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" PREFACE

Tris book aims to be of positive, practical value

1. In helping the pupil to develop within himself the
power to understand, use correctly, and appreciate the
mother tongue,

2. In contributing, through individual and group in-
vestigations and reports of community activities, to the
making of sturdy, competent American cilizens.

3. In giving the pupil a fecling of self-reliance based
upon the knowledge that he has done his own research
work and thought questions througch for himself.

4. In providing group exercises in which the pupil
becomes a critic of his own work and that of hig classmates.

5. In drawing little distinction between school and
out-of-school activities.

0. In suggesting a sufficient number of purposceful
aclivities to interest every pupil in the class.

7. In making it unnecessary for the teacher to make
such a statement as, *“ It may not appear uscful to you now,
but it will be extremely valuable to you in after Life.”

8. In helping the pupil to form proper mental habits
by uninterrupted attention to one undertaking at a time.

o. In giving the pupil a more intimate acquaintance
with his environment.

ro. In providing an incentive for good English outside
the schoolroom.
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Viil Preface

This book is designed for use in the grammar grades
and in junior high schools. Each Undertaking is a com-
plete unit in itself and iz in the highest possible degree
independent of the other Undertakimgs. In each unit the
first activity, in one of its several forms, should be worked
out by each pupil. Additional similar projects may be
undertaken if interest warrants and time permits.

The method of this book needs little comment or ex-
planation. The book has been written for the pupils and
the Undertakings have been presented in simple, concise
fashion. The subject matter is organized in nineteen
comprehensive units which provide a far greater amount
of suggested matenal than any one teacher or class can
possibly use. This [reedom of choice affords a varicty of
work which would otherwise be impossible.

Furthermore, local conditions and experience are em-
phasized to such an cxtent that the problem of what fo
say proves no longer troublesome, and undivided atten-
tion may be given to kew o say ¢I. Home industries,
home government, public utilities, and local history form
the means by which the work of the English class is almost
automatically correlated with that in other subjects.
Introductory talks and questions serve as guides to the
pupil. The play spirit, so larpe 2 part of the home and
outdoor life of the pupil, is made a salient feature of the
classroom activity. Hence there iz no lost energy and
no mind-wandering. Indeed, in almost every Undertaking
the pupil loses sight of the fact that he is gaining knowledge,
because of his interest in the results.

The paragraph has been made the subject of special
study ; and letter-writing, the making of reports, memory



Preface X

training, the use of reference books, telephone conversa-
tions, verse-making, dramatization, and the study of
literary masterpieces have received much attention. Pro-
vision has been made for only enough technical grammar
to furnish a touchstone by which the pupil is able to under-
stand what he reads and to correct his own faulty habits
of speech.

This book 1s the direct outcome of five years of experience
in the teaching and supervision of English by the project
method. Each of the Undertakings has been tested many
times in various English classes.

M. B. F.
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