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PREFVACE,

Tuz Compiler of the following Memorials has felt n sacred
pleasure in gathering up the fragments that remain of the
History of the Independent Churches in Pristol He
acknowledges, with gratitude, his obligations to the various
Friends and Brethren who have. mtad}um in the work ;
partienlarly to the prosent I:'nsm_i'liofi,:ha Churches, wnd
several of the Deacons, why ‘have kindly furnished him
with documents in their Mﬂ_‘lllg and favoured him with
a sight of the Church Records for kis inspection. Ilis
thanks are also due to the Senior Deacon of the Broad
Mead Church, for the perusal of a valuable Manuscript
History of that venerable Society, writben with grest care
by himgelf, but never published. Also to another Friend
for the use of a similar document relative fo the different
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Churches and Ministers in Bristol, composed by a departed
relative of his, the late Mr. Issac James, and in which
some valuable particulsrs were found. In addition to these,
he has made foll use, as will be seen, of the * Broad Mead
Recorda” published by the Hsnsard Knolly's Society : and
hss consulted alzo Mr. Friizr's Narrative, as well as the
brief Notices of Iissent in Bristol, preserved in the Library
of the Baptist College. Besides these, he has examined
the anciemt and modern Histories of DBrostol, but counld
obtain little from them : and searched the old City Library,
in King Birect, for what might possibly be found there in
mlfaﬂme to the earfier Churches,

In regard to the modern ones, he has had from the lips,
or the pen, of beloved and honoured Brethren, who were
instromental in forming them, the chief particulars : and as
some of these are approaching the verge of life, and have
reached the evening of their days, ke has deemed it a
special duty to gather from them, and record, what they
only could relate, before they “go hence, and be no more.”

Having now finished the work he had proposed to him-
self, and rendered each Article as correct and eomplete as

Ll



PREFACE. v

iz in his power, he commends the whole to the Divine
benediction ; sod trusts these Annals of the Past will not
be without their nse in promoting the cause to which they
are devoted, snd in encouraging the hearts, and stremgth-
ening the hands, of those who are in sny way cccupied in
promoting the spiritpal interests of their fellow-creatures,
and the kingdom of Christ in the world.

Should this end be attsined, the Author will have bis
reward.

dvoewaaM Hinn, Bristou,
Jamuary Znd, 1560,
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