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“iih, whin degres is abaked,
Which i the ladder to all kigh deslgna,
“Then enterprise s abck."
BEAXRAFRARE.
=1 have knows hais with the semth s and ahbilities of grest statemmen ;
and I bave seen persona in the eenk of am, wilh the and

charmetess of padlars.” —Binee's speech oo Mr. Fox's East India Bl

*It In oot cerfaln that the dempotivm of twenty millions 15 mecossarily botter
iban that of & fewr, or of gue."—J, B Mrrs,

*Tha beat state for haman natere is that in which, whils no one 18 poos, B0 ong
desires to ba richer, mor has any resson to fear belng (hrust hack, by the efforta
of others to poah themaelves forwand,"—T. 8. M.

= After clearly seelng that the sructores and actions throeghett a soclesy are
WmmmwﬂhmmiM{mMme)
the soclety cannot be substantially and permancntiy d withoat s units
being sobstantinlly sod permanently changed, it becomes a-g' Lo see Ghal great
Altrrations cannot auddenly be made to any purpose.’'— HESEERT SPENOER.

{The rights of translation and of reproduction are reserved.)



PREFACE.

m————

Ix & small book called * Discontent and Danger in
India," published three years ago, after a year's
continuous investigation in India of the prineiples
of British administration, I attempted to give an
gecount of the working of our land-revenue, legal,
and financiel systems. I called attention to the
ceaseless activity which pervaded all the Btate
departments in their desire to convert the country
to the English gospel of material progress. I now
ses that this activity is, for the most part, the in-
evitable outcome of far-reaching economic changes,
and that these changes are themselves elosely con-
neoted with the Produetive Public Works policy of
the Indian Government.

Since I wrote in 1880, our sources of information
]



vi Preface,

on Indian affaivs have been largely increased. The
Famine Commission has published its Blue-books,
and General Richard and Bir John BStrachey
have published their apologia pro vitd sud in &
volume entitled the * Finances and Public Works
of India, 1869-1881." I have examined the com-
placent optimism of the latter work by the light of
the painful ravelations of the former, and if I, an
insignificant outsider, have inveighed in somewhat
warm language against two distinguished Anglo-
Indian statesmen, my excuse must be found in the
fact that these two stalesmen have so identified
themselves with the poliey which I hold to be
radically vicious, that it is impossible to attack it
without attacking them.

The object of this present hook is to show the
consequenees of the Produetive Public Works poliey,
not only for the finances of the Indisn Government
—an aspect of the question which the Biracheys
have chiefly considered in their boock—but also for
the people of India as & whole. The flourishing
state of the Indian exchequer for the time being
does not necessarily imply the prosperity of the
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people in the long run, because the Indian financial
gystem is so differently conditioned to that of any
other Government, that it is impossible to argue
directly from the etate of the public fo that of the
private purse.

India is mow, in consequence of the outlay on
Produotive Public Works, subject to the play of
economic forees which, when once launched on any
land, are like the tides of the sea, remorseless and
irresistible in their strength. The dams and the
landmarks of the country are being gradually sub-
merged beneath the flood that is ever rolling in
from the West. England has in the past let loose
the same foreces on Ireland, though in & somewhat
differsnt way, and is slowly trying to stay their
fury now that they have proved dangerous to
herself. Are we willing to run the risk of having
another Ireland on our hands, an Ireland of two
hundred and fifty millions ?

Sir John Strachey will, no doubt, if he does me
the honour of reading this book, apply to me the
language which he has already used in reply to
those people who exhibit * the unfortunate English
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fashion of decrying the great achievements of their
countrymen.” He will have * neither the time nor
the inclination to reply to statements of this sort,”
but he will be content to class me among * those
birds of evil presage which have at all times grated
our ears with their melancholy song, and by some
sirange fatality or other have poured forth their
loudest and deepest lamentations at the periods of
our most abundant prosperity.” This is, of eourse,
merely & rhetorical reply, and a rhetorical reply
of the most inconclusive nature. For who is the
Daniel called to judgment by 8ir J. Btrachey? If
is Burke—DBurke the upholder of justice to America,
the champion of Ireland against the commercial
selfishness of Bristol and Liverpool, the denouncer
of the rapacity of the East Indis Company's ser-
vanis, the author of the famous dictum that * the
temper of the people amongst whom he presides
ought to be the first study of a statesman.” When
it is the policy of the Indian Government, not the
conduet of individual officials, that is to be de-
nouneed, can it be supposed that Burke would not
have been found among the “birds of evil presage’?
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However, as to the truth of the vaticinations of
birds, the future alone ean conclusively decide;
xpi rhoe 4pv.

In conclusion, I may say, that I do not much
believe in any financial reforms being advocated
gither by the Indian Government or the India
Office. 1 agree with Mr. A. J. Wilson, to whose
wrifings I wonld here express my great indebted-
ness, in thinking that *‘nothing short of =&
catastrophe will ever make that Government
seriously think of retrenchment. There are too
many traditions, too many departments, too much
gelf-secking and jobbery, against any such idea.”
The erash will come, as the Mutiny eame, like &
bolt from & clear sky, and, unless the British nation
is warned in time, there will be a general wailing
and gnashing of teeth.

Loxvox, July, 1883,



