at their colonies. - Hayti was one of the
most prosperous and richest apots of the new world,
and at the opening of the war attracted the attention
of the British government. They hastened to help
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the Blacks, with no other motive than that of taking
posseasion. of a French territory, the most beantiful
spot of creation, and to effect s much destroction as
possible, wherever they could come in contact with
French interest. They concealed from the Blacks the
real motive of their interforence, and induced & belief
in their minds that England was their friend and
wished to assist them. They took possession of sev-
eral towns, built forts snd began to setile as if at
homs, The Blacks did not at firet observe that this
intrusior was preparing a new struggle for them, but
soon after wera obliged {0 torn their arms against their
early professed friends, and sncceeded in driving them
out. The poliey of the DBritish was hypocritically
quiesent, and though driven ont, they econtinnmed to fa-
vor the Blacks, increasing their means of defence and
preventing thereby future subimission to France.

At this period Nepoleon seni ap army to Hayti of
shont 40,000 men, the command of which was trosted
to his brotherin-law who had received from him secret
ingtructions, It i3 not to be supposed that it was with
the view only of reconquering 8t Domingo, but also to
render harmless thesa troops who were the flower of
France, and devoted to the interest of General Moreau
his rival He had orders fo teke possession of the
island apd make it the home of the army. Had
{these officers heen experienced or well acquainted with
the state of things in {the island, had they not intended
to renew the slave system, when emancipation had
been proclaimed by France itself, had they kept them-




