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¥i INTRODUCTION.

and is one of the greatest rarities of the kind in that
repository. It is the second tract presented to the
reader in the following pages, who is indebted to the
Shakespeare Society for this attempt to make it easily
and generally accessible,

This celebrated “ True Tragedie ” was the Second
Part of the play called *The Contention between the
two famous Honges of York and Lancaster,” on the First
Part of which is founded the Second Part of Henry VI,
which is now, for the firgi time, reprinted from an unigue
copy of the edition of 1594, also preserved in the Bod-
Yeian Library. Thus the possessor of the present volume
will have the two plays upon whick are founded the
Second and Third Parts of Henry VI, both printed from
unigque copies—aone a small octavo, the marketable valne
of which is one hundred and fifty pounds; the other,
& very thin, small quarto, which produeed £64 several
years ago, and would now probably realize more than
twice that sum,

These early editions of 15694 and 1595 vary very consi-
derably from the later impression of 1619, when they were
published collectively, The amended play, in the form
in which we have received it as Shakespesare’s, appeared
for the firat time in the folio of 1623. All the varions
editions of the earlier drama have been collated for the
notes, and will be found of some importance in & ques-
tion to which I shall presently draw the reader’s atten-
tion. Thie may be considered a part of the external
evidence in the dispute concerning the exact portions of
the Second and Third Parts of Henry V1., which may
be attributed with safety to Shakespeare.









