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PREFACE

It uzed to be the custom for a writer on coming
hefore the public 4o address a word to the  gentle
reader,” a enstom which had this donble advantame @
that the anthor had his % word,” and the reader, on his
zide, was not obliged to hear it. I wish now to avail
myself of this old custom, and my gentle readers, if
anch there shall be, may take advantage of their priv-
ilere also, T will sinply say that no one will be as
senaiblg of the demerits of these stories as T am my-
sclf. Bo, my “gentle reader,” we aoree on that point
at least.  If you ask me why, then, T wrote them, I
will say truthfully, beeanse I was asked and chose fo
do so.  Then, why did I puoblish them? DBecanse 1
found a publisher.

There are some good stories in the lot, old stories
which bave survived for gencrations—one, 1 am sat-
isfied, for at least a century—and if theydo not read
well, it is becanse | have marred them in the telling,
This is as much my misfortune as yours; so do not
complain, when T have tried to entertain you. The
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only persons who have that right are my friends,
Major J. Horace Lacy, Connelly F. Trigg, Polk Mil-
ler, Henry W. Hobson, William F. Gordon, Jr., and o
few others, who told me stories too good to be lost,
whoether I have been able to proserve them or not.

I must make my acknowledgzmoents Lo ¥ Torte Cray-
on” for an ineident in “ Rachel's Lovers™ and if,
« gentle reader,” I can cxeite your curiosity so far
a3 to make you go back to that early snd delightful
chromniele of old Viemiuia lde, you will owe me a
debt of gratitude which will offsed all my deficien-

clea,
Tuos. Newson Pave.
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